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.fﬁadcn, Wurtembugg, ,e(,(m Sbhe . sec ;rldl,q .
‘(159 40, 63 -per,muhon) eomprlses“ :Austn : Ba,va.na.,
’Sweden, Hungary, Belglum Englmd Norway, Alsa.ce—

Loi:r;ame N - Thé Jowest” recouls £89%to 21 per- mrﬂhon) afre

held by Secotland, Holland; Ita,ly,‘fRuSSJa.,"Ireland’ abid:

Spain, which "gives the smallest; return’ of - any country.
During _the last ten years.of:, the,lmneteenth century;

the” annual mean of ‘suicides m“Furope “Tedched thé’ énor—-"

maus, fighre of. 38,727.. Fr‘ance has kept caréfil, sta.mstlcs
of -
wateteil the “political “Fhkis Progress “ot” tha.t untiap PhY,
counfry will he surpnsed “to learn-that between “tha&t date
a.n;:l 1900 1ts sal{—muulels mcreaSed- by 341 ‘por cenﬁ:'

I ” RET ‘:“, Dol 4315 e i e T
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The Eevansh mdde of “modern( human Me“the keen~
nesd’ c.f cq'}npetlilq’n Lhe Jfﬁ}re‘.ﬁsﬂﬁga pressure of busmesg
caresndlssatlsfactmn Wth. ~poverty,. Jche uneahsﬁed,scra.v-
mgs‘ of- ever-mcrea.smg1“n‘ee.ds——wh-1(.h inakeé the. 1uxury of
to—day*' the necessaly o{ -to—morr«ow-—all these 'arc '*no
doubt, contubuﬂmg ca.uqes, 'Lq the reclglessness. of hle
which seeks relief in mpe umor huLet charcoal iumcs
arsenic, or deep, wa.ter Butut. 1s ma.miest;. that these
fattors,” are not Ey themse]vee alone sufhclent o account
for . they- appalllug .inecrease.,of. the ‘bastard valor? of
selt—sla.ughter "Porfugil, “Spa -and Trélafd—three coun-
trles that, " fram “divérse politlcal i:auses*» -are :u:uoug the
poorest'. countries in Eumpe-——constan,tly show the sma.l—
lest percenlage of suicides:” And’ readers. of the- hxstmy

of "the great famine ~of 1846-7. know “that self~murder .

was almost ‘quite URERSwn amiong“the Trish poor dunng
that long and agonising period of coneentra.t'erl suﬁermg
apd- woe. -The chief motive cause ol the’ mcreased dis-
regard for, the $anctity of life liés _déepér. The hlstorlan
Lecky, although a mt)onahst put hlS nnger on the spot
when,. in his? ¢ European “Morals *,  hel stated: {hat. one
dpterminibg cause” (he rmght; ha.ve JSaid the” chief * deter-
mining ‘cause} of. the 1ncrea99 of -suicide in’ our day is
‘ the advanee of ,religions sr.,gpuclsm .and the 1ela,xatmn
oi rel:glous discrplme R L

Suicide 1s bueﬂy, i thL. mam ‘an putcome of pagan
or ma.tenahstm modes of thought arrcl .action. Lhustq—
amty gave a new and sublime mea.nmg to life when it
taught that it is a sacred gift.of the Creator.; that it
is lent- to wus, like the. talents of the G—ospcl undel high
'responsrblhtles 1o make” the most ‘and’ best of it ; '‘that
suicide is a° crime’; an(‘i that’dea.th is. mot. “the end of
all thmgs but the begmnmg of &. life of endless ha.p-
plness or of endless WOB: .- e b

©u A Sacrél. burden s this life ‘Yo bear ; «
Look on-it,-1ift i, beat it solemnly-s S
- tStand up. a.nd wa:lk benea,th 1h st.eadtastly

The Chustian doctune of tzhe orlgm a.nd destmy of
hurna.n life Wroumﬁt,a. moral’ 1evolutr,mn in  the - pagan
world * Direct:hnd _ deliberate, suigcide * says Lechy,
¢ almost’ entlrely dlsappea,red w1t.hm fhe Church’ 4 8o
rare.was seli-destruclion in ,bhe middle ages that :fof
centuries ‘only ‘one suicide was:Tecordedt” Among ‘women,
It arose again in- pclmds <When. faith.had lost its rohust-
ness a,nd) became Janguid® and a.“naemm—-as 1n Spain: dunng
“tYie. BOF trupt” ‘Goihle permd 'n' nglanti’ aiter the“Reforu
ma.’;iqﬁ period, :md d.ur.mg t.hre, rehg;xoue stagnamon aml
fashionable .- mﬁdellty of the\ .: erghteenth -century ;. .in
Fra.rme -quring- the pgreat revolutmnaly period. -¥n': Ger-
many’ and 'other\countues i ﬁ.tlve.nced with*the. spread "of
ma;tenallsm apd’ .sc:epj.lclsm,,r the cLestructwe ‘eriticisnd “of
sueh ‘oen as Stra.uss ;»a.n.d B-a.ur. Schopenha,uers phllosophy
of » despanr Ha.rxmann s-thbory ~that lifetds: ‘hardly worth
hvmg,“Nxetzsches grogs- plulosophy of * mere pleasure,
‘and, the tad bf - godless “bubide, mstruhhon-—an Vil 1égacy
hu:h has, come {o us; Irom,thea It‘lethuRevolutlon 'The
remedywis. :;obvmus .hut diticult- ome : o roll back the
tide vof: sccptlcmm A" 10 gt «tlm*‘Woﬂ*d ~hack ‘to” those
Christian prificipleés™ wbwh’eauded “the dlsappea.lance aof
suicide wilthih the bonnds of the old TRoman FEmpire.
And. the beginning is best made in the schools, !

elass

its+ suicider since 1827, And - nobody ,wh'o ”-}ha.s‘.
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Loparniisinge YD hagh
w,through, some mxnds, leavmg;a.s
'ﬁ‘ &el* m, waler. But,our C?atho—.
llc rca,ders wﬂl" ~do Well 1i théy’“'acc_ a Irlendly.
cautmn in’) regard t? 1tmerant s%rangeré who :a.rei offe;-
mg cheap and ta.wdry 1cligxous
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LT
ther  the Flti\t}h"_qf,',l\lévgmb;
sa,ys Iast Mondays Dunedm ¢ Evenmg Star,’
legend Whlch is obsolcsvent
and ~Sir Joseph ‘Ward"™ would perhaps lvsuggeqt tha.x
‘* Please to remember ike First ' of "November *? mrght
suitably take its place, so far as New Zealand is
concerned. Certainly, last Thursdiy should bes:marked’
in white .in the annals of ike . Calony,., ,First,  the In-

tclp‘atmnal. Dﬂchxbmon was Qpened :'Limd promrsmg Lir-
’ secomlly,

.the 1.1,Le of latbel postage to
Amerlca. was, reduced from 2%% to ld pe1 half—ounce
thu*dly, ’the mland rais of " le ter postage Iell all a.t
once Irom '1d for_ half an ounce 'vld for four.
ounces, a.nd iourthly,‘ “the systcm of telegrams at éd
a Word came mto opera.tmn

‘s, j,é‘l.
1i not actua,lly,, obsp;lete
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A V:ctonan Brawler . - (w 0 PR
ot “The plencal ‘preux ehevaher ' who carded the V1c-
torian. Good. Shepherd nuns in his haste, is nowr ;rés
pentmg at . Jns leisure. . He varied his -chivalrous ‘di=
varshun by an altack . -upon. - the Archlnshop of ., .Mel~

; bournc which. was suflicient io- make the assdilant a

soclal outla.w - It was, the old familiar ;ease of a-
little, man seeking notoriety by throwing. mud..at a
grea.t man. He won notoriely. But it was not quite
the patlern ol notoricty that - he -sought: or «lesired.
His charges were ome by. one dynamrted—the latest by
the very falfering report of Jthe Assistant:.Chief In-
speelor (a non-Cathelic) in rega.rd to the South Mel-
bourne Orphanage school. The demands of poctic jus-
tice are rounded, olf by Lhe added sympathy .and, sup-
port which the defamer of pmus and dcvoted women
has won for thetn and’ their work. And thus out _of
intended evil comeih -godd.  The pgreat k work goes
gla.ndly and serenel:," on. It 1s bhe old Arah proverb
once more : * The dogs b.ulr the caravan pa.sses'l

The Cathohc Edltor ‘ , Comer 5

We ‘have sald elaewhelc in .this issue.-that a. Te-
ligious , paper. for ~popular -perusal .must-ever. he«-an ef-
fort—and never,. by: the necessities of the- case;” g per-
feetly successiul one—to compromise- "2 1nong 'l.vthousaml
incompatible tastes., . The sledge-hammer w-eriticswho
stops s ; paper Wlth 2 metaphorical:"club’-and anrun-~
metaphoncal tigreat “big D; '~w0uld ‘realise th;sﬁ.:pretfy
fully—and sorrewfully—if. ,uhe :tried: his shandiat: mhtlng,
just. for -one,.week, a;nd, ‘had::- the -luck toio'getihome
sang,, in, mmd and.;in -one: ;plece at; the:cloge. ‘of. shis eX-
peuencc ‘The man who .stops.ithes paper,l.; ‘saysuithe
Boston.* bH Rewew ' ¢ beeauser: it.r does'not.r always °
say ]ust; what.-he wants it - to. say,. s~ a.bo‘ut ‘as sénm—
hie as the-man who..falls- out Wwith:e his Atiends.. ‘bek
cause. he ﬁmds they .haveopinions.;of - their own !+ Thesd -
is.. adverse nlll‘dblsm .andy_ adverse. cntﬂcxsmm :The critie-
Jdsm, however, adve:,ge, gwhwh i fuendly aml helpiul iis
ever welcomed by the - Catholic  newspaper. Tha.t— whrch
is -fair byt unkmti is- accep.ted.fwrth'zesqeet “but withy
out thanks. © And : tha.t JWhich..¢ is:nejther,.:dair, «mor
friendly, nor helpful :is recewed in .a - chastened splnj;
but mthout either ;respect -~ or sthankfylness, ~DiAlems
hert if, we.. mlsta.ke not,,dealt. Wlth criticignmi. upoii some
such punciple ‘as ., thise o e
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* God,” says Stcrne * tempers the wind to the shorn
lamb,’! God does bette:. still : Ile tempers the ‘shorn
lamb {0 the wind; and Boreas may then rage 9,mi
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