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,,second .or middle' s class;(159;toj63:., 'per.million) ..compiisk' V^Austrikv '"Bavaiia,-Swed^n, Hjingary; Belgium,..England, Norway," Al^ace-Lpfcraine: ,. Tfte -lowest"records -(S9^t6.*'2l?
iper"maiiion^aret

held by Scotland, llollandj'-Itaiy^rßussiav^'lrelahdr'aiid-
Spadn, which gives the suiallesti:return"of any .country.
Buring^the, last ten years;/of-i-.the^ninefeenth century^
the' annual mean of suidides'in'^Eurdp'e-Tea'ched ttelor-"-mows,.figure -of; 38,727./Efance..has kept',careful>tabistlcsof' its' suicides since Jbß!27. ---Ahd-.v'nobody .■wtoys'jhasi
watcheajthe--p'dlitieaf progress'!: 'of "that irajuippy;country will be surorised-to leanr-that WtweeirthaT-date
and 1900 its .self-murders' increased^by 341 per cent [
\';<>ii .*"'-' -." iVf-'< ■'■. 'Hi "":::;u':v*i' ''i fs-'> \' .■>", m "'">■'"' '"

-Il''II''"■ "" ■'■'"'■"' "■.! l<-> hU,P! '". >;■: .:»■:<"-, i^,
' 1?,811;mode'of;<:m6derii('h

rumah' life-'tiie ?keen-f
ness''qf;;cptigetitiox'itheJi&re&Mg,.nressuje,.ofj'bilsiiiess
cares)o diss'a'iisfaction unsatasfied([cirkv--ings t. of--.ey-eMricreasingdeed's— wMbh mak6 the~.lu'xu:ry of
to-day- the necessary:of.- ""to-morrow— all -these-« are,""'"lnodoubt, contributing. .causesI;J{qr the. rrecklessness.,'ofV;life
which seeks relief in rope, raxorj"bullet,'"charcoal fumes,
arsenic,.or deep,waterV'':"Butut;is--manifest' 'thesefactors,"are not sjf themseiyes:^alo.n'e:^sunipie.rit"''tbraccouAiS
for " the^^ appalling.-.increase.laf:/,the '-.bastard■ valor"' ofselfislaughter. "Portugal,''^painviindlreiand—thfee coun-
tries tliat, -from diversepoliticalI'feauses> are ambng 'ihe
poorest,.countries in E'urope-rcbnst^tly/show the smal-
lest percentage Qf suicidesr And'-readers, of the^ history
of the great famine""of" 1846-7 kridw 'thatv self-murder
was almost "quite'lnik'nßwn among"the'Irish poor during
that long and agonising periodof concentrated suffering
and- woe. The chief motive cause>f the

"
increased dis-

regard for,'the;sanctit^'6f; life' lies "deeper^ The histb'rian
Lecky,- although a rationalist, puthis..linger on the'spot
when,- in, his-; " European/Morals l, -he:statedj that - one
determining cause" (he might *have,said the"chief ldeter-
mining" cause) of. the iiicr(eas;e of .suicide in'bur day is'

the advance of , religiqus sc.e,plic.ism,.;,and the relaxation
of religious discipline*. "■ r,'■ ■ , .<) .'.,<■

Suicide is; briefly,'"iii' the .main' an outcomeof pagan
or materialistic modes

~
of, thought,and,\action.,,' Christi-

anity gave a new and sublime meaning to life when it
taug-ht that.it,is a-, sacred gift.of" the Creator,; that it
is.lent- to us, like .the- talents:of- the-Gospel, "under..high- responsibilities,4/q make"the most 4nd' best of Jt "'that
suicide is a~crime;._ and;that^death 'is.npt:ri>he end- of
all things, but the beginning'of .' a-..life."*bf" endless.' hap-
piness or of endless woe.- .-

""
s <" u-' « "

-..' -. - '. ■ " ",!.,-,'.. 1.'., . '"�
-ri '-A sacred-.burden;is this, life,ye bear ;.. .

Look on-it,-lift it, bear >it- solemnly-?-. -
.'Sta*d up.and walk'beneathit.steadfastly '.

The Christian doctrine, of- the.origin and destiny of
human life wrought- a moral' revolution in the "paganwdria. .'Direct:and 'deliberate' suicide y; says Leck'y,'
1almost*entirely'disappearefi;' withim?fh,e Church '../So
rare,was self-destruction inJthe; middle ages that jfor
centuries only one suicide was--irecordedi -among women1.
It arose again in-peripds^.when.faith>;had;lost its robust-ness.aHd^ became languid"and anaerhic-ras' in Spain:'during

period'; in.;*l3iiglan'd!after" thenß'efor-"Sf, n̂Y PeJiad's ajn"d
t,felij|ious^ stagnation andfashionable,- infidelity" ..of>tjie^.jeighteenth t

-century ;,Jn
Frarice-i'during- Uie great revolutionary period. '^1.Ger-
many' and.;pthefscpuntiles i'tv jldVa'nc'ed wit^the.spreadX6fmaterialism, a|Td s'cepjLici'smi^iie'' 'd^strifctjlye''criticismi of
suph^men^as Strauss fand""Bauf,:Schopenhauer!-s-philosophy
of _-despair, Harsmann'S'!theory;'i/nat lifes4s-Thardly worth
living;^'Nietzsche's "gro^;- philosophy^of.1mere pleasure,
apd^^he^PPfa(|..'bJE ''gpdlps^pu^iic ĵhstrub^ion^an.eyil legacy
wnich-^hasv come to- us^ifonx>.the/^ren(^VEevolutJ[onV -The
remedy jvis'van.'robvidus^hut difficult* otic:-to rollbackthetideV6f -to'; those
Christian principles"wßioYi 'caused-'the 'disappearance of
suicide within the bounds of the old Roman Empire.
And. the beginning is best made in the schools. ' '

Notes
AWarning
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Postal Reform
..,.!-" ?&ase to; remember the;Fifth".of*'.November,/:/;
says last "Mondajr's punedln', .{ Evening;star,rr,'"isfalegend ,whichVjs obsolescent,;^ '.not"kciiualg^obspjete,and Sir Joseph Ward'"' would perhaps "that41 Please to remember thc_ First "of'"November '"'"'might
suitably take its place, so' far as New Zealand isconcerned. Certainly, last .-Thursday shbiifd bjeTrmaTked':in..,whit?,"in the ..an»als of � the,Colony......First,^the In-ternationaLExhibition .was opened £mid. promising "

cir-cumstances ;
-

secondly,;_4he rate, of letter" postage "toAmerica was,reduced from Td ,'per. half-ounce'Vthirdly,- the injand'/rato of letter ppsiageVfpirall "at.once from.Id � foro half an ,ounce ,/to."'"Jld for fouVounces; ana, fourtWy,';;the system of "telegrams.. ata word "came "into, operation.' "'.
''" ' J

A Victorian Brawler„. The clerical .'.preux chevalier ' who -carded--the.:torjan- Good. Shepherd nuns in his -haste, is now.< -re-penting at,his leisure.. He varied his -chivalrous* \di-varshun
'

by an attack -upon- the Archbishop- .of,,.Mel-bourne which; was sufficient to- make the assailant asocial outlaw. -It was,, the old familiar -.case of ali.tlle, man seeking notoriety, by throwing,mud,.at agreat,man. He won notoriety. But it was notquite
the pattern of, notoriety that -he /sought- or -desired.His charges were one by..one dynamited— the,latest by
the very flattering report of the Assistant-.Chief In-spector (a non-Catholic) in regard to the South Mel-bourne Orphanage school. The demands of poetic jus-tice are rounded, off by the, added sympathy .and sup-port which the detainer of pious and ievo'ted womenhas won for them and their -work. A-n<'.thus 'out

'
.of

intended evil come'th -good. The greaiT'work goesgrandly and 'serenely on. II is the old Arab proverb
once more: '

The dogs bark, the 'caravan/passes.'".
The Catholic Editor
-, We have said/elsewhere in .this issue- that a- re-ligious, paper, for "popular -perusal ,mustsever> be-arief-fort— and never,, by; the necessities of the"case,- a'

-
per-

fectly successful one— to ",compromise amonga'vthousand
incompatible tastes. �,vFhe sledge-hammer .'-critic
stops ,Ms ;.paper'.with .a mebaphorical~~club:-and anmn-

metaphorical /,/great 'big D,'"- would realise thjs.u:i.pretlJj&
fully— and sorrowfully-^,*he,;triejd: his :;hand/iatJ'.editmg'?
just., for ,- one,,-week, an<L:had;.the luck tok^geWhome
sane...in, mind.and._.:iu one.,;piece at.; the!close-:oL^bisex-
perience. .t.The ,man who .s.tops.jthertpaper.^.-say^rithe
Boston:",S.H. Review,' "

because-■itjdoes'^not > always ~
say just what, he wants.-it- to.--say,,''is.-about as sensi-
ble as the -man who.Jails-out .with;ohis fiends-J'b'eUcause he, )fin'dsjithey>i:have;jopinions.iof stheir5 their own..hThese1

is.^adverse er-itieism- and^ adverse.criticism;t:The critife-.ism, ,-hpwe,verf.adverse, cWhichc:lisvfrl.endjy^ and helpfuiihs
ever;.w.elcomed.^by the --Catholic ,newspaper/cThatv whichi? .:fair bu.t urikin-d^is-,accepied^vith.^resp^eotj bui? with4'
.out thanks..,'.And...thai .whichv is.rJieitber^ufair,.-i-.Tior
friendly nor helpful .is -received:in ,a-chastened spirit;
but ,/without either or » 'D'Alemrbertr if,we- jpaistake npj;,dealtuwilfc cri.ticisjcrt; upon some
such, -principie;as^thji&./ .-" n.IV.- ".;.uii~lo.?.iJ .r.^uioz*'

'God,' says Sterne, " tempers the wind to theshorn
lamb.' God does better still: He tempers the shorn
lamb to the- wind; and Boreas may then rage and
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