
.(From our Wellington correspondent.)
The friends of Colonel Collins— and they are' manythroughout -the Colony-will be--pleased to -.hear of Ihepromotion that has just come his way, and" that " air-

will admit has "been earned by sterling ability and zealin the discharge of -the responsibleduties that have ■de-volved upon him during recent years. - Owing to the re-tirement -of Mr. J.-CV Gavin from the polt of assis-.tand Controller and Auditor-General; ami the consequent06??6!1* f°^ tftat P°siti°n oi Mr. JamesB. Hey-., -Colonel Collins-has attained to the -highly-res-ponsible post of Secretary to the Treasury and Re-Peiver-General of
"
Revenue for the Colony. " '" Colonel Ctollins is a son of Captain Robert Collinsformerly of rf.M..57thM..57th Regiment, who served with

9 dis-tinction in the Crimea, India, and New -Zealand -Mr
+n ihn

WaSr.' ?^m in".J,Oavan. Ireland, and came"i,? -isf? S°\°w V wlJJ
'" hls Paren'te |wm -India"-"!,«■; - th'c,aSe of fifteen he entered theGovern-Sr"^6 as clerk in the militiaand' volunteer ser-l"} at,'^cw fl7lllf171110"^- "Ho was employed as paymas-ter s clerk and substorekeeper to the Public ■Works De,"'paitment up to 18/7, and then was transferred to , theStores Audit Department at .Wellington. "In the'foliow-nUnJ^ service,-of H-he Treasury i)e-paitment. His rise since then, has: been rapid. In-1879BraS^n T«5^erk H
'

P^^ster-General's"

vli Snrf-w A6A6 WaS P^moted"to the charge of thePay and Revenue Branches-; and in 1890 secured theim-portant"office of Accountant'to 'the.Treasury In 1903he was appointed Assistant-Secretary in -additionto hisposition as Accountant. Collins has been in theservice for about forty years, and is recognised on allsides as one of its-.most'efficient officers In additionto -his purely o«cial duties Mr. Collins, as is" wellth^'ciK^ h*\-^Me'?nd spul of volunteering inthis city. He has also.taken a keen and active in-terest in rifle-shooting the present rifle-range at Tren-tham,;with its splendid appointments, beinglargely due"o? £ Rfr e^°rtS- Vi11,1904 he w n̂t HomeifcLrglof the Bisley team. that won -the much covetedKola-pore Cup During that_visij, he travelled throughlre-land visiting the scenes of his early boyhood Hehasthe hearty congratulations of the members of the mflrhe- service pn the
'promotion that has been given-himfor they all recognise that he richly deserves it

INVERCARGILL
(From our own correspondent.)'- "■''" '.

'
October 31. - -

,TIIC^1C^ Invercargill Catholic Club wound up its literaryand debating session last .evening with a musical pro-gramme Despite the inclemency of the weather, there
*

was a fair attendanceof members -of the" congregation-Mr -Sheppherd.presided, and in-a short address dealtwit-h-the progiess of. the club. ■ The programmeinclu- "

ded piano solos by Misses Barry,.McGrath, and Stokes-violin solo by Miss-Stone-; recitations 4>y mSs Donolvanr and- songs by Misses Kirwan and Connor andMessrs Fitzgerald, Bailey, Morton, Durham, andMcNam.ara. Miss^ Stokes- kindly played-the accompaniment?

A SUGGESTED FORWARD MOVEMENT ON
THE EDUCATION QUESTION

To the-Editor.*
Sir,— With reference to the' most important ques-'tion of the moral and religious education of the chil-fren of this Colony, Isincerely trust something may-be done towards instilling Christian ideas into their"minds. Iwould go so far as - to- say that-I shouldprefer seeing, any. sort.of Christian teaching given totacm—no matter how fragmentary— rather than

'seeingso many of them brought up in indifferentism and al-most complete ignorance of Christianity. Anybody go-*mg about the country, as my duties for years havecompelled me to do, and who keeps his eyes opencannot help noticing the ruinous moral results oledu-cation without any religion. Not merely Catholics;
but large numbers of" Protestants, speak about thisevil. An appeal to the latter numerous class mightlead to some change whichwould be^ an improvementupon the present bad state of things, and might atthe same time bring about an alleviation of 'thehard-ships and injustice under which the Catholic body-especially the heads of families— now lie. PersonallyI can speak. feelingly as to these hardships for, Mr--jyditor, as you know, Iam-one of these hetids of.families at present going through this grinding mill -

■

to*!
MlV Scott> in Ws letter published in your issue ofism ulfc., proposes, to my mintf, a sensible mode of-procedure towards carrying out t'he'iaca expressed"above— an idea pretty generallyheld..His suggestion is'an excellenit one, viz. :— that some, representatives ofthe Catholic body should approach the official heads.of the other denominations,' who are seeking somemeasure of religious education}' in order to- " set ud a*representative committee to thresh out the whole situ-ation and arrive,' if possible, at a mutual understand-ing with a view to secure the much desired end The

"rSf88 Of*#?r?ach^g the
'
Protestant denominationsrequires cjHSTUI handling, as,, unfortunately, manyPro-testants even still look upon the Catholic Church aschildren look upon- the bogey-man/ However, if thething were done tactfully^ there- is no reason whygood results" might not Hte -.expected. An sensible peo-ple might now be expected" to understand the old lesl-son:~ Quarrelling with your neighbor and abusing him"JJotlot lhs wa? *°

■ convince Mm" that you are in theright- and he is in the wrong; it is more likely toconvince hint that you ,have not a Christian spiritHold fast to what you are convinced is the truth
error

'^ harshly those whom _.you think m
-We can easily, -inter, from the evil moral and re-ligious effects produced in the United'States of Amer-ica by a godless system of education similar to ourswhat we may expect** in another generation or so iANew Zealand. In the States religion and morals have

to IJer^tTS**iUI ]
+arSe.cl^es;become tnKg\

divnip ri " w59w59 lhe x'ePOrts' ln>c si«ele matter ofaivprce, for instance, which conic. to us by cable fromthat country. iThose '
who have op.porturfities W know?ahJ iat- sSarce^-a boy or" girlr leavesr the publfoschools in America- " with

-
minds and uncor

M Statement abClMance o£ Pr6« f for tMs fea£

TJie followingpupils from-the -Nelson' Convent weresuccessful in passing the practical'examination^ heYd inconnection with the Trinity College.and Royal'Academyi^r'""7^? 0̂17 frade' Elsie Ardvi. Junio?grade, Mary^Stevens, Norman Millar. Intermediate

JEW ZEALAND TABLET ThTii^^df|Msfeß;|t^VL
'
!

If Germany; Belgium,;-Great Britain, Canada, with_ tsaeu;- vast---.poi)uia~tioii&;have able to establish a,-public -sysiem1 of education '-wherein Is given '-religious, teaching, satisfactory to all parents desiring it, sure-ly a small country .like ours.-should.-be able to arriveat a like agreement. Undoubtedly, if the large num-'°.ers of. people-ih New Zealand who,-still desire thatV
fl
chl}dren should- be brought 'up Christians" wereinduced to combine their political' power, the difficul-- ties in the way of religious education would soon beVeC- Sincerity and effort, would accomplishamongst, us what has been accomplished "-elsewhere..Mr.- Scott s proposal suggests.,a first{.feasible step to-wards an end which all earnest Christians in the Col-?,?J nf
CSVic

-
ViZ-, i~the "lWous CKristikn upbring-ir?-T Sf (J+lMr-cn ---pf tins-young and hopeful coun-

" - J 'C*"November 5, 190G. '

The New Secretary to the Treasury

A concerti-'i'u^tta^ol-the Catholic school, Mosgiel,was held on- Tuesday, evening of' -last week". The pro-
\gramme submitted.Xsays the. '.Ta]erifAdvocate ') wasYer??.fi9?d;,- showed careful preparation,,and /was greatly.appreciated.■..'The .. follo.w.rng 'was^ -ihe . pr^irarn'me:—Pianoforte, duet■.(twp^piatios)'/■■""Sa"ns ~Soucif?^-Misses

'

Wilkie, Lcary, rfSawJceTT, and. -'Mur*ay:;-.a£lion '-■ song,"'♥-Merry sailors,' -
schoolgtalfc;,v.-finstrumenEal selection"(organ, ,two, pianos,.;-and

",..; four :'.violins),' « AdvanceGuards ;Mai'chr'^:,Mi^ses \lla\vke, Cheyne and Walsh'e,-Maslert-;; -;Ha\vkd,(.;.(SUaly'/. Wilkie, and Cheyne:humorous'- irecitation, Masters V., Hawke and\£.. Kldd-^'pi&iofortc trio, c Rqndino,' Mis"ses Turn'bull,'
Cheyne., ,aird -Walshes-action ~song, "< Screen song 1

'

"schoolgirl*; comic song, "-My*. Wife's relations' Mast-
ersi vjilkie and Hawke; chorus, 'Gleaners,' MissesO'Neil, Gilhgan, ,I<ltzpafcrick, Walshe,- Cheyne,-. 'KnottMurray (2), and Hawke (2) ; dialogue/ 'The Profes-sor,' Masters Wilkie,.Daly, Hawke, Cheyne O'Brienand -Smellie. Chorus, ' Come where my" love liesdreaming, 7 choir; instrumental selection (piano organand violins), 'Cycle Parade March,' Misses Wilkie'andHawke, and Masters Wilkie, Cheyne, and " Hawke" ■

song, '.True till death,' Mr. Walls ; comic song, Mast-ers V. Hawke and V.' Kidd.- Misses Wilkie andHawke .acted as accompanists.

CORRESPONDENCE
[Wo do not hold ourselves responsible for the views expressedby cor-

respondents.]
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J- 0. CALDER. ° A n̂
ILL,BO^ * OOT"K STREET, will open Dental Room, at Crgill'. Cwn,7


