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She is the inheritor.and custodian of a_doetrine of

a
middle state after ‘death.’

, : 1. The same wil_she perpetu-
ate for .ever by her tleaching and . sperciful ministra--
tlons. .The = souls  in Purgatory- are too dear to the .
heart of God and His Chuich’ t0 be forgotten for one
single day, How comnsoling the thought that “they &re
within the reach“of succor! How cheering thecrefiée-
iion” that, we can contribute to {heir> happiness | And-
this we can do without loss- to curselves ; nay, with -
great and ever-increasiftg’ and ever-accriing gain,’ -in
exaet ‘proportion to .the -value of our services to the
suffering souls. * Blessed ave the merciful; for they ,
shall . obtain mercy ’ (Matt. v. 7). And no merey .
equals that extended to those who are out of the way
of helping themselves. But never a soul in Purgatory
but is helped by Holy Charch. .

Sitch is” the Will of God,

Whose . justice must punish only to reward, and Whose:
mercy places —in His -Church .an infinite store of Divine
treasures for her living and- departed members. - How
wonderful the- providence of (od for His people ! How
ineffable His bounty and’ His -mercy ! . How He en-
riches the Church with the merits of. Christ for ibe liv-
ing and the dead! -. . ' =

Solemn and touching indeed are the public rites and
ceremonies. for ilhe deparled soul. "The body is rever-
eutly lakd in -the Church, ‘where it had been regenerated
and " sanctified by the life-giving Sacraments. The dra-
ping of the altar and ihe calafalque demotes' the sor-
row of iriends, while (hé lights that-surround’  the
corpse denole ihe light of faith and. pgrace, which il
lumined the deparled - soul, T
ens feelings of sorrow Nlended “with prayer for fhe soul
now in éternity. The coffii and all its surroundjrgs afe
symbols of death—the Penalty of sin. They are elo-
quent reminders of the universal decree of death, which,
has passell over all mankind The ‘offices of the
Chureh, the tears and heartfell, prayers of the . con-
gregation, the respectful demeanior of the assemblage,
and the brief address of the  ofhciating priest—all are
in fine harmony with the solemnity of the occasion.
How becoming for the devoted Christian to return once
more to- the tlemple of God, ere ihe gravé has become
his final sleeping-plate ! : ' . -

To the greal solace and edification of the plous

mouiners, the celebrant chants for ihe departed soul:
‘ Deliver mie, O Lord, irom eternal death, in that dread-
ful day, when the heavens ami tihe earth are to bhe
moved, when thou shalt come to judge the world i
fire.’  And this allecting prayer : ‘ Grant: him eterna
rest, O Lord, and el perpetual light shine on him.'

"The {funeral procession has reactied the grave. At
the entrance stands the - piiest to receive the remains
amt recite aloud : * May ihe angels condict thee intog -
paradise ; may the martyrs receive thee at thy coming,
and jead thee into the holy city of Jerusalem : may
the choir of angels receive thee, and mayst thou have
eternal rest with Lazarus, who was formerly .poor,’

At the Tomb

the corpse Is sprinkled with blessed water ; the cruci- -
fix is in evidence .al the head of the coffin’} “solemn
silence prevails, excepi. for the voice of the celeprant, .
who™ chants aloud : ‘I am the Iiesurrection ‘and  the
Life : he that believes in Me, though he be dead, shall
live : and everyone that lives and believes in Me shall .
never die.’ .
Over the open. grave, is now intomed that hopetul
and triumphant caniicle of. Zachary :_ ‘Blégsed be the .
Lord God of Israel, because He hath ¥isited and .
wrought the redempiion of His people.’ And oice more :
‘To give the knowledge of salvation to His people ;
for- the remission of 'thieir sins:’ The entire ' canticle. is -
an eloquent and strenuous outburst of --gratitude, from
a heart glowing with love ad ilumined by the Holy
Ghost. « It 18 replete with faith-and .love: and - trust. .
How appropriate here at- the Dpen- grave, in the: hear-
ing of the hushed multitude, and at: the- final ‘view of
the corpse! It takes the -stiug out of .grim ~déath, -
and is a song of triumph over. the grave, which must
one day give up its 'risen tenant. It elevates -every -
heart and awakens the fnest Teligious sentiments.

-

; . N It
inspires all with. -hope in. the salvation  of the dear -
departed. ¢ Salvalion,*-it proclaims, * from, . our - ene--
mies | ; the coming-.of “the Orient “from -on high* ;.

the accomplishment of the primeval. promise
Abrabam—* the redemption of His people.’ -

Then follow the * Kyries,® which are so many cries
to the Lord™ znd. ‘his Christ for -meréy, The ¢ Pater
Noster ’ is once more recited,
ing. supplication :- “From the
soul, Lord: May he rest
rites aptly -conclude ™ with the-
Holy Souls in - general': * Ma
souls of - the faithful departed,
God, rest in peace.’

‘made unto -*

gate --of hell, deliver his
In pedce.” “The fuxneral :
usiial “prayer for  the
y his soul,  and-all the
thigugh' the  mercy of -
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The mournful dirge awak-

| raments.

followed by the fouch. t sion’ would- be ‘Sifficient to défray

. Bo. far so good, respecling the obsequies of the ex--
emplary Christian. Buat . here spiings up) &, sad thought;
wiich “dethdnds “clear “and strenuous expreéssion.
respects the ! - oo

i

Graceless Deaths e
There is no, dedying the indifferent
. lives of some. They fail in fealising the .ideal of:
" good and sound Christians. -The honored name of
Catholic they. retain Lo the.end, -Others were known,
to be members of the Church long “years _ago. Some.
were suspected.-lo be Catholics; when  themselves and
the -Colony. were fewer in, years-and more godly than
in advanced age. C
. eral, usually .die withoubt priest or, Sacraments. Some-
' times. the death i quite sudden. Possibly the.sudden.
death is a divine visitation on -a sinful'life, Many
such untoward endings have come under-our -notice.
Many invitations to repentance. had-~ been. given, many
warnings. Divine Providence -and -His ministers had

of some persons.

“This-
Lhis:

Tharsday, November 8, 1906

Persons of this description, in gen-"

been long since calling- to grace - and: reconciliation,

| But sin and worldliness prevailed... f Time. enough L
. Somé-day I'll do better. I'm no worse than othets,”.
. Such, were the vague promises of some. Others resent-
* ed all inlerference with them. They "were satisfied
with their state, or pretended that. they- were. They
. hearkened mot to the divine .warning :.~ Delay not to,
be converted to ihe -Lord, and defer- it not from day
to -day.! And ouce more: ‘‘The nighl. cometh when
no man_ can wotk,’ The -dreadful’ words of St.- John
in his Revelations - had no meaning - for _them ¢ And
whosoever was ‘not found “written in the book of , life
: was .cast imto -the pool- of fire.” They did not _{ear.
God, therefore they neglecied everything appertaining
to salvation. They had long neglected %o adorn the
soul with ‘sanclifylng grace, and. now, When- _the sud-,
den pummons of death has come, .they. know .nothow
to say: ‘ Father,
spirit.’ ' Hely Job proclaims o
upon earth is a warfare.” But this spiritual, combat
they did not wage. .Rather, ; they resigned themselves
willing slaves .fo tihe triple enemy of their immortal
souls.
ist : * When my strengih - shall fail, do.-not Thou for-
sake me.’ Their -death, sad . to- say, .seems a reflex of
- their lives. Priest and prayer.and Sacraments are con-
spicuous by - their absence fiom such deathbeds. How
fares it with the souls of such persons ?
they have died without the armour of the Holy Sae-

that * the-_life -of man

“(To be concluded next week.)

The New Zealand’ International  Exhibition

v

The New Zealand International Exhibition -at
Christehurch was opened wilh "great eclat on Thursday
last by his Excellency the ‘Giovernor, The Governor-and
Lady Plunket were reccived at_the main entrance by
the Premier, Sir Joseph Ward, who Wwas accompénied
by the vice'présidents, -the Txecutive Commissioners;
and the cdremonial committee, In .decliring. the Exhic
bition open his Excellency delivered an eloquent ad-

unto Thy hands I commend. my.,

They' know not now the language of thePsalm- -

However, -

dress, in the course of which he said :—New Zealand, |

with her ehérméus and coustanl Wwater
only to bé larncssed, hasg hqpeful prospects as a man-
ufacturing - country. It is difficult .to ‘believe that,
with humanitarian legislation for the workers and the
wise treatment of capital, there will arise before long
manufacturing towns diflering only from ihose at Home
in' that - the “grinding ' poverty, -the overctowding, :the
diry, and ‘smoke, amd’ fog will be dbsent? . I do not
think the :people ‘of New Zealand' will. consider that I
have over-estimated the probable future of this lard

- And’ it ‘seems to

supply, Wwaiting

in which they take sp much_pride.
me that an €poch of het history stch as this ' - Exhi-
bition * is .likely - i0- prove .was -a- fitting occasion to
dwell’ upon' her [uture -and upou . the coming day.when
 this peautiful country ..will: _be no} ;
brosperous,: but happy, prosperous, and-great.

-Bir Joseph Ward ,igllowed -with.

. ohly:-happy and .

a’.speech, in whish -

he referred to *the* pivgress thade-- by’ ther Colony- sirnce .
the time of the New . Zealand- and- South Seas Exhi- -

bition im 1889, when the Colony’s,
ued at £9400,000 -last’ yeéar “they ~ whre
£15,000,000. The imporis for the respective
were £6,2014,000, and* £12,800,000, =g “that our
had more :than doubled, "While, the exports had - alsq
incressed -largely. 1In conelusion, he &aid that Mr,
Munro was of “opirion that ‘the £§3,00{] voted last Fes-

irs

worth
periods
imports

the entire cost-
the -Exhibion. “The 'outlook,, therefore,
miging. Persondlly, ‘he hoped i
thtouphout' the” period that the Exbibition would be
oped would be s0 godd that' the project would show a
profit dinstedd of a deficiy, - i B

The weither Was Dbeautlful, and Christchutch looked’
at its best. °Thé opénihg cétbifiony was a brilllans,
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