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relegated them to. the obscurity which they were so well
fitted 1o adorn. Plausible liars need a good memory,
ihe constructive facully, a scnse of proportion, and’ a
nice perceplion of ploba.bllltics
male . impostor who accompanied, him were notably defi-
cient in all these qualities. "¢ They lie bravely *, said we
in one of our ‘Pink 'Fiils’ ‘(the name by Whlch our
w1dely-c1rcula,ted pamphlets . came to- be
known} ; ‘but they lie so clumsily and .inconsistently
that they merstep the bounds ‘of their art, and ~be-
come, not so much’ rclatwely clever De Rougemonts, as
vulgar, second-hand Munthausens—mere rctailers of other
lmpos.tors‘ wares . . i, . : >
Tlus precious pau‘ of low. olaesque romancers appear
to ha.ve once more emerged from their retreat and to
have begun again prca.chmg*the sacrosarnct gospcl of
assafoetida at thp Amegrican aqmvalent of *front seals
- one shilling, back seals sixpence’. * Brann’s Iconoclast’
(a spriglitly non—Ca.thohc TexXas journal) ‘has faken the
male Traud in hands, suSpended the rules (as”is fitling
in dealing-with such amimals), and wiped the earth with
him to the rollomng lively tune (we quote from the San

Francisco " Monifor ') : 4 Thcle afe three kinds of lta1s in
the lard : The harmless Munchausen who romances for
amusement, and whosé - falsehoods do no harm

Machiavellian liar, whose mendagity “bears ihe &.ta.mp of
original genius, and the stupid prevaricator, who rechews
ihe fetid vomit of other villajhs snnply because he lacks
a fecund brain -lo breed falsehoods io which he may
play the lather. And Slatiery’s a rank specimen of the
latter class.” When he.attempis t6 brahch out for him-
self e invariably comes {o grief. After giving a dread-
ful account of how Catliolics persecute those who re-
nounce the faith, dcclanng Lha,t. they were a disgrace tg
the Church while they were within its pale, Be produced
.a certificate from a Philadelphia, minister 4o the eficct
that he—the Philadeiphian—had visited- Slattery’s -old
parish in Ircland and*the Catholics there declared that
he was a good aml faithiful priest ! What Slatiery
seems to lack to become a ﬂrsi,—claSS fraud is continuity
of thougit.. He lies fuently, -even entertainhigly, but
not consislentiy.” The Genial Showman once said that
‘it would have bin len dollg,u. In Jefi.. Davis’s pockets ii
he'd never beéen-born’. It would have been dollars
galore in Slautuy 8 pocket it -he-had never bumped up
against the * Iconoclast™ ‘or the ''New Zealand Tablet ',
Strewers of - poisoned tinned-tacks cahnot always saiely
waltz about baiefooted. . And wherever ihe Cliftondale
adventurexrs may stroll -in search of filth-stained shekels,

they will probably Jceep clear ot our’ tight littie is~
lands.
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Mrs.Eddy - _-... . .
*In the sweetest bud
The eating canker dwells ',

Mrs. Fddy is not exa."di.ly c'me"of your_ sweet-bud maidens.
She is * of a ceriain age’, as polile.French pcople say.
Beyond this,-she is just a shrewd business wowan who
knows the money value of a ¢ fancy new religion. She
coined Christian Seience (which is neitheg Christian nor
scientific) inle a bulky plle of .shekels, And now | the
cating canker of decay has set its fangs wupon -her
vilals; her Christiap Selence (despite its. miraculous
cla.unb) has not iuduced il to relax its hold ; and her
generous and too trusting dupes are asking wha.t has be-
come of the millions that her * scientific ’ ﬁnancmg rol-
led into her fob., “The ‘siluation presents aspects of much
interest to New Zealandem who remember the story of
the Temple of 'I‘luth nm Canterburys ‘capital.

A cardinal’ principlé._of’ Chmstla:n Science is

papers) Mrs. - Eddy has- been for some time under medi-
cal or surgical ‘treaiment for cancer,  Whether the story
be frue or false, deponent saith mot. But it seems that,
in practice at least Chnsnan bclence has its a.dn'utted

popula.rly.

« the

its
utter rejection of ihe .aid of medical science.: Yet (so .

runneth a stouily contladmted cahle story in our daily

S who draw the line._at broken bones
SBlattery and the fe- |-

__Eddyites, retained their connection with™ Mr,.

, she frankly admilted.
" Doctor of Divinity,
. hew teeth
+ He will do it wilhout delay. When .you_ get vour teeth,

. come round and we'll see what can be done about that

. arbificial

* society where

Tis happily very rare.

_right .

the ills that flesh is heir to.
read of some of its exponents
And did not- ihe
‘ngh Priesiés§ hersell somewhere- ma.ke an exception i
favor of contagtous discases—bn account of the stifiness
of neck and the hardness of heart -of Public - “Health
authorities ? . And, a.ocordmg {oan- American paper, two
at least amon,, her disciples- chdlked: up: the cure-line:at
lost molars. It happened - thus : ~A few -years ago, a
well—matched pair of Mrs. Eddy’s dis¢iples- paid (so* to.
speak) a -business visit to the Rev. Dr. Flenson, a popu-
lar Baptist minister-of Chicago.- The callers, although-
Henson's”
-Henson

limitations as a cure of
‘We have, for-instance,

corgregation. - Now it so - happened that Mr.

.. (like Polyphemus and Lords Nelson and Wolseley) - has
. only one-good

eye. Hia visitors {says the narrator)
had felt-for some time that-their- pastor .would be much
improved if - his * lame’ eye "could be made whole like
unio the other. Why should not ! their pg.stbr have two
.good eyes as-well as'one? So they.went 1o  see - him
aboul- it. .-* We have been ‘praying for .vou’, they said
to him, ‘thal Yyou may have two perfect:eyes, and have
now come to pray with:yon. Will you not -ask:the-
.Lord right here and now 10. give You a rew eye?!
Dr. Henson's reply was - sumewhat” discoiicerting, “What
kind of teeth “hdve “you ?- he suddernly’asked- the :‘naleﬁ
IZddyite. - ¢+ Why-—why, that's' a strange- guestion,” he’
stammered, ‘but - I .don't-mind- tellmg; you that ™, my
teeth are mosﬂy false.’ What ~kird- of * teeth do ~.you
use, sister ?'- he asked of the -other: - ¢ Same “kind;’>
! Well, -good friends ’, rejoined the
‘you go and ask-God-to grow some
in your moulhs. According to.your theory, .

new eye’'. Well, the upshot of it was that those two
good people are still grirdifig their, Qua.ker Oats, with
molars, and Dr. Herson still, looks down an,
his cong'regatmn with (in ihe double sense, We hope) a
smgla eye.

Si— .
Salt to Shake PR —

Cathohcs——-especlally those who conﬁne their Joumal—
istic reading to the. da.lly papers—would do well in these-
parlous tunes to carry about a peck of salt in_ their
pockets, They will need it all if they are gomg to.
swallow the siories of papal and episcopsal chuckle-
headedness that coze through the cables from anticlerical
sources in Paris, awd of ° agrarian -outrages’ that - are
invented or ‘adapted ’ in the interests of the anti-Irish
Ireland that fs * yellow;’, Pecople that are otherwise
reputable hequcntly do’ nob resist - the temptation to
strengthen the lines and round the dJorhefs and  em-
broider the details of their * gdod * (or bad) stones, in
order to heighten the -effect.: But in those regmns of
Christian ideals afd principles prevail,
the- thorough-going falsehood—the lie of pure. inveption—
In the political world, however
~more espaﬂally during periods of-great ferment—out-
Iying is now probably much moi€’ a, - -Europedn
. Great Power than it was in the' day when the economist
Ricardo coined his historic dictum. A speclally severé
_ gconomy of truth is to- be -expected, “a mattér of
course, from politicians who (li%e thosk™in Fraice) have

cast off the principles of superfiatural faith and its mora.l
y restraints, and -entered upon a-fierce apd unrelentmg war
against; all religion. It is therefore no surprise to find
that the steam-faclories- of ihe*Political Fib in “that’
lodge—udden latd are working over-bime. .+ Never tell a
. e, wrote Mark Twain-in an a.utograph album ;™ and
then came the afterthought : ™ P.S. —ixcept to keep in
practice ’. There is-no danger “that political prevarica-
tors, especmlly in Flan.ce will ha.ve lack of practiee
with their favorié weapon. ']hey take their cue from
Voltaire, the trad ?mer of 'the sa.mtly Maid of Orleans.
For half a century,. until .death cut short “his evll
career, Voltaire waged war a.gamsi‘. ‘the Ghurch “with-a -
bitterness - that assumed at last™ the” proportwns ‘of _a-
sort of ohsessmn Falsehood sa.tlre, and ridlcule were
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