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s ‘,a. complete quarl,‘ur—e .hzom . ahy hitherto seen here,

and will no doubt prove a

great attraction. The tab- -

leaux will be representative of the litle " of ihe fesli- -

val, .In the first place will be shown a vision of
Columbus, followed “by others dealing with the dis-

_covery.- ol -America,” the birth
western nation: . The- subject
range- of dresses,- from - Lhe

and progress ol thegreat '
lends ditself 10 -a  pgreat !
picturesque garb of - the

American Indians to the rich costumes of the Court of
. Spain.  The festival 'is to be in aid of the bujlding

fund “of
Dunedin. - -

the Convent of the Sisters of Mercy, South

< The ampual musical and dramatic entertainment by -

the pupils of the Sisters of St,

Foresters’ Hall, Port Chalmers

Joseph Was given in the -
» on "Friday evening. There -

was-a very large atiéndance, The programme was g lengihy .
one, including instrumeital items, dialogues, action Songs,
votal solos, glees, ete.” These were: all rendered must
capably, reflecling -the painstaking care of the teachers
anfl also assiduons practice on the ratt .of the various
performers. The enlertainment was opened by ‘an instru-
mental duet (* Waves of the~ Ocean,’ four pianosy by
tht Misses Anderson, Hart, Borlase (2}, ‘Hughes, Drake,
Manning, and Master Manning ; followed by .a ‘chorus
{*'Through Erin’s Isle 'y by the pupils ang choir ; "song
and .chorus - (! A soldier -"and a. man ", by Master

Hart and senior hoys;

dialogue (' The children’s

choice '); By Missos Arbour, Simpson, Johnson; and
Masters Albertson, and Johnson ; song (¢ Christm@g holly
berries ’), by 1he girls; dialogue (‘ The Woideriil

Stholar ]
mental duet (¢ Seotch ajrs

) Masiers Mackie, Mulany, and Carey® instiru-

')~ by_ Misses Anderson,

Mylqueen, M‘Cann, Dorvington,, ~M‘Dermid, Varney,

and  Masters Mead; anpd
(. Dolly, Dolly *), by junior

M'Dermid’;._‘action  song,
pupils ; dialdgue (* Scene in

the Beach School °), by Masters Ca.re'y;-gfiéa.pher), Fiyfan

{2), Lippart, Varuey, 0'Neil,

bertson, and Smith. The frsl part- of. 7%

Mulany, “Apinalfitano,  Al-
he entertain-

ment cofcluded wilh » Mrama, ° The Duchess of Mans-
feldt,’ the principal characters being - taken bWy “the
Misses M. Borlase, Hart (2), A. Borlase, E. Dorfing-

fon, and M'Dermid. The second

singing the chorus,” * Dunedin Irom the bay,” followed.. by

songs aud solos. The eniertai
* Procrastination,’ ~ in' which

nment; closed with the farce -
the principal characters

were taken by Masters Iiarg, Mackie, Mulany, “Mead,

Moir, and Varney. During the
"Hearn complimented the pupils_on . their perform
thanked the audience for their attendanece.

interval the Rev. Father .
ance, aml

:  CORRESPONDENCE
- - *
[We donot hold ourselves responsible for the.views expressed by ‘dor~
. respondenta.] -
er— N "

A SUGGESTED FORWARD MOVEMENT ON THE

EDUCATION QUESTION ‘

ETUR

To the Editor.
Sir,—In your issuc of October 18,- you' very iruly
and appropriately say : ¢ The bringing up of youlh iz a-
sacred trust.  Catholics willi not fail of sacrifice for it,
‘But it needs pushing in #is political aspect. And 4his
is not to be aghieved by the timid silence and- inaeti—

vity that are liable to be ini
faith or hope in our cause, o
present it adequately before o

erpreted to mean loss of

L a sense of inmability. to
ur fellow-cotnbrymen, ‘or &

lack of trust in their sense of iustice, or a iame agqui-

Tescence  in- a naliomal wrong."' Whether

one . or

more of these interpretations account for the * {imid
silence and  inactivity ' of recent years, the pushing of

the Catholic claims- in the political aspect is, as

Mr

Scott observes in his letter, now * moribund,” He might
have gone furtler. and said- ihat it is dead, right out..
At the last elections, you leard not a word in the
candidates’ speeches of our Cause ; not a candidate

troubled about sounding -Catholics as to iheir
not’ an Orangeiman Lhought it .worth while to.

claims ;
v put g

question, at an election meetitg, on the subjeet ; -not a

Catholic, 1 fear, zave the Iidu
in deciding for_whom to vole,
in favor of the Calholic claims

cation Question a thought
The political agitation
was regarded as” dead.

An oceasional . shot fired of from the ° Tablet ' ~ offics
. can hardly be-called agitation ; it-indicates, at most,
that there remaips cause for. agitation, and that one of .

the agitators is stif] diving,

- . Hence Mf." Scotl's proposal to be up and doing—do-

ing something . ‘‘definite, feasible '—comes - as a
“iresher. It brings g sense of possibility of relief from

re-

-the dark prospect of -having elernally to pay for. work

.done for the -Goverhment—for

work for whichthe Govern-

ment-ought “in” right and justice to pay. . I’ trust it

will help to .arouse us from
! tame acquiescencs in a great

our ignoble conditiom of
national wrong,®

It s clear -tbat . Catholic votes .are. too few to in-
fluence the Legislature. That the Catholic “voice -may
"be heard . in  Parliament, couverts to ‘our cause ~-must
be made in large numbers from -putside, .- Mr, Scott
points out a way—easy and.-simple epough, -Fethither-
.to ‘untried—wherein . $tiong hopes may, pe.gntq:;-tamegl_ of
making these converts. No doubt, "thers is a vast. nur-
ber of people in the- Colony who' are’ not - secularists,
who are anxious for a Christian education: of . some
sort.for theii children,, who are as much alive asz we-
to the evils, 1goral and relipious, pecessarily arising
~from a godless, non-Christian system ‘of education.
Ma,{r not 1his vast mine of influcnce’he  utilised, if pro-
perly approached and prospected? ' - < ST ST
This suggestion of  Mr. Scott’s secms excellent, cof-
ciliatory, trusting——to approach the official representa-
-tives of the largé Proigstanti® Kodies who,” -in common
with us, desire Chris{ian “education’; to=approach: them
with the. view of -creating a wutual good -understanding
of claims, and-of establishing a joint  committee . by
Wwhom questions of agreenient and ‘difforence’ might be
“discussed and medns of ‘commén - action “devised. |, But
- would the hecads.of-ithé Protesiant ‘hodies fall in _with
- the proposal ? « M. Scott, who has--had favorable-, pp-
portunities to know, thinks they would. .- This point can
be. setiled only ' by~ making some advance. In case "of
failure, there would be no loss of “dignity; - and no.
harm, but good ouly, - resulting. New lifé~would accrue
to a. dead or motibund. - agilation, -- Those.- venerable
men, in synod assemnbled, would for onece, at allevents,
hear our views put ‘ viva voce' .before .them. . The
secular papers Wwould: discuss the “episode "and so’help
to.spread an acqueaintadee with™-tHese “Views: We shouid :
show ourselves . alive’ and .able -to present  Catholic
prineciples hefore .our fellow-counirymen,.. whilst. at -ihe,
same time displaying &~ feeling - of  confidence..in the
honesty of purpose dnd sense of justice of " thoSe dif-
fering from “us. - We “should show ourselves not - open
to_ the charge of uawillingress: to - join -in sotidl move-
ments or combine wilk _others-for ; the- common good.

|~ Neither  could it be said that' lhe -Catholic - Church
bart opened by the pupils . °

“is a preal prop of secularisin and godiéssness it the
Colony, in as much as she either neglects or opposes
. the eflorts of {he Protestant depominations towards in-
trodueing Christian ideals and pringiples into..our educa-
iional system. .- L ea. T
It is obvious that the longer-: active agitation -is.de-
férred the more ‘difficult will  Lhe way of success he-
Come. Under the present godless system, large numbers
of children—-are now, and will- :lie, brought: up in * re-
+ lipious “ignorance and indiflereniism - These- will 7 - turn
out dpnostics and practical atheists. _Every decdde of
years brings a change [or -the wolse—an Wdvante in
the <direclion of npaturaiism and the worship of “two
deities, Mammon and, sensval pieasure.. : These.* .after-
Christians, ' as Mr. JDevas ealls, them, will—whether as
VOteIs or as members: of Parlia,'i__iig‘:ht—tur'ma very deaf
ear to proposals made - {hém in regard'to the refigious

- education of their children. - "Aaeligions educAtion—the

idea will be \ail nonsense - to _them, :Immeasurably bet-

ter, therefore, to deal in Lhis . mnalter .with-those who
still believe in" the RBible atd Hold to some of the
famiiar forms of -~ Protestant ° Christlanity. ~ These
‘ after~Christians ' are proving - themselves® g poor, lot.
Look at them in Fiance; look ~.ai ihem in e
Uniled States of Ameriea, : L e

It is a significant -facl =ihat -of - the tens of thoui-
ands who have come “over 1o {ihe Churck in Englaud
and America for the last sixty . or

r sevenly vyears,
scarce one has come over from Jnfidelity. Our’ con-

verts have come from’ Episcbpalia_n'ism, Preshyterian-

ism, and Methodism. -.On every  aecount, then, it is

better to deal with ihose who retain Christian ideals

and beliefs than~ with those who haVve cast ithem - off,

ut we know whither godless education. tends apd-with

© what rapidity i6 produces ils irreligious Tesults. There-
fore, there is little lime for drowsy” inactivity, ' The

circumstances point to Lhe “maxim ;Y Whatever thy hand

can_dg, do” it ~quickly.’ - : .

Mr. Scott need ot De alraid, I fancy, -that, _his
proposal will be disregarded- by those who are inter-
ested in seeing poor Catholic “patents- relieved of 1ihe
heavy burdens now pressing upon them through our un-
just education laws, . He will he ‘gratified.-to find. that
his proposal will afford food for  discussion., with a1
view to action, in HEWSPAper correspondence, in -Cath-
olic Society mectings, at privale reunions, and - espe-
clally at the -Clergy Synods to- be held ‘at -the centres,
two  or ihrec rmonths hence.—I am,. ete., : - e

. * WILLIAM BURKE, :

Invercargill, Ociober 29, 1908, . - .

i To the Editor, ) PRC

8ir,~It is impossible 10" read the able letter writ-
ten in your columns on * A- suggested forward “move-
ment on the education question ' . without being  im-
pressed with the facl that Mr. Scott is “thoroughly in



