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The Value of Pictures

(From our own correspondent.).
„,, .„ „ - " October 27.
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ng re?ly '^ '?t is fortunate the hoiumember should have deferred so important a questionas this, upon which the majority of members would-have desired to speak, until the.dying,hours of the'session when it would-not be possible for. justice tb bedone to it. This is the'moie to be regretted as apri-vate member moved the motion referred to,inthe Com-monwealth Parliament, and a similar course has' beenopen to the hon. gentleman all the .session to followZ"** J*. ,so .desifed/-= The matter is one thatshould certainly receive ..attention.early, in the nextsession, and care' should be taken to "see that the aues-tion is brought before the House
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The splendid collection of pictures which has been'got together for the Christchurch International Exhibi-tion reminds us that pictures have always beenaprofit-able investment either for the individual or the nation,for, if good, they invariably increase in value- withage. As a general rule an artist'must have been dea-dfor many years before his work is appreciatedat itstrue worth. At a recent sale At Christie's, Londonsome of the canvases brought double" what they werepurchased for a few years ago. Two portraitsby theDutch artist, Nicholas Elias, which had been purchasedoriginally for £1200, were knocked down for £3UOOguineas;a landscape by Constable realised £l0f(0 morethan was paid for it; while Gainsborough's 'Vis-countess Tracy » was sold for 6000 guineas, or, rough-ly, twice the sum for which its late owner purchased
Similar cases of pictures doublingand trebling theirvalue might be multiplied indefinitely, butmore inter-esting are the cases in which the increase in value hasbeen fifty and a hundredfold. Thus, Reynolds' askedbut 150 guineas for his famous canvas, « Mrs.- Siddonsas the Tragic Muse.' Not long ago this picture wassecured for Xl7000 by a dealer, who within a weekhad parted with itit a profit of £5000, or approxi-mately £7 for every shilling of its original costIn 1863 Gainsborough's portrait.of Frederick Dukeof York was acquired at the Bicknell sale for sixty-" s»x guineas to find 1 a purchaser at Christie's fortyyears later for 251^ guineas. At the same sale two
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landscapes by < Old Chrome ' realized 2,050 guineas, orconsiderably more than a guinea for every shillingwhich the ex-errand boy of Norwich received for them-and four Gainsboroughs were bought for 8900 guineas
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Wanganui

(From our own correspondent.).
October 27.Rev. Mother. Aubert, of Wellington, has been inWan-

ganui during the past week on business concerning theHome at Jerusalem. -^ --v-^' '" - " "■

The St, Mary's Catholic CIW-2re-
forming an ath-letic branch, which will have for its object runningand cycling competitions during the season. -■ " Alreadyabout 30 members have given in their' names.The Government have decided to start a State CoalDepot in Wanganui. ,The depot will be-situatedat therailway end of Ridgway street, and will be open to thepublic on February 1., ■

Another of our old parishioners, Francis Williams,died in the Hospital on last TVloqday at the ripe oldage of 74 years. He was a devoted memoer of theSacred Heart League, led an exemplaryilife, ami waahighly respected by air who knew him.— R.l.P;
At the military tournament held' last night in theDrill Hall, a squad from the Marist Brothers'4Schoolgave a very fine exhibition of dumb-belLexercisesThey were greatly applauded by^ the large audiencepre-sent. . - " ,-."'" J "
The following aie .tlie marks awarded to the pupils

of the convent at the tecent practical musical exami-nation held under, the auspices of the AssociatedBoard of the R.A.M. and R.C.M. (maximum marks15ft-distinction ,130; pass, 103) .-—lntermediate grade— DoraCarroll (singing), 112 ;Lucy Shanley (piano-),111 ;. AnnieSullivan (piano), 106. School examination (maximum150'; distinction 130 ;pass 100) :— Higher division— Jose*phine Lloyd (singing), 116 ;Clarice Gower (singing), KX>,
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