10

_NEW ZEALAND TABLET

* plum -pudding is packéd with raisins—with the failures’

ol the ape <0 become a-man. But the *link’, or
links, arc missing to  this moment,  Ard they are
likely {0 remain missing for ‘ever and aye.  Mblreover,

the remains. found in' the earth’s crust show ng evi-
dence ‘whatever of a serics in which one.form. of
creatures “tails off ™ or gradually metges by  minute
thanges into another. “1t is ~ the' old story: as to
t¥pes of <creatuves, the gaps afé fn the rocks just whefe

they are in forest.-and field, on sea and shore, in our .

day. And what shall we say of the fantastic material-
istic theory—which all true science damns—that naiure
progresses as steadily ‘as the march of fate from sim-
plicity to complexity, from lower to higher and - ever
and ‘ever higher, by mere blind, unguided chance, with-
out purpose, without Intelligence, without lranscendent

Power? The demands of Failh upon our'intqllect are
as. nothing compared- with the demands of. pseudo-
scientific: unbelief upon our credulity. -
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nother * Irish Outrage :

- Of the making,-* faking ’, or ' adapling * of * Irish
outrages * there is no end. But, thanks 1o the clum-
siness .and indiscretion of " the manufacturers and adapters
the * Irish outrage’ now .stands on about the same level
of . veracity as the *nissionary tale’, the * fish story °,
ard ihe *‘snake yarn’. As -a political resort, tha
‘ Irish outrage ' has’from time 1o time played: an im-

portart pari—when llome Rule was to be opposed or a_

Coercion Act ito be rushed . through ihe Commons, with
the application of Ulhe ‘gag’ or closure. But that is
no flonger possible since the days when Mr. Labpu-
chere convulsed the House with his famous analysis and
exposure of the methods by whioh ' gutrapes ' were offi-
cially manuiactured and officially calalogued din the
Green Isle for polilical purposes, Mr. Lahouchere
broke a rotten parly sliek on the back of the party
that used it. A small boy in Mayo may (and vn:ll)
still get fined or imprisoned for whisiling ° Haryey
Duff’. So will~ a law-abiding Galway. peasant who
'smiles in a threabening manner' at a ‘ peeler’
{policeman) ; and a like penalty. awaits a Malahide
man who ‘blows his nose in a disrespectful way lo-
wards ' a sensitive ‘ mimber iv the forcé---at ihe other
side of the streel. DBut such desperate felons no longer

appear (a8 a .rule} upon the parliamentary returns as:
Nay,_

the perpetrators of Trish ‘' agrarian outrages-’.
Pat Molloy may even, in the course of a ‘casual
*argymint '—in which he has got ‘aw bhout de son
latin,’ to the end of his verbal weapons of. conviction
~heighten the color of Neil White's left eye; -Neil
White may retort in kind; and the chances are against
the brief encounter being  in this year of grace 1906
entcred in the official records:as five separate and dis-
tinct-*outrages”. Under the coercionist regime of the
early eightiés, the official * outrage '-mongers looked at
such. an incident with the multiple-eye of a blow-fly,
but’ without the blow-fiy’s capacity for seeing the mul-
tiple image as- one. They rated the. 'verbal ‘argymint’
a5 one ‘outrage’; Pat Molloy’s .right-harder was-
number two; Neil White’s response was the thirg ; a
pane of glass  accidentally cracked during.the Jatier
part of the discussion counted'as the fourth; and a
spilled jug of .milk the -fifth and last. -Such me-
thods. ‘of enumeration .give a point 1o the
degrees. of .comparison in falsehood :

and statisties. .- . - IR S

lies, thumping lies,

Here is- the latest Bulgarian atroéity from Ireland-—
we take it from last - Saturday’s issue of a New Zea:
land daily centemporary :— . . : -

¢ An extraordindly condition of afiairs existed at the
end ol July at Keadue, Counly Roscommon, Ireland,
where the parish priest (Father Meehan) dnd the school
. teacher were relentlessly boyeotted b¥ the parishioners.
A vacancy for a .leacher occurring, Fathér Meehan ap:
pointed a stranger to, the posifior, but hi4 parishioners
demandod’ the appointment " of the son of the. former
teachet, and insisted on’ popular control. At latest

familiar -

| -
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advices there was no appearance, of “either side giving
way. Violent scenes have taken place. Graves were
dug outside tihe residences of- Father Meehan and the
imported. teacher, -who had to .he placed under police
- protection. - ‘The. Bishop of the diocese. (Dr. Hoare)
excommunicated-several of -the Teaders -of '—* .

Aline’ is missing bere.” Buf i mattérs-not. Thé
difference " betweth- this and the ofhier * Irish- Giftrages '
recently cabled Lo our shores is|this: that they-weré
fabrications purfe -and “siniple, and|this has®s Golorable
.substratum ‘of {ruth. But then|“a lie"which is half
a™truth is ever the blackest” of ‘liés *. * The story is, .
jouvna.listically,‘- old enough to be mildewed. It “was
going ‘the rounds-of the British-press as far back- as
July, ‘and -at’ ilie time of = republication’ in New Zea:
land the latest advies ' to hand\were later ihan the
middie of -September. Moreover, .(the, story was al-
ready severa} weeks old whep the,* Glasgow Observer ®
set about investigaling it, and, -atier having been at

'{.-¢onsiderable pains -to ascertain the truth of the mat-.

ter, it was able Lo publish the realifacts-of the case in
‘its issue of Seblember .g. { )
L ‘ .
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<7 The substyathm of truth in copnéction with ; this

latest ! agrarian oulrage® is this :'~=Lth_a.t'-a:s far back ds

October, ‘1903, there was some trouble in connection
with the appointinent of a new male teacher. The Fest

of . the story. is malevolent distortion, , exaggeration,

and ‘fake’. Here are the facts of the:case as vouched
for by the ! Glasgow Ohserver's® corresp_oﬁdent on., the
spot - (1) There was no hoycoti—relentless or octher-
wise~~either of Falher Meehan or-of the teacher by ‘.the

pavishiomers ’. - (2} The question “of" ¢ popular control ?

‘never cropped up. The- appointment- was ~‘made by
Father Meehan (manager of the school). in full accord-

"ance with This legal rights and the' regulations in 'the

case made and provided by the ~Commissioners - of

National Education in Ireland. (3) The trouble was

caused, not by * ihe’ parishioners’, but by s small and
hoisy kno_t of them who- desired. the appointment of a
particular man to whom they. were united-by ties of
blood or friendship, but who' was’ deemed by the respoh-

sifile manager of 1ihe school to he quite unfitted for the
posilion. (4) No * graves’. were dug, a5 .alleged, either
oulside the residence of Falher Mechar or of the jm-
ported tgacher . A hole or grave (not ! graves ’) was

dug in ihe school groiunds, but ihere was nothing to

indicate for whose, benéfit this laborious bit of %iumor’

was intended. (5) The © latest advices' were some six
weeks old when the courts dealt with the last attempt

of-the ' interested parties to .ammcy: ‘tihe imported

teacher . ¢ Siuce lhen’, says the * Glasgow Observer '

‘ there is peace’, S
: ! .

4 The parochizi tipple has 'subsided, and Keadue has
relipsed into.-itd accustomed ¢aln. But -the reader
Who is unacquainted with the factivalue of *Iiish “out-
r:i‘"g'es ' would jmagine, on -reading .the “story as re-told
in our New Zealand contemporary, that all Keadye
was, -‘ at latest advices ’, being swept and ‘rent _and
shivered ‘by social earihquakes, cyclotes, waterspouts,”
and .‘tornadoes. The methods apd. progeedings of inter-.
estod factions, whether in Ireland ‘of -in’ New Zealand,

. are not commonly marked witht.” v -0

" “That reposs: . -

Which stamps {be caste of Vere de Vere'.. '

. Bit the knot of excited and- diSippdinted peasants, in
remole Keadue were Bayards of, chivairy compared with-
. the coarse-grained fanatics who a.few years ago be-
fouled the Rongahere State school (Otago), burned the
teacher's (Miss" Annett's) house, , with. her -piano - and
her. other eficets—just '-because, she was a. * Papist 't
-and made her fly for her Jifé -froma district in  which
(ds ome-of the Dunedin papers declared) the still . un. -
' punished perpetrators. of the outrage had éymiaa.tiriseié
on every side. . Bishop - Hoare and. Father --Mechan
found a” means of according a male teicher in Keadus
aii* fmmundty from persecution that neither .the police, -
nor the outspoken " Dunedin press; nor public opiniocn, nor

IVES |—1f ﬂm want to gﬂt_.ig.ynur husbands, give them I 0

! Hondsi-Tanka" to drink. toh them smile |

NE GOOD. THING sbout buging Hondsl-Lanka” Tea i
’ﬂut;xon _]g:q;; ;pu’n.m;{qt ten ouly, .- - “ ‘:' ;
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