
Thursday,October 25,1906 NEW ZEALAND TABLET
all my fault. Your kindness to me, of which I
shouldn't have taken advantage, has .brought this
trouble on you.' - - - - " '

Mrs. Craven drove home in a state of simmering
indignation. What a hardened sinner the girl must be!
How she'had brazened the matter out ! Hearing Aus-
tin come in, she called to him;- - ' ' " '

' Well, mother mine, what, is it ? '.-.ils it possible that you went ,after, that dress-maker's girl with the money'?1
'" ' ~''* Yes, Idid,' he replied promptly. VHow did you

,come to know ?'
- .'

Ishould like to hear, first of all, why youdid
such a silly thing ?'

- . >.-,
-

" 'Truth to^ teil, mother, 1 felt rather ashamed of
the"delay in paying that small amount to a' person
who had honestly earned it, and could -not afford towait for it.'-

' - _ " ""-..-
.." 'You had no right to do-what:you did without

consulting me, Austin.'-'I am sorry- to have annoyed -you, motherrIacted
on impulse, Iadmit.^ However, retribution was swift;
for Morrison„has been chaffing me unmercifully aboutthis,—a consequence of my haste.'

- \ z.'
This

' was the missing scarf, whioh he drew fromthe pocket"of his dust-coat. ' " - -
-:

'"I rushed out in a- desperate hurry,' be explained,'snatching up the white thing-I saw lying .on.;- thehall table, thinking it was my handkerchief and
crammed it into my pocket as I tore off. At 'Mor-rison's, the'children .were exploringme "for,-Jtoffee, and- unearthed what their■ father professed to think"" wasevi-dence of my " wanily." When he had- accused me of

■" a- secret desire to sport ostrich feathers"^jmtmy hat,
rings -on my fingers, and bells "on niy-toes—why,

-mother, what's thematter V
- " "V-'C'i*''^"'-:

Mrs. Graven had grown crimson. She was not abad-hearted woman, and „she repented of her harsh
judgment, faltering out an admission of it, qualified
by -the plea that, under the circumstances; her' sus-

picion-had"been natural enough. .
'We owe the young lady an apology,' he said. « I

shall lose no time in offering mine.'
- . „ -

''I dbn't sec that you - are to .blame, Austin," re-
plied his mother, a vague uneasiness in her mind—avague- desire that he should not"meet-that-girt'again.

'Well, not directly or deliberately, perhaps,' he an-swered.: 'Nevertheless, some reparation is due.' �It is certain that Agnes ,did not refuse forgive-
ness when the young man presented himself at MissPace's Jmmble dwelling to ask for it. At a laterdale he was pleading for something more,—a dearer,
more priceless gift ; and still later the little seam-stress was putting her neatest stitches and daintiest
work into a certain wedding outfit.

For at length maternal opposition to Austin Crav-
en's choice of a wife was overcome by the sunny
sweetness of the heart he had won, and Mrs. Craven -- found that"her new daughter would be very dear toher.—' Aye Maria.' ■ . "\

The tenth report on -the liabilities-of the Arch-diocese of Adelaide has just been issued by his Grkce" the Archbishop, who says :—As is well understood.bythis time, my usual annual report refers to such moneysOnly as are raised for-purposes of building and -for- purposes of. charity. My present report furnishes no" exception,to the ruh^ From March 31, 1895, to March31, 1906—a comparatively brief term of eleven years—
! -the total received for the two purposes in question

amounted to £238,840 Os 2d. Of~this total, the sumof a little over £7000 was received from the State.Children's Department for the support of uncontrollable
o.wards—boys...and girls—committed to our charce by thevbtate. Some few thousands, too, came from"non-Catholic: friends, wbo- wished to help us in the fur-therance of our charities and in the1- erection -of ourchurches and presbyteries and schools. . . . The #re-. port then deals with the old liabilities. It statesthat of the original 28-accounts only four now remain.in debt. The figure at which the old liabilitiesstarted was not the sole measure of the burden, as" .m various, .ways the old liabilities necessitated a fur-ther ;.expenditure of £43,110. During t|ie eleven years

"under review-the bills to be met in connection with'.those-old accounts amounted to £100,078./ The receipts
-for the term mentioned 'aggregated £88,802. The sum"of £11,276 has still1to be paid. Respecting-the'rem--nants of the" old' debts, the Archbishop says :'— r'The,liquidation of the Centralised Liabilities' is a matteraffecting all the- congregations of. the """""'Archdiocese... What progress the process of liquidation has made all..will be interested4n knowing. In March,-1895, those- liabilities,stood at-£37,149 19s 1-ld. At- the-end1 ' of'March of the present year they had fallen- r to £8109 r15s" lOd. -Since March last, though only five months
have elapsed, there has been a, further -^reduction tothe extentof some £1300.'

' '"'
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