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H
vAretic Gray Geese,

“A “remarkable instapce of migratory o:gq.niéa.tion_ is”
afforded every year by ‘the gray geese from the Arctic

cirelé, - which come south to the Outer Hebrides dur .

' ing October and” retwrn to- the Arctic zone in early
spring. - For several “days previous to the migration
the birds congregate at one spot, and one maiy see on
such occasions thousands of the ~geese lining the shore
and .packed” so closely together that there is scarcely
room for them to move. At length .one'of the oldet,
birds, evidently the king of ihe ‘flock, rises into the
air ; simultaneously the waiting birds give vent to wild
shrieks,” but make ‘no attempt to rise- until a‘peculiar
call is given by the leader overhead. Then some
fitty birds take wing and form themselves into a solid
triangular phalanx, three birds in line forming the apex,
and swiftly they follow in Lhe wake of the leader
towards the north. Having seen this contingent well
ot its way, the leader: returns,
immediately place thefiselves under his guidance.
Process is repeated uptil ihe whole
wing to its northern destination,.

Crop Forecasting.

Strong evidence of 2 periodicity in the-cereal crops
of FEastern England has been found by. D, - . N.-_
Shaw, Director of the Royal Meteorological Office, in
the statistics for 1585 to 1905, A good year follows -
a bad one in very regular alternation, and a maximum
average seems to bhe reached once in eleven Vears, .
with a minimum averape at an intermediate period. In
1894, in 1896, and 1898, for instance, the yield was
abundant, while in 1893, 1895, and-1897 it was deficient.
‘A year of greatest average ‘
eleven years later—was another
low points were reached. Dr, Shaw has noticed that
there is an intimate relation between the rainfall of the
autumn months and the wheat harvest of 1ihe followin
year. From such considerations he computed that the
eastern counties of England would produce 31.% bushels
of wheat per acre in 1405, and the returns at the
end of the season showed an actual yield of 32 bush-
els per acre.
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i and in 1888 and 1897

The Origin of Tinfoil.

Tinfoil, or silver paper, which is used the . world'
over for Wwrapping cigars, chocolate, cakes of yeast, .
elc., owes its ovigin, like the telephone, to. America. A
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la.rlty._ Tinfoil, or silver baper, is now_ heaten irom
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It is usually rolled in sheets four feet long by six in-
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to double’the lengih”and breadth of these *sheets with. -
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: Light and Disease.
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Intercolonial
- T , - ‘- - . -t h . r
The ® Advocate’® states that the Right Rev: Mgr.
Norton, .who: has . .been  appointed. Bishop of ' Port
Augusta,. is 4 “convert to the. ¥aith. N )
Victoria’s population is  increasing: The estimatod
-population of the Staie on Mareh, 31,- 1906, _ .was
1,222,944—610,765 males, 611,279 femdles ; -on June - 30
it was 1,226,239-613,218  males;—613,821 'females—thus
showing "an “increase of "418¢ persois, “'The- -natural -~ in-
crease during the  quatter- was 4145, and the excess
of Immigration- was. 41, L Lo
The -Rev. Father- Griffin, who '-for teil -yeafs held
the - pGsition ~of parish priest of -Albury, was ‘recently
presented "By - the - public of that place with-a valedic-
tory address--and iestimonial on the occasion .of -:lis
“transfer - o' Ganmain. The adidress was accompanied
by .a purse of- sovereigns, - subsciibed by.pecple of all
denomingtions, o R L T
 The Governor _of West- Australia, Sir  Frederick
Bedford, has  -pfoved himseli a “pood Iriend ito " ‘the
Christian Brothers’ College since. his arrival in  the
Western Stdte. This yeal his Excellency has sent two
valuabie and ‘suitable prizes’ for.ihe' anmual -Sports; one
being a ‘solid silver cup sianding _eight dnches -in
helght, the 'olher a -.curiously designed travelling silver
.cup, :accompanied by an autograph letter,
. The new Christian Brothers’ schools at Kalpaorlie
‘.were opened on Sunday, Sepiember 30, by the Bishop

4.of Perth (Dr. Gibney).. The schools will be in charge

an, who ‘was_for six- years
principal at Nudgee ege, neal ~Brisbane. The
sohiools ‘cost.- about £2000, close on £600 "of which had
- been subscribed up to the date of the opening  cere-
‘mony., - s S

A Melbourne firm

“of the Rev. Brother Dug
Colf;

{says the Sydney ¢ Freeinan ')
has ‘exposed the fact ihat a powder trust in: Englang
refuses 1o sell powder lo Australia, and - that,this
country las been obliged in consequence. to buy, its
. powder from Germany. -Of ~late the Inglish.combine
has * compelled three Uerman firms toé refuse to supply
Australia with even an ounce of powder.  Isn't ‘it
about time we started to make our own powder am
.ghot? - . .
The ‘deathis announced of Brother Donoghue, who
passed away at the Chrisiian Brothers’ High - Schodl,
. Warrnambool, on Octoher 2, at ihe age of+ 83 years,
- forty of which he had spent as ~a- Christian Brother.
Brolher Donoghue was a nafive af "Kerry, “In" early
manhood he fell a call to devote himself to God.as'a
religious teacher, and, in peuerous response, entered
the Novitiate of the Christian Brothers.: Having fre-
-cefved- the necessary -training in ‘the ‘dutiés and exer-
- cises of - feligiotts 'life, and 4in his &pecial work 'as a
teacher, he taught in various cenires in, Ireland,  not-
ably . Waterford, Tralee, and Belfast. Later on he- was
. ordered by his superiors to Australia; and has since
- labored successively -at St. Kilda, - Dunedin, -Ballarat,
cand’ Wartnambool. - ’

The appointment of the Very Rev. Father John H.
V.G., 1o, the. See of Port "Augusta rives Aus-
(says the "Catholic Press') three native-horn
omparatlively young men,
ihe Coadjutor-Bishop - Cof
of age, and is: a fing ad-
2 of New South Wales, for
and save for-'some years of
Rome, “has spent "his life-here.
- The "Right, Rev. Dr. Kelly, the Bishop of Geraldton,
.was the second Australian-born priest . fobe elevated
"o ihe - episcopate, .and he is ahout " Ore year older
“than " Dr. Dwyer, being born inm Newcastle, . Western
* Australia, He, too, -made his studies abroad,” being or-
Ballarat“is the hivth-
Nortou,  who saw the l_ighb\abot_lt_ 45
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His Lordship Dr. Dwyer,
Muitland, is .oniy 48 -years
vertisement for the climate
he was born in  Albury,

place. of Dr.
 years ago.

i » St.. Augustine’s new church, Balmain Fast, will _be
one-of the largest and finest churches ir New South
‘Wales—exclusive, of fcourse, of the. cathedrals—when
[ completed,” and as it is- to replace - ihe older ‘Struc-
emories: of - the
. this country, ils, erection
Iz of interest (says the * Catholic Press ').not only “to
. the " parishioners’ of Balmain East, but to - the people
of -~ Australia. Hence, lhere was a gathering of . some
thousands from all parts of Sydney {o .witness the
. laying -of the foundation stone of the new bhuilding,
«Which  wa formed by his IFminence Cardinal Moran
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