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. Current Topics -

# Young People’s Da;nJl :

With many of our separated brethren, last Sunday ‘

was ‘ young people’s day’. 1t is good—so fir as it
_ goes. ‘ The youth of a nation’, says Disraeli in his
‘ Sybil’, fare, the trustees of posterity '. We Catholics,

who try as best we may 1o realise the tremendous -

.- perils, possibililies, and responsibilities of childhood and
youth, have three hundred and sixty-five * young
..peaple’s days' in the year. 1In leap-years we raise
the number to thre¢ hundred and sixly-six,
——

The Education Question
We do not commit ourselves-to the. scheme out-
lined by our friend, Mr. J. A. Scott, M.A., in 1ihe
letter which appears on pp. 11-12 of this issue. But
we do commend it to our readers as g thoughtiul
and well-intended ecfort by a scholarly and observant
layman to get the various religious denominations in
New Zealand more ‘aux prises ’ with tihe education
difficulty, and 1o drag the whole question, without
needless delay, within the focus of practical politics.
.

In our issue of July 15, 1898, and on many occas

sions since then, we urged constant, never-ceasing
action to push our claims and to educa.tg public opinion
thereon—to spread right views of our demands among
non-Catholics, and 1o gel hold of {he ear of the elec-
tors who are out of range of the Catholic paper
awd of ‘the voice of Lhe Catholic preacher. In this,
ds in all educalive movements ihat are to lead pre-
judice and misconception captive, ¢it is dogged as
wins . The path that leads 1o success is the old
plebeian onme of rugged, persevering, and organised
effiort.  * The secrct of success ', says Disraeli, * is con-
stancy of purpose’. Constaucy in self-sacrifice hag
dotted our country over with the evidences of Catholic
charity and given us a practical monopoly of reli-
gious education. I{ is the best earnest of a capacily
for constancy of purpose in other and allied, though
less strenuous, direvlions. 1n the matter of the poli-
tical pressing of our educational demands we might,
for instance, learn much Irom a certain League among
our Protestant fellow-colonisis. Between us amnd ihem
there are grounds of solid agreemenl as well as
points of serious divergence of view. We are, for
instance, in substantial agreement with them as to the
principle of religion and .of a religious atmosphere in
the school. We differ in the application of the prin-
ciple. We push {he principle to its practlical and legi-
timate conclusion. _They do not—as yet., They mal-
treat the principle by trimming, lopping, and shaping
it to fit the seeming expediency- or doclrinal compro-
mise of ihe hour., We frecly accord to others the
educational rights which we elaim for ourselves.
They do nol—as yel. We know our mind, and have
over and over again set forth the broad minimum of
right apd juslice which would salisfy our lepitimate
demands. They are iossed about by every shifling
wind of exzpediency, boxiug the compass of variable
opinien and conlention—

‘* One foot on sea and one on shore,
Te one thing - coustant never ’

A patient of Sir Dominic Corrigan’s was once tos-
sing, turning, and straining under the stress of an in
ternal pain. *Oh, Sir Dominic ’; he exclaimed,
there any position tihat will give me relief?' * If
there is”, sald. the great surgeon, ‘ you're very likely
to find it'. The incessant chanzes of position iakefi.
up'by the Bible-in-schools people are, to our ininds, one
of the really hopeful feaiures of, the situation. 1t

. may lead to the discovery ihat ihe one position which,
thus far, they have heen ignoring or avoiding, is just
the onde in which they will find relief.

‘s

So far, Lheir

’

ignoring of the Catholic claims has only helped to make
their movement a forlorn hepe. A% matters stand, it
is pgenerally recognised that the introduction of any
(Frotestant) Biblé-in-schools- scheme' would have for its
JWatural and inevitable -corollary the satisfaction of 1he
Catholic oducational demands. And this conviction has °
been enormously strengthened by the pronouncementis of
our Hierarchy on the Bible-in-schools scheine, Soma
people learn, as somé people joke, ¢ wi' deeficully ’.
But so obvious a lesson cannot fail to madke an im-
pression upon our Proiestant fellow-colonists who are
at one with us in deploring the hard secularism of
our system of public instruction. The moral 1o be
learned from it is thix: that ihere can be no setlle—
ment of ihe education difliculty in which Catholics arc
not ireated as- principals, and no settlement 4n which
just and concurrenb’ count is not taken of our de-
mands. _ All treaties of peace are shaped between the
hammer and anvil ol discusslon. And such confer-
ences as our esteemed correspondent. advocales - are
(apart from their delails, {0 which we do mnot
commit ourselves) in Jull agecord with the principles and,
methods of action advoocated by ws in our issue of
July 15, 1898 In this matler, too, we are not mov-
ing in the dark, as we have salisfactory, though. di-
verse, solutions of 1he religious ‘education problem
legalised in Canada, ('rerma,n)?, and elsewhere., ‘The
cause we have in hands—that of the Christian up-
bringing of youth—is a sacred irust. . Catholics will
not fail of sacrifice for it. But it needs pushing in
its political aspect. And this is not to be achieved
by the timid silence and inaguivity that are liable 1o
be interpreted 1o mean loss of faith or hope in our
cause, or a sense of inability io present it adeguate-
ly before our fellow-countrymen, or a lack of irust
in their sense of justice, or tame acquiescence  in g
greal npational wrong,

T —

A Spendthrift Act

Death in the house brings some people face 1o face
for the first time with the hard realilies of Jife. The
housefather’s light gdes out, and the funeral pall
‘comes down with the crash of a storm’. The poe-
lry of the position is not easily perceived through
the tears of ths bervaved ; and others besides stran-
gers have the Archey Road philosopher’s remark in the
mind, if not upon the longue: *1t's a nice day f'ra
drive to th’ cimitry. Did he lave much ? ' The an-
guish that for many long lay in the question had its
root in the absolule dominion which the housefalher
had over the money which he had inherited or carned,
and in the too frequent caprice or injustice with which
he exercised that dominion in his last will and testa-
ment. A New Zealand stalufe secures the family, in
certain circumslaunces, against that old resort of the
wealthy * stern patrient ’, * culling off with’ a shilling °,

amd against inadequate provision for their proper
mainienance. An amenulng Bill is now before Parlia-
ment.

But Frepch lepislation has long ago gone far-
ther than locking the stable door, afler "the steed has
been stolen, in, order 1o save ihe collar 4nd hames.
The French law—the substance of Which we might very
usefully copy—* goes one beller’,”- It provides a means
of preventing the housefather squandering the family
substance in “drink, dissipation, wild or, reckless specula~
iion, or risking ’ )
* That which makes gamesters play with those-
*Who have least wit and most to lose .
- )

t3f?, says Max O'Rell in © Between Ourselves , “a
IFrenchman-—be he father, husband, or brother—shows an
Triclination to squander a fortune which is one day des-
lined 10 go to his children, his wife, or his brothers
and sislers, the latter have a right o ecall a ia.mily
council to examine the case, report. om -it, and ‘ob-
tain a restraint which prevents ihat man from having
the: sole and entire ‘control of his fortuns. He
is only allowed {p peaccfully enjoy the ‘possession. of
thal fortune so Jung as the intcrests:of his™ family
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