
In accepting the presentationMr. Cotter saidwords
failed to express to them his thanks and appreciationfor the very kind remarks and handsome gift. In re-gard to the A. and I. Society he was a paid ser-vant, and it was his-duty to do the best he pos-
sibly could in the interests of that body. His connec-tion with other institutions" had been most pleasant.
He hal always endeavored to further the interests' ofthe bodies, to which he belonged, and hoped he, hadsucceeded. In. reference to the-Mounted Rifles,*he hadbeen a member since the corps was first -formed, andrecently an honor had been conferred on him.by being
elected to a lieutenancy. He wished the corps- every
success. On behalf of Mrs. Cotterand himself he again
desired to thank them for their many kind references.A most successful function was brought to aclose -bythe singing of

"
Auld Lang Syne,' and three heartycheers for Mr. and Mrs. Cotter

At St. Patrick's schoolroom, after Mass on Sun-day, October 7, Mr.' Cotter was farewelled in the pre-sence of most of- the congregation. The Rev. FatherO'Donnell, after referring to Mr. Cotter's many excel-lent qualities, read the^ following address "—
Dear Mr. Cotter,— Wre have heardwith regret thatyou are about to leave the district and vacate yourposition as secretary of our church committee. We can-not allow you depart without testifying to thepromptand efficient manner in which you. invariably carriedto a successful issue everything undertaken for the ad-vancement of St. Patrick's. We recognise we are los--mg one of our congregation -who was always in hisplace at the church services, and who continually setus the best example possible. As an expression of ourappreciation of your services., and, to show our grati-tude, we beg to present you this address and Burseof spvereigns. We wish you eveiy blessing in yournewhome and sphere of life, and we hope and pray thatyour future career may be long and successful.-Signed on behalf of the congregation, John F.O Donnell, Rector ; Thos.M'Donnell, Thos. TVE'Entyre.'
Mr. Cotter said he could not find words to expressms gratitude. He extended a hearty invitation tofriends to visit him in 'his new home.Mr Moran also made, a few remarks. He hadknown Mr. Cotter's parents for over forty years Theyalways welcomed members of the congreagtion totheir home, and were kindness itself.The Rev. Father O'Donnell added that the clergywere always welcome at" the home of Mr. and MrsCotter, sen., and treated most kindly

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON

Diocesan News

The debating tournament, initiated some timeago under the auspices of the Wellington Literary andDebating Societies Union, was concluded on. Fridayevening in the concert chamber of the Town Hall, be-fore a large audience. rlhe two teams, who had been
so far successful "in all their contests, were those ofthe St. John's .and the Catholic Young Men's Clubs,
who accordingly had the honor of appearing in thefinal contest for supremacy. His Worship the Mayor,
who- -takes-a very keen and sympathetic--int'erest in

-
matters of this kind, occupied the chair.. Mr.- GK 'Hunt,
an able and impartial judge recently arrived. fromHome, was arbiter. St. John's CluT) was represented
bX Messrs. Armitt, Redgrave, and Murphy, the threegentlemen who- had won honors for their club on. theprevious occasions. Messrs. Casey, Kane, and Morahupheld, the 'honor of the Catholic Club. The subject
of debate was "That the trend of New Zealand legis.lation was" not conducive to the growth of a strong

nation.' The affirmative was led by Mr. Casey, thenegative by Mr. .Armitt, Messrs. Kane, RedgraveMo-ran, and Murphy then following in the order named. '
Our representatives endeavored to judge the effect ofNew Zealand legislation from the -mental,- material nand moral aspects, each speaker-dealing,with>a distinctheading. They contended that the labor legislation of

-
the past decade did hot produce a " real benefit; tlie :
rise in wages was only nominal, that -as the costofliving was increased, the purchasing power of wageswas not any higher. A- very strong argument,advan-

1 cod on our, side was that, with respect to- the "de-moralising effect of the divorce laws, which tended to- weaken and destroy the whole social fabric. The StJohn s representatives -
failed to meet our case, they"made,-the fatal mistake of ignoring altogether thearguments adduced by their opponents and setting upa case ot their own. Our men persisted, however in. keeping them to the point, and claimed that, if theiropponents were to succeed, they must first of all-de-stroy the case as set up by the affirmative. Therewas ho doubt that while fluency.and eloquence weredisplayed to a greater extent on the side- -of our oppo-nents, our men.excelled in the matter of advancing_argument and in real debating power. The judge, ina very able criticism of the methods employed . ex-plained the lines on which he had proceeded!,, andamidst great applause announced that the^ verdict'wasin favor of the Catholic Club. The marks assigned tothe several speakers were as follow :— St John's— MrArmitt 72, Mr. Redgrave 60, Mr. Murphy 86 " generalarrangement 12; total, 230. Catholic Young Men'sClub-Mr. Casey 72, Mr. Kane 63, Mr. Moran 82 " gen-eral arrangement 15 ; total, 232. It is hardly necessary

f
to add that we are all very proud of the victory' achieved, and Messrs.- Fitzgerald, Casey, Kane, andMoran, -who have - represented the club in the severalcontests, deserve the heartiest congratulations on' thesuccess that has crowned their efforts, " This is nothowever, the only honor that has come our way Wecan excel in the physical as well as in the mentalaspect On Saturday last the representatives of theclub, Messrs. P. Fitzgerald, M. Mulcahy, and J H'
and M. Prendeville, succeeded in winning the harriersteams race. A social function in honor of these vic-tories is to be held in the clttb rooms next week

Wanganui

(From our own correspondent.)
October 13.

, Ihe Rev. Father Holley, pastor of Blenheim,-has beenin town during the past week for the purpose of can-vassing the Thornton parish in aid of the Cathedralfund. .
The mission for women, 'conducted by the Redemp-

"Is* *>th'ers -at St. Joseph's during the past fort-night, is to be closed on Sunday afternoon. The at-tendances throughout have been exceedingly large andin the evenings the church .space was taxed to' theutmost. The mission for men will be..openedon Sun-
Oft Thursday evening the members of St. Peter'sAnglican Young Men's Club were entertained at agames tournament in -St. Patrick's'Hall. At the con-clusion of the evening honors rested with, the Catholict,^'- vI 1S y"efc an° the* of many similar socialfunctions between these two clubs" that have been arran-ShiS?/?"1 and the feeling of good fellowship s0manifested is a matter for congratulation.

♥tw^mSist?r.? oE Mercy celebrated on Tuesday* lastthe silver jubilee of the .Rev. Mother of their coinmun-
a Vl. v ly ass was celebrated by his Grace the4t£? 1ShvP> Mass at 8 o'clock, by the Ve*y RevFather Keogh, and solemn High Mass at 9. o'clock,o

anf^ Father Lewis, V.G., -wasJcW-■brant, Rev Father Kimbell deacon and Rev,.Father-Moloney subdeacon. ,The Rev. Mother received from-the£»« v!S H °irphAVsirphAV5 a va?uable g° ld chalice for .the
were LonTj' +?ther P»*«»J? for «» altar and tablewere given by the several schools and branch houses.m tbe evening a very entertaining concert was eivenihe^vent pupils3:0111' th° "I"18 beinS CostributldDy

(From our own correspondent.)
October 12.

,,Rey. Father O'Connell, who is now in Wanganui
and staying at— the -presbytery, officiated at themar-"af,,P h*s brother, Mi- -Peter O'Connell, to .MissCatherine .Bourke,,, daughter of Sergeant, Bourke Theceremony took place at St. Mary's Church.Large .congregations attended St. Mary's Ghuichon Sunday .at bot-h Masses and Vespers
se«5e«- f*®* 1. 'Graham, of St. Patrick's Tollege,Wellington, preached an instructive sermon-^- the'Forty Heurs' Adoration.' On Monday evening 'RevFather Molloy" preached. The Adoration was brought- to a close on .Tuesday morning. A great number ofthe parishioners received Holy Communion on Sunday. Monday, and Tuesday mornings: y'

" The St. Mary's Catholic Club having found "theirrooms too small for their large membership haverented rooms- opposite the P.O.- in Ridgway streeti which-are morq,suitable to their requirements. 'Thede-bate, 'Is Home Rule desirable?' created an animated[ discussion and much interest among the members .Theaffirmative was takenby Mr. J. Murphy, -and theneea-'tive^ide by: Mr. t. O'Brien. The memberspresenf&
cidert toat Home Rule was aesirable. The latestpiu>chase of the club— a full size billiard table—is al-ready " proving a. splendid asset.

" '
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