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Church Building ; ‘ P l W H - A
Notwithstanding the fulminations of some distin- er e e ear bO“t ‘

guished political economists (writes ‘a Dublin corres- - .

pondent), the priests and people o Ireland continue +

to erect churches to ihe glory and honor of
wherever required throughout the land. { .
week passes by but a new church Is dedicated in
some part of the country, or an old one which had
been renovated and [freed from debt ecnsecrated to the
service of the Almighty. On Supday mext (Aupust 26)
at Ballymahon, in ~the diocese of Ardagh amd Clon-
macnoise, the Church of St. Matthew, a handsome
building, which has just been completed, will be dedica-
ted in the presemce of what is certain to be a ‘very
large pathering, assembled from many parts. Hig*
Eminence Camdinal Logue will preside at the cere-~
monies. The new_ church is a credit to all contern-
ed. For many miles around, with its graceful spire
over one humdred feet high, it can be seem, poiniing
‘out to all whom it may comeern that the good people
of Ballymahon heed not the eeconomists when the honor
and glory of God is coneerned.

The Root of the Mischief

Of all the people of Burepe (says the London
“Daily News ') the English and the Irish stand fur-
ihest removed the one from the other., Here iz the
Yoot of all the mischief. A modern traveller in this
Interesting and fascinating land has described how every-
where the cities appeared as alien cities; and Ireland
seemed to him more closely to resemble Spain than
England. Indeed the spirit and temper of the Kerry
farmer is more widely removed- from that of the Lan-
cashire mill hand than {from that of the peasant of
Andalusia. A profound gulf—in religion, in estimate of
values in life, in individual and national ideal—sepa~
rates the couniries which have troubled each other
through so many centuries. To-day we are at length

God
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realising that a contented, successiul Ireland must
mean Ja  government of Ireland in accordance with
Irvish ideas. It must

mean an administration accep-
ted by the people themselves as national and not as
alien. Ireland must develop her civilizsation along her
own ways. They will not be English ways. Many
of their bedrock ideals will seemn to us mere midsum-
mer madness. We cannot conceive why a nation
should so desire her own language instead of our lan-
guage ; why she should eling so persistently 1o her
own creed despite all the eflorts we have made 10 per-
suade her to abandon it; why she should hunger
after her land though thal land ‘be but barren stones;
why sbe should set so litile value on the solid com.
fort which delights wus, and exalt things which we

think dreams and shadows. But we are learning—
slowly, indeed, and only in the school of adversity,
for we are impatient pupils—that Uhis is her choice

and not our choice. We cannot keep Ireland a part of
the Empire bul on condilions of respecting  this free-
dom, and giving her that power of seli-development
for which she has fought seo long.

Primary Education

The main object of the British authorities
the *Irish Weekly ') would seem to be nol 1ihe pro-
gress of education - in this country, but its starva-
tion, and how hest to devise methods of harassing the
unfortunate tieacher. ‘The education vote in Scotland
amounts to £1,072,000, for Ireland only £1,393,000, We
receive about 6s 5@ per head of the- population for ele-
mentary education, as agginst 7s 7d in England and
Wales and 7s 10d in Scotland. There is no doubt it
is high time that the teachers should take the advice
of Mr. Dillon and strengthen their organisation, so
that it may undertake an effective apitation which is
certain to be backed up by all the force 1he Irish.
Teachers’ Organisation can command, N

The Fontenoy Memorial

In_ the course of a letter to Mr. Barry O’Brien,
enclosing a subscription lowards ihe Fontenoy Me-
- morial Fund, Dr, M‘Ardle, the eminént Diblin sur-
geon, says that he appreciates the dapger which
might arise if people were to hrand as merely politi-
cal great national and patriotic and historical inci-
dents in our country's story. Trafalgar is not poli-
tics in England ; nor did Great Britain rise up 1
fier political wrath when Lord Rosebery, an ex-Prim
Minister of England, unveiled 2 memoriai to the great
Scotoh rebel, Wallace: History and "natiomality stand

apart from politics. They represent what is common
to the whole people. L s

(says

- . &

" The Right Rev. Dr. Higgins, Bishop of Ballarat,
laid the foundation stome of a new convent at Cas.
ierton on Sunday, September 23.

James McNally, who has just died ‘in London,
aged 109, had been for vyears past most tenderly cared
for. by the good nuns in whose charge hé had been.

The late Sir Walter Buller left his collection  of
Maori curios, hirds, ete.,” and pictures 0f ' New - Zea~
land life to his, Song in’ equal -shares, requesting. them
to retainh this -coliection in the family, but if they
should mot wish to do so, first to” ofier the collec-
tion as a whole at a fair valuation to. the New Zea-
land Government, for the proposed ' National Maori
Museum, and subject thereto that the first offer of the-
collection of birds should bé made to .the Hon, Wali-
or Rothschild, *who has in his museum at Tring the
finest collection of New Zealand birds.” .

The - Emperor of China, who has just entered on
his. thirty-fifth year, has been nominal ruler of - the
Chinese Empire for upwards of thirty years, the act-
ual sovereign being the Dowager-Empress. The leads
ing events of his reign have heen i1he Boxer riots,
his extraordinary edicts which would have revolution-
iged China, and the war WDetween his Empire and
Japan. Poor Imperdr; be is’ now only a  cipher in
his own_court, though he has seemed 10 be suscepti-
ble to European ideas, and ,may be .much _more
opinionated than we imagine. S

On the 8rd of next month General Sir William
Butler will be 68 years of age. Having reached the
age 'limit last year, he retired from active service,
after 47 years in the army of conspicuous public ser-
‘vice, bolh administrative and in ihe field, The story
of what at the time was preactically his military
martyrdom in South Africa is well known. He 1ot
only foresaw the fighling strength of the Boers, but
also mistrusted the capilalists of South Africa and zll
their ways and works. Finding himself in hopeless
antagonism to the policy of. the Government and the
High Commissioner, Sir William resigned. Before two
years had elapsed. his rehabilitation in the opinion - of
the public was grudgingly confirmed by the Govern-
ment. .

An anecdote which is characteristié¢ of Irving’s
greal generosily, as well as showing his quiet sense
of bumor: A widow of an old Lyceum servant ap-
plied to him for some sort of occupation about the
iheatre, whereby she might earn a living. Irving ap-
pealed to Loveday, his manager. * There is abSolute-
ly no vacancy of any¥ kind,’ said Loveday. * Can't
you pmive her a job to look after the theatre cats ?
I think we've too many mice aboui, not to mention
rats.’ ‘ No,” said Loveday, *¢there are two - women al-
ready on that job.” ‘Hum, la, let me see,” said
Irving, reflectively, then suddenly brightening up with
an idea: * Very well, then, give her the job of look-
ing after the two women who are looking after the
cats.’ The widow was ab once engaged on the pex-
manent staff of the theatre,

On the 14th of next month the Right Rev. Dr.
Murray, Bishop of Maltland, will celebrate the forty-
first anniversary of his consecration, His Londship
was born in County Wicklow, on March 25, 1838,
was ordained priest in 1851, ¥e was consectated Bi-
shop of Maitland on K November 14, 1865, and arrived
in Australia towards the end of the following vyear.
When Dr., Murray 1look possession of his See there
were 20 churches in the diocese, 12 or 14 schools re-
ceiving State aild, and one religious community.
There are now 1in the diocese 92 churches and chapels,
46 priests, nearly 240 religious, 16 superior and 38
primary schools, with 3600 pupils receiving Catholie
education, and a Catholic population of 30,000.

One of the advance sheets of the Year ‘Bgok -ior
the current year, just issued, givey the occupitions
of the members of the present House of Represerta-
tives, TIt.shows that farmers or Tunholders  fugmish
more members than any other class of occupation.
There are 21 of these in the present House. THe oc-
cupations of the otlhers are:—Barristers and solicitors,
§; Jjournalists, 5% secretary to Y.M.C.A., 1; mining-
advocate, 1; intrepreter, 1; leeturer, ,phem»ist,,;.-apd
insurance manager, 1 each; land brokers amd esiate
agents, 3, director of financial company, 1; mnative
agent, 1; grocers, bookséllers, ete., 3; merchant, 'iron
merchant and timber merchant, L each ;.storeFeepers,
‘2 ; .commission agents, ete., 3, tailor, shoemaker, ahd
dragper, 1 each. ., There are two members who tome
within the -comprehensive designation of millowner and
biilder, engineer and mine manhager ; one ‘railway efm-
Dbloyee, one . blacksmith, one printer, and three con-
tractors ; whilst eight members come under the head-
ing of * Settlers, Gentlemen, ete.? ’
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