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. nob-.on public platforms. ‘with .men .who. . calumuniate
and defame us in so reckless a mannef, and Wwho, on
occasioli,” make - themselves the’ bear-leadérs of sich’
noxiols  creatures as Mairgarét Shepherd and’ the Slats’

terys., .- . .
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". The'. experience of New Zealand -Catholics in.., this,
respect” is Weirg  just now: repeatedi® to’ our’-co-re.
ligionists in " Sodth "ﬁhs‘\;;é:lia‘lf The elections Targ” apst
proaching.. Sundry enthusiasis. dre” setling . their :éaps
to catch the Catholic vote, S and smiling the custom-.
ary evanescent smile at the people whose ieelings they
have been trampling upon in season and out of sea-
son during the past three years. A Protlestant elergy-
man (the Rev. Mr. Nield) has strongly deprecated, in
the Adelaide secular press, the syslematic vilification
10 which Cathrolics have been subjected by some of
his fellow-workers in the prohibition movement. It was,
perhaps, unfortunate that his protest was directed
apainst such attacks, not on account of their unfair
and unchristian character, but on account of the votes
which are thereby lost to the cause which they adve-
cale. With him and with 1ihe bulk of temperance
workers (says Father McIlnerncy in the same paper)
Catholics have no manner of -quarrel. * But,’ he adds,
‘we can hardly be expected ic stand upon ~the same
platform with the¢ cranks who keep-assailing us all the
year round, in the wanton and unchristian™ fashion
with which your readers are familiar, If mean and
malicious falsehoods are constanily -being told -about
Catholics and their religion by persons who are pro-
minently identified with the temperance party, that
party can scarcely hope 1o secure the votes of ‘the
general body of Catholics. Will the alleped panacea of
the temperance reformers prove really efiective for the
prevention of drunkenness ? On questions such
as these, as far as I am aware, most Catholics have
an open mind. They raga.mi them as highly debat-
able gquesiions, with much fo be said on bolh sides.
51ill, I wventure 1o say thal the vast majority of
Catlholics are in hearty sympathy wilh the ultimate
aim of the temperance pariy—namely, the suppression
of drunkenness. Many Catholics may be_  somewhat -
scepiical as lo ihe wisdom of the specific measures

proposed by tlhe Alliance, bul I 1hink I am right in

saying that most of them would support the temper-
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ance party by voice and vote were il not for the
rabid higotry of a small section of that party. .
I have no fear that any right-thinking person will

blame the Catholics for acting thus; it was iheir way
of protesting against 1he malevolent and unchristian
attacks made upon them by a small but noisy sec-
1ion of tihe temperance party.’
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The devotion of the Forty Hours' Adoration at
St, Joseph's Cathedral begins to-morrow . (Friday)
morning. . K -

in a private letter recéived in Dunedin Dr, Arthur
J. Hall intimates that he."is shortly to leave Lon-
don for New Zealand, amnd expects to arrive in Dune-.
din early in December. Prior to writing he had been
worllc-ing for some time in ilhe Royal Ophthalmic Hos- -
pital. L. o

As will be 'seen irom- a notice elsewhére " in our
columns, Messrs.-J. A:. Hally and J. A, Geérin have en-
tered into.partnership.as auctioneers and land . agents-
in Dunedin,. Both gentlemen .have had considerable ei:.
perience in the business, Mr. I—Ia.l.lgnéhavi‘ﬂgy held “a res”
sponsible position * with- MeSsrs, James Samson- &nd-Goy
for ‘several--years; -wiiist ‘Mr. Géerin had:® been.o cons?
nectod”. with..the, firm : of . Messrs.. Park,Jeynokds, . ‘apd.
Co.,  for..a Ilengthened -period. That  phey.are held in--
high " esteem’ by theit . respectivé employers “was ' evi-
dended "On_ severing their - connééion’with- the firffis ¢
question. “Mrs' Geerin, ~in addition to receiving a-lelier.
in -which:his services,:—covering a! period of eight years,
are- referred fo ip. most flatbering terms, was-handed.a
cheque - for “a yvery hapdsome sum, From the ~wording
of. the letter it is &vident that Mr.  Geerin has’ en-
joyed ‘the full -eonfidence * of "his, -employers. . Mt = Hally,;”
who - -hds -been ‘with ~the. firm: .of. Messrs::Samson : and;
Co. :for-the extended.,period. of 16 vyears, .received  a
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telegram jrom. the senidor member of ihe _lirm,:Mr'.
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- hracing air,

wJames Samson, in which. that gentleman expressed r%;gﬁ:et
- at loging Mr. Hally's services;-and-wisheéd™Rim: -6VEEY - 500
cess and prosperity in his pew  undertaking. Later in
the day Mr. Hally had handeéd “to ‘him by Mr. ¥Sims
son; junm, ‘a- very  handsothe "gold- nredal, i ibenating Jthé
ingeription, -!-Presentéd towMrosJohd . Hally: by :~Jahes,
Samson: and Co:, -on.-the -occasjon ;of; his,deaving their,
employ after . 16 years! faithiul service’ On 3he y&;pj,
sidg, of* the medal was Mp, Hally's" am. 0 O
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' Shortly before. going'to -plessi-with the-present issued
we received-the painfu| inielligenee thal:-{the Revs.Joha,
Ryan had passed away ., ab the, home .of his friepd,;
. the” Rev. John F. O'Dotnell, ™ at”~Quechstown, (Lake
Wakatipu). The deceased priést wad Liotn i Rosclealt
County Tipperary, Ireland. - His:® early s ccclesiasticals
training was  received - in.:the great-.’monasiery., of:.
Mount Melleray. From there he. passed io.Carloaw,Colr,
lege, where he stuflied yhilosophy and theolpgy. .willi |
iuch distinetion.  He was raised to the priesihood in’
June, 1892, Some months lafer he came to the dio-
cese of Dunedin, and Wwis stationed in~ Milton, Dune-
din, and Mosgiel (as first Viee-Reetor of Holy Cross,
Collége). In 1901, on accdunt of failing hedlth, Hedool:
a trip to his- natlive land. ‘He zeturned to Dihedin it
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The Late Rev. J. Ryan,. R.LP... B

the Iollowing year. His health was still in an unsatisi¥
factory: state, and he was .appointed to ihe pastorali
charge of Cromwell, where it- was_ hoped cthe  dry,,
would *restare him 1o his former vigqr..
Pulmonary - conswumption had, ' however, . goi a Arny'
grip: upon him, and, aftér a stay of -some months
the Nordiach -Consumptive. Sanatorium’ he, .ot theiinvi-s
tation -of, Father O'Donnell, took up--his- residengerin-
the .Queenstown. presbytery in the.first hall  of ,this.
year®*“Through'~ théaffectionale and Watchifiil dare Ba' -
stowed upon hm in that' Hospitable” home, “tHe YHread"
of life was spun out to its last fibre. He died ' on

o T T e e ; L h [434) A ."( 'i .E.‘n‘d_'aﬂd
host, “and fortified by 'the” Yites ol ﬁ;{l?‘n&h'ﬂch'f" o
“~THe late”Tathcr?™ Ryaw™was & .gifted 3id exeellERt?

. Wednesday . morning.in, -the.arms . of . his

¢ priest, .- well~tead; rendowéd »with:'a - pleasant turhiofavits

and. with a -happiness .of .- disposition and 2 hindljness!:
of, heart ,that captured .ihe frjendship of all .who knew,
Wim. ~ His death will b felt ag”a shafp persopal’ligss, -

to’ every -Catholic ‘priest"in’ {he™'djéiceSe of Dunedir®
A brother of his is a >priest:in the dickess  of-Pittd:’

burg (U.$.A.), and. two. younger sisters’ of his, reside

¢ in’ Otago—one ‘i “Cromwell, " 11&7"gthér “in Queenstomng

i

. takes place in Queenstown on. ¥riday:=R.LP

To-them, we: tender our cordial sympathy: The fungral ,
Lb T s
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