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not go beyond them--or rather whether' the fault does
not lie entirely with those who in hate of the Apos-
tolic name have gone to such' extremitfies.

Therefore, if they desire to show Us their sub-
mission and their devotion, let the Catholic men of
France struggle for the Church in accordance with
the . directions We have already given them, that is
to say, with perseverance and energy, amd yot with-
out aching in a sédilious amd violent manner. It is
not by wiolence, but by fiimness, that, fortifying
themselves in their good right as within a citadei,
they will succeed in breaking the obstinacy of their
enemies ; let them well understand, as We bave said
and, as We repeat, that their -eflorts will be useless
unless they unite in a perfect understanding for  the
defence of religion. .

They now know Our verdict on the subject of this
nefarious law : they should whole-hearted!ly conform 1o
it, and whatever "the opinions of some or others of
them may have been hitherto during the discussion of
the question, We entreat them all that no one shall
permit himself to wound anyone whomsoever on the
pretext that his own way  of seeing things is the
best. What can be done by concord of will and union
of forces, let them learn from their adversaries ; and
just as the latter were able to impose on the nation
the stigma of +his criminal law, so by their wunited
action will our people be able to eliminate and re-
move it.

In this hard trial of Framece, if all
wish to defend with all their power the supreme in-
lerests of their country work as they ought to do in
union among themselves with their ishops and with
Ourselves for the cause of religion, far from despairing
of the weifare of the Ohurch of France, it is to be
hoped, on the contrary, that she will be restored 1o

those who

her former prosperity and digrity. We in no way
doubt that the Catholics. will fully comply with our
directions, and comform with Our desires: amd Wa

shall ardently seek to obtain for them by the inter-
cession of Mary, the lmmaculate Virgin, " the atd of
the Divine goodness.

As a pledge of heavenly gifts and in {estimony of
Our paternal benevolence, We impart with all Qur heart
the Apeostolic Benediction to you, Venerable Brethren,
and to the whole French nation.

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s,
Feast of St. Lawrence, the Martyr,
and the fourth of Qur Pontificate.

on August 10, the
in the year 1906,
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(Continued from last week.)

The ! Orate ¥Fratres' comes in once more 1o en-
lighten us on the duty of the congregation. ‘Breth-
ren, pray that my Sacrifice and yours may he ac-
ceptable to God the Father Almighty.’ Therefore the
Adorable Sacrifice belongs to the peoble as well as to
the priest, though he is the officiating minister. There
fore, also, the people have a boundén duty and obli-
gation to offer the Sncrifice with the celebrant stand-
Ing on the altar. Their offering is an aet of~solemn
worship and adoration. It is a supreme act of re-
ligion, than which nothing is holier or more accept-
able to the Deity, mnothing more meritorious for ihe
pious worshipper, How . widely different all this from
‘ Hearing Mass !' Priest and people are engaged to-
gether in offering to Almigg‘xty God the Adorable Vie-
tim of Man’s redemption. or the Masy is the true
and proper Sacrifice of the body and blood, soul and-
divinity of Jesus Christ, which are really present un-
der the appearances of bread and wine, and offered as
an act of supreme homage to God. It is also offered
for the benefit of the whole Church militant on earth,
and suffering in Purgatory. The ' Orate Fratres’
shows that the people are engaged in this most sol-
emn act of religion. Ewvidently, this act cannot_ be
suitably expressed by the word * hearing.” ¢ Assisting
at Mass ds more in accordance with reason, with the
meaning of the Holy Saerifice, and the oObligation of
the people. ! >
the celebrant in the "solemn offering. * Attending ' ig
also a commendable expression. It supposes not only
bodily presence, but also mental activity, such as ac-
companiment and diligence. Clearly, * atiending® and
‘ assisting > at holy! Mass are far preferalile to the
more common word ° hearing,” which conveys no defin-
ite meaning, and is essentially weak and fallaciopus.

It conveys the idea of conturrence with .

" 1he same.

‘ Layman * earnestly and zealously pleads for the
suppression of ‘read,” * said,’ and ° heard' in connec.
tion' with' the venerable Sacrifice of the * Catholic
Church, They fail to touch the heart of the great
action. They are calculated to mipimise the Amport-
ance of the Sacrifice and of the obligation of the
people. The expression * offer’ is brimful' of vigor
and verve and strengih.
Church as her wvery own
Mass. It has a sacrificial mmeaning and
1t is redelent of piety and devotior; going to ‘the
heart of things sacred ; pointing most directly to di-
vine mysteries; and imparting to . the people a clear
idea of their duty during

ih connection with holy

The Solemn Ofiering of the Mass.

As already remarked, the word © celebrate™ dis also
good and sourd. And for ‘hear’ it would be well
to substitute * assist' or * atterd,” which conveys in-
telligent and appropriate meaning. When attentively
consulered, these tefms are found to harmonise with

the relations of the people with the
fice, with their dignity
the officiating priest,

1 Adorable Sacri-
In offering it in unison with

ard with: their duty as mem-
bers of God’s holy Church. .
Once more, Let us try the objectionable words “by

another touchstone. The priest of the New Covenant is
sent by Jesus Christ: ' As the Father has sent Me,
1 also send you.” This clearly intimates p1hat the
priest is a representaiive of Christ as he appears in
his divine functions. He is%a viear of Christ to do
as Christ did. He is taken apart, anointed and or-
dained to teach, io administer ihe Sacraments, and to
sacrifice to Almighty God. This Saerifice is of infin-
ite value in the sight of God. It is a renewal, in
a mystic manner, of the Saerifice of Christ on Calv-
ary. It is the application 10 the souls of men of the
measureless graces  purchased by the Divine Vietim on
the Tree of the Cross. It is in very truth, though
accompinied With many sacred ceremonies, the same
as that of the Last Supper, and & commemoration of
‘This do in commemoration of Me," saiih
Christ, when empowering and commanding His apostles
to perpetuate the divine institution of the Mass, both
as a Sacrifice and a Sacrament.

By means of this Adorable Saerifice, the highest

worship, called *latria,” is offered to God. Now, to
adore God is the principal destiny of the angels:
‘Let all the angels of God adore Him ’ (Heb. 1i., 8).
It is also the principal duty of men. * Everyone

that calleth upon My Name, I have created him for
My glory: I have formed him =and made him.’ (Is.
xli., 7). Hence do we find that sacrifices have heen of-
fered since the beginning of time. In the Old Dis
peusation there were various sacrifices; but all tended
to Christ and terminated in Him. St. Paul names
them ‘empty shadows, types and figures of the good
things %o come.’ Their Ssignificance and derived value
ceased after the Last Supper and the Crucifixion.
The rveality has taken the = place of the t¥pes  and
shadows. The holy Council of Trent defines that ‘the
Selfsame Who has sacrificed Himself on  the Cross,
sacrifices Himself through the ministiry of the priests.’
Therefore,

It is an Article of Catholic Faith

that the Sacrifice on our altars is substantially iden-
tical with the Saerifice Christ made of Himsell, as
Priest and Victim, on the wood of the Cross, We
know with infallible certainty that Toly Mass is the
great Sacrifice of the New Law ; that Christ Him.
self offers 1ihis Sacrifice through the hands of the
priest, who is the celebrant of the Divine Mysteries ;
and that the graces purchased- on Calvary flow.to us
through the Sacrifice of the Mass. ‘0 the exaited
dignity of the priests, in whose hands Christ is made
man again |’ exclaims St. Augustine. Tor, the conse-
eration brings our Lord upon every Catholic altar.
So that every Church is a Bethlehem, an Upper
Chamber, and a Calvary. ‘The Blood of Calvary
still flows in very 'truth for the sinful and the weak,’
Here we have the I ucharistic Sacrifice, wherein  the
highest homage is offered 1o Almighty God ; whereby
Christ nourishes our souls with His own  divine Bac~
rament ; and whereby He dispenses His gifts and His
mercies. This is what makes every Catholic church
‘ the house of God.and the gate. of Jheaven.” And has
not Almighty God promised to be in His temple in
the the midst of His chosen people ¢ My 'eyes and
My heart shall be there.’ (111, Kings, ix., 3,) This divine
promise is verified in a most gracious and miracu-
lous ‘manner by. the Real Presence of our Lord in the
Holy Eucharist, :

But it is unmecessary tg enlarge. any further on
the divine and ineffable character of the
Sacrifice of the Mass, Al along we have employed
the term ©offer,” and found it sufficient and appropri-
ate to express the meaning ever in conmection with
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