
Nott, of Bristol, for the- carrying out of the harborand foreshore protection works at a sum which, with15 per cent, for contingencies, will be close on£30,000. The free grant given by the Government forthese works is £22,000, which,,together with the sumof £5000 subscribed locally by the interested publicbodies, makes the sum „ available for the purpose£27,000. ,
-

■-

GENERAL
A DistinguishedVisitor

Mr. W. J. Bryan, who is likely to be Democraticcandidate for the AmericanPresidency, paid a" visit toIreland recently. He was accompanied by his -wife.On arriving- in Dublin he paid a visit to "Boss"Croker, who owns a magnificent residenceat Stillor-gan. After a motor drive through the Phoenix ParkMr and Mrs Bryan left Dublin for Killamey.
A Visit to Paris

The Paris correspondentof the 'Times' writes:— Adeputationof the promoters of the Irish InternationalExhibition recently visited Paris, and were received
by the Minister of Commerce and other representatives
of the French Government, who promised'to give themevery assistance in the object they had in view. Offi-cial sanction of this verbal promise has since beenreceived. It is also lioped that the permission of theMinister of War will be obtained for tha band of theRepublican Guard to play at the Exhibition.
A Connection Severed

London's three-century old connection with Ireland inthe capacity of landlord and tenant is now all butsevered. 'In the reign of James I. a grant of landin
the Plantation of Ulster was made to the Corpora-
tion of London and

"
the City Companies with a viewto colonisation. Of late years the guilds have beendisposing of the estates, and now the Irish Society,

which represents the Corporation, has followed suitand sold its property to the tenants a-t what SirGeorge Faudel-Phillips describes as '
bed-rock prices.'

The old Government House has been disposed of, thelocal staff has been, pensioned off, and in future thebusiness of the Society will be conducted in Londonalone.
Tobacco Culture

A correspondent, writing to the « Freeman's Jour-nal, states he has just been over two of the prin-cipal places where tobacco is being grown this year
viz., the plots in Kilkenny and Wexford counties'Some eight acres arc sown in Kilkenny, and twelveacres in the southern end of the County Wexfordlne plots in the latter case are grown close to-gether, and within a short distance of the dryingand storing sheds near Tagoat, which were erectedlast ,year. The crops are looking very well— the sun-shine and showery weather being just the kind of cli-mate to bring on the young plants. At Wexford theplots are m charge of an expert, who has had sometraining at Randalstown, where Colonel Everard hasover twenty acres in cultivation this year. Altogeth-er, there are just eighty acres under cultivation inIreland, and in every instance last year there was aprofit made out of the i>lots.
Potato Blight

We are sorry (says the 'Freeman's Journal1 ofAugust 6) to be informed that the potato blight isshowing itself among the fields and -gardens in thecounties of Wexford and Waterford. Along the seacoast more especially has the blight shown itself un-mistakably in the withered stalks and decaying leavesan^' Jn f,ome instances, the baneful smell thatis g-ivenout by the decaying tubers. Where spraying has beenresorted to the blight has not shown itself so marked-ly, and in many instances where a portion only'of thefield has been sprayed, and another part not, the for-melbas escaped, while the latter has not. Potatoes—the ordinary growth— are now selling freely in themarket towns at from 5d to 8d the stone weiriitand are of superior quality. Indeed, all the crops 'aret?2 i\^+sple?d/diiin We**o**, Waterford," and Kilkennythe light rainfalls merely freshening up the ground andnot doing, any serious injury, while the strongand hotsun is fast ripening the barley, oat, and whla-t crops

The Empress Eugenic, in a letter which she kaswritten to a friend in America, says that only threetimes in Tier life did she wear a costume that costher . as much as forty guineas. « Once it -was her wed-ding dress,- and another time it was-the dress she woreat the baptism of the Prince -Imperial.'. Yet the wifeor Napoleon-111. was constantly blamed for* the luxuryof her- Court, and for her personal extravagance. -
In his Sydney speech Mr. Devlin paid a glowing tri-bute of praise to' the late Gtenefal Patrick A. Collins,of Boston. (U.S.), as a splendid example of what an

1 Irishman can become under- free conditions. General1

Collins, who was Mayor of .Boston three times, is—to-have a monument in BostonPark, as a companionme-morial to that of another Irish patriot, John ..Boyle*1
0Reilly. Five sculptors have already prepared,-- de-
signs, three of which have already been submitted tothe memorial committee. ->

Father Bernard Vaughan, whose pulpit denunciations?JL "\
'
smart set

'
are about to appear in book- -iorm; has;already had a good deal of his eloquenceput.into print. His biggest book -is one of 359 pages,- embodying the ten addresses he delivered in the FreeTrade Hall, Manchester, in reply \o the_ then ProtestantBishop- of that city, Dr. Moorhouse, 6n_ " The RomanClaims. Before he went to London'Father Vaughanwas for twenty years associated with the tfesuitChurch of the Holy Name in Manchester. -.._

The engagement of the young Lord Gerard to hiscousin, Miss Gosselin, recalls the fact thather home,Blakesware, in Hertfordshire, has been immortalisedbyCharles L,am,b under the name of Blakesmoar. Herewe learn from xhim, he spent many happy days ofchildhood. The modern mansion, built in"the Jacobeanstyle by the late Mrs. Gosselin, some twenty-fiveyearsago, does not, however, occupy exactly the same siteas the house made familiar to usby the pages ofElia. The Gosselins are not one of the old EnglishCatholic families. Miss Gosselin's father, the lateBrit-ish Minister at Lisbon, was the first Catholic of hisfamily, who originally came from Guernsey.
Westinghouse, a young inventor, was trying to in-terest capitalists in his automatic brake, the devicewhich now plays so important a part in the opera-tion of railroad trains. Pie wrote a letter to Cprne-lius Vanderbilt, president of the New York RailroadCompany, carefully explaining the details of the inven-tion. Very promptly his letter came back to him, en-dorsed xn big, scrawling letters, in the hand of Com-modore Vanderbilt: '

Ihave no time to waste onfools.' Afterwards, when the Pennsylvania Railroadhadtaken up the automatic brake and it was proved verysuccessful, Commodore Vanderbilt sent young Westing-house a request to call on him. The inventor returnedthe letter, endorsed on the bottom as follows:'Ihaveno time to waste ~on.fcipls.'
Mr. Chas. E. Jerningham, whose contributions to1 Truth » over the title of

'Marmaduke '
are the wit-tiest things of their kind to be found in the Londonpress, is also a famed collector of bric-a-brac chief-ly glass and prints. He has just presented to thenation a rare collection of oldprints of St. James'sPark and the surrounding district, which was exhibitedlast year at the Westminster Town Hall. The Kinegratefully accepted the -gift. The prints havenowbeenhung in one of the rooms at Kensington Palacewhich will be thrown open to the public. The King

visited the collection recently, and was "-greatly inter-ested by it, warmly complimentingMr. Jerningham onhis taste and public spirit. Mr. Jerningham (says
the lFreeman ') has Irish blood in his veins on hismother's side, which may, perhaps, account for his veryun-English type of wwit as well as.,, for his rare per-sonal popularity. ', :*

'' '
Mr W. J. Bryan, in the course of his speech at theIrish Club, London, on July 28, when there was abrilliant.reunion,: at which Mr. John Redmond and Mr.T. P. O'Connor spoke, explains his pedigree in Glad-stonian style. He said :— "-I have the. testimony of myfather that we were of Irish extraction,.'although"we, don't know when our ancestors landed, in- America orfrom whatpart of Ireland, they came. IKnow that Iam part Irish.

" My name helps me out-in that. lampart English^My- father's mother's namehelps me outin that. lam partVScotch. My mother mother'snamehelps me out in that (laughter). .ButIam- allAmeri-can (applause).,JL think my wife not only has someofthe blood of each of these countries, but, as she goes
beyond me"in nearly every other respect, so in thisshe traces her ancestry to one more race than Idoand mixes a little German with Irish, English, andScotch.
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You wrap up your head in red flannel,You snuffle and snort on your bed,
You plaster each pane and each panel,In dread of a draught that is dead.

—
Nay. Cast all your wraps* to the needy,Such miseries neverendure,
For Woods has a remedy speedy
In his GreatPeppermint Cure.


