
PensthatSignedTreaties
The great historic interest attaching to the pensused -in signing fche peace treaty between,I.Russia andJapan at Portsmouth, U.S.A., was

*

evidenced by - the"extraordinary^keenness■of makers in all ,parts of theworld to gain the distinction of supplying themFens poured in from dozens of different manufac-turers ;and, ,to avoid disappointing any of these en-terprising firms, it .was decided that the.treaty'should-be signed with quill pens.
This was quite in accord with precedentas well asthe eternal fitness of things ; for, as a" matterof-fact,

such momentous documents as peace
'
and other treat-ies have more often than -not been sighed with thegood" old-fashioned quills.

If the newspaper reports can be believed,"howeverquill pens were, notwithstanding the announcementpreA
viously made, not used at the signing of the treatyThe two Russian representatives are said- to have sub-scribed their signatures with pens brought from -theForeign Office at SI. Petersburg. The holders.arede-scribed as being of brown-colored wood, tipped withblack horn. -

:
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4PMLtwo Japanese envoys likewise came equippedhSJJL f£- °W-U P?us'Jlhousn they are reported to -havebought theirs m the United States. If- this is-actual-ly the case, American -manufacturers'will leave '"
nofnroHUn

r
rned J° discover the identity of the makefor advertisement purposes. ■

7»+JL} S "'^"tood that on each side the signatories
shm\ -f

hCir ens ,after the siEnin'S of the treaty,nrlA WoUi'd, Perhaps, have been" a graceful actio
gethe? President who brought them to-

Though their intrinsic value ispractically nil, thesepens always command high prices when offered for■sale by public auction. Nat long ago there was of-'pari* ai«SAc ln -Vi*nna the Pe» -which was used atSt£ a+,»r- ♥* ninety-one years a-go by the highIn hJSnS S J£ c treftvA1
embodying, what is knownlo history as the -Holy Alliance.They were the Czar AlexanderI.of Russia, thewXamSTW?^ L -° f \UStria' and XinS Frederick"lv m,IIIv of Russia, who on September, 26 1815Zm * ??+S -Pc? ?ubs<pbed their signatures to the treatvrwhich it is interesting to recall was actually drawnup ay the first-named.

nrfin
Tifi*st *id

t
fo+r Jh« Precious relic, which was theproperty of the late Count Palkenhayn, was 125frbut it was ultimately knocked down to Consul Gen-eral von Lmdheim for 800fr., or something under £32of the current coin of this realm

sen* nf ft?"7 well k̂nown that the ex-EmpressEu-genic of France is the proud possessor of the historicpen wrth which the Treaty of Paris was signed by allIn Sf11 Ptenipotentiaries who were parties there--
reiainQ tr vr^HK""*1 had- a Parti^lar desire tofS vmIhimself the Pen with which he signed, butwfth ftl SS WaS so a?xious *hat thcv should allsignwith the same, and tbaj, she would be allowed toKeep it, thatnone of

'

them could deny her
mvi:+u fourteen signatures were .accordingly appendedwith the one pen, which was afterwards handed overto the Empress It, too, was a quill, but, quite an-propnately it had been plucked from the wing of aS?I'^ /agle and was richly mounted with gSld andsioSSly.8' PCn ex-Empress still uses oc}a

-
. Another pen with which a famous treaty was'lo^Thi/i^Ti!00111 \^ familF of Viscount7B^n-gor. This is the pen that was used, on the occa-sion of the signing of the peace treaty betweenFrance and Austiia in October, 1809, and whiclT12knowa as the Treaty, of Vienna! By' it the last-named country was bereft of more than 42,000 milesof her finest territory and of some three and a fiScr n

powOcrO
ers

h€r Pe°Pie;Wh° beCame **%>&*«
The pen came into 'the possession of its nresentowner through an^ ancestor, who occupied the tELt^ofsecretary to -a former Viscount Castle^eagh ItTsstilS3 s«- but of a happie? kind thinthat whach made it famous.. When any member ofthe Bangor family marries it is with this nen that■the marriage register is signed/
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The mixed marriage menace is (says the 'Catholiciranscript '), according to unanimous verdict, alarming-ly on the increase. Mixed marriages, or the union ofpersons of different faith, are now counted extremelyunsafe ventures. The happiness" of the/ contractingparties is seriously jeopardized. Men' and women whoare to spend their lives under the same roof, sharingeach other's confidences, hopes, .ambitions, destinyshould be in agreement at least on essential pointsThere is nothing, in the minds of the vast maioritvof mankind, as essential as
. The Things that Bear Upon Eternity.

Religion is altogether concerned with these thingsCicero, in his immortal treatise on friendship, de-clares that there can be no friendship where there isnot a perfect- accord in all things human and allthings divine.
It will be admitted by all that husband and wifeshould at least be good friends. Bub this oldRomansage declares, and" his -assertion cannot be gainsaidthat there can be no friendship worthy of the namewhere there is not absolute^ accord in all things"

di-VluC*
In alliances where there is disagreement respectingthings eternal, the heaviest burden falls upon theCatholic party. His point of view is altogether dif-ferent His creed forces him to the position that theCatholic religion is the only true religion. Non-Catho-lics admit that one faith is as good as anotheriney can be at once liberal and logical. When acatholic .becomes liberal he becomes illogical and lack-ing m allegiance.

The Catholic Religion
postulates a supernatural order. It believes inmyster-es. it stands for the existence of a future life ofheaven and of hell. It inculcates, faith in apersonalUod, m a personal devil, in the life of the soulwhen separated from the body. It requires itsvotar-ies to subscribe to the dogma of the divinity ofChrist, His resurrection, His coming to judge theworld at the end of time. It is full of dogmas-dogmas which must be accepted under pain of ex-communication.

Now, to the mind which rejects -nearly every oneof these truths such belief is superstition, pure andpernicious. And it will require consummate acting andsuperb tact on the- part of a dissenting husband orwife to run through a lifetime without betrayingsome sort of contempt for the sacred tenets of 'theCatholic party. Distrust, disquietude, pity, and im-patience at the weakmindedness of all who seriouslysubscribe to such absurdities are but natural to thosewho look on and doubt. There is nothing
-
that in-al c ?,uch a.n irreParable shock upon the sensitive asthe full realisation that what is dearest to them inlife is held

In Suspicion andSlight Esteem
by those who are nearest. Then there are genera-tions yet un-born to be looked to. The child acceptsMs father as his hero. A word from either parenthas the force of an oracle from on high. When thehusband and wife are not in agreement respecting the"£-^' to whom can t/he offsi>Mng appeal for light ?Whichever way he goes, he turns his back upon fatheror mother His filial piety is submitted to the sever-Sf* *<*}" +Hls+.l°y aJ.t£ to the faith of his father isdisloyalty to the faith of his mother. One need notinvestigate far before finding the natural results ofsuch anomalous association.

Observation teaches the sa,d lesson that faith de-clines as mixed marriages increase. Catholic parentsdo not indeed favor them, but they frequently re-serve their opposition tijl attachments are formed tillpromises are exchanged arid till the young people growso far enamored of each other as to be practicallyconvinced that the evils which.naturally attend mixedmarriages will not obtain in their altogether exceD-tional case. And so the die is cast. ' _
, It is true, to say of such alliances that the dieis cast. They are "pre-eminently a hazard. You makeyour throw and await your possible chance of win-ning. Meanwhile the chances are ten to one against

Nor will it avail to say that there are plenty ofunions between men and women of the same faithwhich are far from being cast in pleasant places. Ad-wL tedV But why should depth be added- to depth ?wny should extraneous and grievous causes for heartburning and discontent be deliberately invoked? If itis dangerous to toy with a revolver, the hazard isheightened when you play with two— especially if thesecond is loaded-and cocked.

i
"i ĥe **avJest fall of snow in forty years recentlyi^JS^J*8 and telephone lines at BaSatdelayed the Adelaide expres/s, and caused con^derffi^damage to stores, stables, £nd the roofs of buUdiSlalong the southern slope of the dividing range
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