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as cocaine, codeine, and morphine. SRuch ~ nostruims
and drugs infernal’ have created untold evils in fam-
ilies hy infroducing the drink . and drug habits under
an _unsuspected shape, and brought ‘physical and moral
ruin to women and even ohildren in many a helpless
and too trusting family. . -

Eight years ago we pressed upon the notice of our
lepislators—with specific ‘warning instanceg—~the need of
legislation to protect a too confiding public from thesé
harpies, and to prevent the press of- the. Colony from
heing made (as it is to =so laxge wn  extent) the
sounding-hoard of _a peculiarly odious and heartless
form of frawd. Legislative action has at Jast been
taken. Mr. Hornsby's' Quackery and “Other Frauds
Prevention Bill is now before "the House. Its ~main
provisions are such as make it worth’ while waiting
foru.’-Iis defects (and it has its defects) will, we.
trust, "got rubbed off in its passage through Parlia-
ment. It -fas the support -of the Ministry, and alto-
gether it seems as if New Zealand will spon cease
te he a happy hunting-gréund for +he ignorant cure-
alls and of the blatant. charlatans. whose claim of cc-
euld power is put forward with .as calm assurance in -
the advertising columns of the secular press as it was-
from the stage in Elizabeth’s days by voluble adven- -
turers of the type of ‘ Doctor’ Dee. Here is a sum-
mary -of Mr. Hornshby’s drastic measure as piven hy
our - local evening contemporaly :—

‘ The Bill makes it -uhlawful for any person_to sell
any medicament (other fhan those -prescribed and sup-
plied by a duly qualified registered = medical practi-
tioner or by a registered chemist) without first: ob-
taining bhe consent and “the certificate of the  Chief
Health Officer ; and any- botéle or package
such medicament must- bear the-certificate of the Chief
Health Officer on it when sold. Provision is made
for chemists who desire Lo apply for authorisation to
sell any medicament, and it is further provided that
any wunregistered practitioner within the Colony may
make application to the Health Officer for the right
to advertise any medicament or treatment for any
disease or complaint; and the Chief Health..Officer
may, i reasonably satisfied as to the efficacy of such
treatment "or mediecament and the bona fides of  such
unregistered practitioner, issue  his certifiate for. any
such trealment or uwse of medicaments. In cases -
where authorisalion is refused applicants are entitled
to be heard in the - Supreme €ourt. The provision& of
the Bill relating to the publication of advertisements
concerning . quack nostrums are particularly drastie.
Clause 7 sels. out 1ihat *‘ any person -who - publishes
any advertisement ol other notification relating to any
quack nostrum, and any unregistered practitioner who
publishes any advertisement or notification - offering
advice Yo sufferers or patients,. or to cure diseases
or complainis eillier with or without fee, and the puty-
lishers and = proprietors of any publication in  which
such advertisement or notifieation appears ™ shall be
gpuilty of an olfence under the Act. Similarly pro-
prietors or publishers of newspapers, books, mapazines,
ete., whether within or without the Colony, are pro-
hibited from publishing advertisements relating to al-
leged - free packets or. jewellery or- gther like “ gifts ¥
in return for the sale of * scented packets, medical
remedies, or unauthorised medicaments.” For a first
bhreach of these provisions 'a fine not_exceeding £5 is

stipulated ; for a sccond, one monti’s imprisonment
may be inflicled ; and for any subsequent offence not
less 1't;h-am 51X nor more than twelve months’ imprison-
ment. ' K

By the time the Bill has passed through Commit-
tee it will, we opine, be amended so a3 to take the
grave vesponsibilily _of examination and decision re-
garding -medicaments from the Chief Health Officer 4o

a B%y.ml, utder the Health Department, consisting of .
skilled analysis and medieal men. . B

*

The schoolmaster is very much abroad in our day .

and country. Nevertheless, a sufficient portion of our _

‘atult population are siill, in regird to the claims of

the gquack, in a state of baptizmal innocence and in- -

fantile credulily that demand the _protection of _the
law. Despite the known impossibility of ¢ guaranteed
cures ’ in large numibers . of cases, brazen impostors
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have ever bheen

“hawk.

- ¢ach other the worn-out conundrum : Wiy

who frade upon  these fradulent- pr&mi‘ées_‘ are ' always -

.sure of a plentiful elientele. *Twas ever thus. Bartho-

lin professed 1o 'eure all ‘manner of - disorders, "anq

- especially epilepsy, by vepeating thymes—and very poon

rhymaes - they were, too. Paracelsus—or, io give him
his full ‘procession of names: Aurelius Philippus; Para-

" celsus ; Theophrastus Bombastus. de Hohenheim—set peo-

ple erazy, through ‘the’ power he claimed of making
them immortal by dosing them ‘with. liquid gold. He-
belied his cure by dying mt forty-seven. - And did not -
Kenelm Dighy set all England by the ears with “his -
new system of curing all~-human disorders with .a
shake of his. ¢ sympathelic powder * % We have our
Bartholins and our Paracelsuses, and  our Kenelm Dig- -
bys in our own day .and at our -own +door, There
is merely”a difference of names and methods and ex-
tent of 'imposition. & Ages of diminished religious -faith
(as Lecky, himself ¢ . ratiopalist,
pointed oul) ages--of greatest -superstition apd credul:
fy. Our materialising time is the golden age’ of -
quackery. The "legislator can do much to~ protect,
the “victim .from the impostor—the lark from.. the ™
A But_‘ the preacher’s voice is, ultimately, ‘ the
mightiest, power for the Suppression of this odious-
form of, -parasitism  that has grown to such dimen-
slons upon our social life,” ’ pooE

-

N 0_‘t"e‘s'_ -

* Young Pagans’ -

The Rev. W. M._Greer, -of Trinity Chureh (Pro~
testant), New York, does not seem to have a =i'eryr
exalted idez of the system which trains children to
pass a considerable part of their most impressionable-
years without any thought of, or reference to, "God
or the motral order. So much, at least, we may
gather from the following extract from a recent ser-
mon of his ;= ..

. *Weare bringing up all over this broad land ‘a
lusty set of young pagans. who, sooner or later—
Lhey or their children—will make havoe of our insti-
tulions.’ ’ :

'We in New Zealand are in the same boat. Had
we not better he warned in time ? And would not
the non-Catholic creeds in New Zealand be better
employed in- establishing (as Catholics have ilone) sys-
tems of religious education than in_ propounding to
0 don’t people-

B0 Po church-?

The New ~Chivairy -

- The new crusade, organised by the Arclibishop of
Melbourne, is well {imed. It is an order of modern
Christian knights, organised, not to fight for the’
rescue of the Holy Places of Palestine fromi Saracen
hands, but for the defence of the holiest things of-.
domestic’ and soeial life against the onset of  the-
bard and unselfish materialism of -our day. ~But the”
spirit is that of ihe crusaders of old, in the. glow
of their best period. *The Crusaders,” says the leafn-
ed Protestant -historian, Dr. Stubbs, * are not, " in my
mind, either the popular 'delusions 4that - our cheap

© literature "has - determined them to be, nor papal con---

spiracies against kings and peoples,-as “they appear fo_
the Protestant controversialist, . - -They- were -the
fivst great effort of mediaeval life to go beyond. the °
pursuit of selfish and isolafed .ambition ; they were
the .trial.feat of- the young - world" essaying to ‘use,.
to the ‘glory of God- and the -benefit of man, the
arms” of its new knighthood. .- That in.the end,
they were a benefit %o the .world, no one  that reads
can doubb;—and that ‘in .their- course they brought.

‘out a loveTlor all that is heroic in human nature— .

the love of freedom, the honor of~prowess; . sym-
pathy with -sorrow, perseverance to the last, and
patient enduranmce without hope—the chrot}-iqles of “the

[

-

273 Cashel Strest Wost, CHRISTCHURCH,

Just :g;r Bridge
- Ugﬂmite
Drill Shed,

[T LT T T PR PP
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