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_our holy religion is making wondrous- progress.
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1t is an ill wind that blows no good... The Kingdom
of God is not of one nation or people or clime, The
defcctions of- the Reformation were halanced by gains
to the faith amoung the peoples of ‘the newly-discovered
lands in 'west and east. The ¥rench persecufion -furni-
shes another instance of the manner .in which history
repeats itsell. A certain amount of Catlholic charitakle
and missionary activity is merely being transierred from
circumference,; -
where it may reap a bigger harvest of souls, * The
oppression of the Church in one country ’, .remarks the
* Ave Maria®, *always means its-expansion in another,
History is thus constantly repeating itseli.- When the
Kulturkampf draws Lhe religious Orders [rom Germany,
foreign. missions were reinforced, and ' flourished as
nevér helore. And now in mimergus parts ol ihe world
-among

unbelievers,” - - -

-
-

‘A NEW ORDER OF CHIVALRY

R LADY OF
.CROSS ]

o - B .

The foﬂuwi—ng Pastoral Letter ‘has been_issued by his
Grace the Archhishop of Melbourne :— o

.- 5t. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melrourne,
. August 24, 1906,
Very Rev. and Rev, Fathers,
and Dearly Beloved Brethren.

A striking characteristic of the Middle Ages was the
influence exercised on the moral and soecial copdition of
the people by the institution .of chivalry. It is -noi
necessaly to go back to its ovigin. Ii_will be suffi-
cient for our present purpose_to say that the Order of
knighthaod  was lhe oulcome™ and embodiment of ihe
spirit of chivalry. 7o men living in the world ‘the
knight represented the highest ideals of social confuct.
He was dislinguished for his love of relipion, valor,
courtesy, fidelity, munificence, sense of - justice, and in a-
special mamner for his loyalty and devotion in uphold-
ing: the honor of woman. ) L

Next to the service of Gtod, ihe protection of the
weak, and more particularly of -ithe weaker sex, . was
regarded as at once the duty and the privilege of. the
trué knight., Nor was tihis doly condined to home,
It extended to every
place where the homor of God, the- defence of - the
wealk, or the respect due to woman -called for its
exercise, . .

Like all things human, it had its limitations and
defects ' and abuses ; but, as a whole, it made for the
quickening - of the religious sentiment, the refining of
manners, = the humanising of the art of war, the
practice of self-denial, the redvess of many social
wrongs, and the elevation and pure lové of woman.

¥his spirit of chivalry, as Hallam tells us in his

- t

"history of the Middle Ages, eft behind it a more

valuable successor. The characler of the knight grad-
ually subsided in that of gentleman, apd the one dis-

tinguished European sociely in* the- 16th and 17th cen- -

turies, as much as the otiter did in the preceding
ages. - But time, a5’ he adds, has eftaced much also - of
‘this gentlemanly, as it did befote of -the chivalrous
character. . This decay, both of the chivalrous and
gentlemanly -spirit, he atiributes, in" part, to increas-
ing  commercial wealth; " The modes of <lifein  modern

‘great cities, and the levelling custqms of social in-

tercourse.

But more deep-sealed - causes of .this decay are-to
be -found in the loss of the true faith, the spread of
agnosticism, the corruption of morals,
the’ frequency of divorce, the limitation of the family, -
the "brutalising efiects of sensual pratifications,

and single state.

Whether we close our eyes to the facts, or look
them 'homestly in ihe face, tLhese are -the deadly and
widespread evils of modern - society. There is no ne-
cessity for -adding to the number. 1t is “¢rue that
intemperance and gambling
but .-they do not touch the springs of humanity, the
very reots of social life,* as-do the

‘ it necessary to be pessimis-
and. say that our~ age is worse . than _any former
age. It is sufficient that we bave in our midst most
grave evils, which ate spreading like a cancer;" and
which we have it in our power by indiyidual, as well

THE SOUTHERN

_and -
the ~consequent degradation -of woman, both in married |

are very grievous evils, --

evils T have |

as by united effort, to restrain, if not to eradicate.
"How "can we ' do this- better ]
spirit of Christian chivalry and the ordex of knight<
intimates that every Christian has 1o fulfil the duties
-of- a spiritual priestheod, . ' But you;’ he says; ‘are
a chosen generation, a kingly. priesthood,-a holy na=
-tion, a purchased - people : that you may. -declare His
virtues, .who' called you oul of- darkness into His mar-
vellous - light.’—(I. - P’eter, ii. 9).. The knights. who
bore arms during the Crusades {felt that they bore
them more for a religious than for a military purpose.
When assisting at Mass, the-knight -held thé point_ oi
his naked sword before him while the -~ gospel was
read, to signify-that he- was "always prepared to de-

fend and obey "it. The-knightly and thé priestly char-

‘|- acters were oftén compared by writers of the ages’ of

chivalry. The investiture of the one was supposed-to
correspond Wwith the ordination of the other. - In the
Roman Pontifical we -have, to tihis day, the prayers
and- religious ceremonies with which the dmight was-
initiated. His sword and spurs were - solemnly blessed,
aml presented . by the Bishop, ‘who, with- 'a - gentle
stroke of ihe sword on the shoulder, tade him to be

ed to God’ ] ) . .

- 1t was -in- that spirit-.that the knights of - old
-went forth, to “preserve peace, or, ‘as it might be, to
make war on the enemies -of God, of- their -country,
-or “of society. ) .-

As fdr as society is -concerned, the -order of knight-
hood” is needed now - more than it was in the Middle
Ages, Thers ate more deep-sealed wrongs 1o be. re-
dressed, more serious evils to.. be cured. In the Middle
Ages marriage was recognised as the sacred and sac-

S

ramental institution interded by God -for the lawful
propagation of the. human race, ‘and the inseparable
" dnion of man and woman in family jife. But to-day

outside the Catholic. Church marriage. has lost its sac-
-ramental, and much of its sacTed character. -The
primary purpose of~ the Almighty in instituting mar-
riage is largely frusirated by the artificial Mmitation
of the famnily, and by "ricd suicide. The indissolubil-
ity of marriage is desiroyed by the recognition of di-
vorce, and. the unity of marriage is practically dis-
solved, not, -indeed, by simultaneous, bhut by
sive polygamy.

ate or weigh the sins of unchastity which defile the:
earth, cry to heaven for vengeance, and’ egrrupt.
souls created - to the image and likeness of God. Stand
at the street corner, listen where men . ob bhoys are.
congregated, in the -office,. or workshop,
and how often will not the mouth be
irg from the abundance of a corrupt
heart. See ihat- young couple; they are keeping com-
© pany, perhaps wilh a view i{o future marriage, per-
haps for mere amusement, . Their parenis allow them
. lnresiricted opportunities of solitary- meetings and- of
Jonely walks, and aiter 4 time profess:the greatest
surprise amd indignation when they - learn that the
daughter’s ruin -has -been accomplished, and that .the
authior of her fall refuses to make, by a speedy
marriage, even the inadequate.compensation which still
remains in-his power.: liven if she escapes becoming
a total wreck, - how is the gold hecome - dim, ~the
finest ecolor is changed, the stones of the sanctuary
are scattered in the top of every street.’ Althouph
‘the latest officizl statistics, conmected with the ille-
gitimate birth Tate of Victoria,—are by no means ex-
haustive, still' they ithrow “an appallingly lurid light on
the e¢xtent and enormity of secret crime. . -
~If ' in ancient-times ihc flood was sent to purge
the corrupted earth, and fire descended from heaven
-to- destroy- the cities of the plain, are the sins and'
unnatural excesses of wmodern times less deserving of
swift and startling punishment ? One +thing at least
is certain, namely, that there is abundant scope for-
the exercise of that lay apostolate, that lay - priest-
hood, with which the knight's office - is  invested.
There is no danger of any confliet or collision hetween
‘the two. priestioods. They operate dn different
spheres,. and are exercised on diférent occasions. The:
Church is the centre of the one; the street, _.the
market-place, the cricket-ground, the shop, the factory,
every place- where. men congregate, 2s- well as the pri--
vate home, is the sphere of the other. W
The knights of old made diligent prepatation  for
the exercise of -their high office. ~They first cleansed,
themselves béelore they "undertook thé work of purify-
ing others. They' vowed the observance of all - the:
cvirtues that- become a true knight—chastity .according -
to their state ; _justice, valor, fidelity, and courtesy, '.
__All who are willing to imitate their example, to
bractise the. viriues they practised, to uphold the dut-
ies and responsibilities of married life, -to protect the-
purity of the young, to put "a stop, as far as op-

heanrd speak-
and unchaste

o BORROWPU' hearta aye drouthy; but a cup o' 'gram'li:ﬁ1 I

* Cook o™ the North ™ will quench ony.

toom haon s nae lure for'a hawk,”

J but & cup o Hondai-
Lanke's a temptation for auybody ! B .
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. ‘a peace-loving knight, st.renudixs,vfa{thtul, amd devot-

‘or factory,”

-than " by _reviving the -

hood ? In his- first epistle, the prince of the Apostles -

succes- -

Then, outside ithe married state, who can enumer~ _



