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A'T‘QEMARK’ABLE CAREER", : chandise, while the - Protesiant .htqwn!smen went  scot

frec. When these vexatious imposts had to be given up

. CTes - . j‘t is -ha.rd,ly possible to tell how the trade of the town
v CHARLES BIANCONI_ : improved. i

: kE tlhere is ano‘tlllerth episode’ w-hicht‘ shows the character

. — 0 € Imyas. L the main strect,’ he writes, “was a

. The fact that the present Lord Mayor of Dublin public news-room to which I-was a subscriper, I was
18 mamed Nannetti and that he is the son of .Aan often’ disturbed and hurt by the loud and". consequential
Italian father, recalls' 10 mind a, man of Nalian . [ —iaik carried on there by the- shoneen Protestant gentry,
birth who, seventy or eighty years ago, had. & most while I and my fellowa);pist memhbers were not allowed
remarkable career in Ireland, rising by his own un to speak above a whisper. This 1 resolved not o Sube
aided efforts from the lowliest circumstances to a place mit to; for, having paid my subscription, I held my-
of honor and distinction in -his adopted country. Ire self " entitled %o all.. the rights “of the " place. Others
land is the Jast country in the * world one * would followed my example, and soon it would not be” easy to
think of as offering a field for the ambiticus youth, ¥ Jnow, there at least, who were the privileged adminis-

yet “Ireland, was the scene of the extraordinary rise

f ‘Charles Bianconi trators of - the penal code and who were not.’ -
0 arles’ Biarconi, X

> 1 . . | 7 Indeed, Biancopi = was a sterling Catholié in- every
sixtes i e sumier o0 105 s dame eom®tedt | ESY, Prosperhy made no chango tn. him as 3t does in
Como, -in Ifaly,” was the son “of respectable parents;] church, Yi—Ie'_‘vi_sited ﬁhc po:f in %e-ire%ﬁi:;lg ‘*a;rcll- i.hg
bqt,_ beca.use_ of a dislike for -study and--a ceytau; sick in the hospitals. E\{el‘y'Saturd_'a‘,y night, no- mat-
strg.u_\ of  wildness, in his nature, he was b.ound_a.p- ter what pressing worldiy work ‘wailed on him, -he was
preqtice to one. Andrea Faroni, a dealer in prints, to he seen on ~his knees ai ‘confession in the old Fran.
barometers, ete. This man -got a goodly sum for the ciscan church. - He was, as .we . have sald, intetested in
maintenance -of -young Bianconi, and it was stipulated many paying concerns, but what made his* name & -
that the lad should ke brought to. England,” but, in- ; ‘A H hold W - .
stead -of ‘going to London, Faroni wert io Dublin, He - ousehold” Word . - .
hiad three other boys besides - Biancond * bound 'out ' thioughout Ireland, and his fame world‘wide, was _his
to _him in similar fashion. Lafided in Dublin, Far- car system. ! Up 1o the year 1815," he writes,” ¢the
oni at once sel’ to work making small Jeaden pic- -| public accommodation for 1he <conveyance of. passengers
ture frames. He had brought from. Italy. some cheap in- Irelard was confined to- a few - mail-and_. day coaches
religious- pictures. These he fixed in the frames, ‘ and on the great lines of .road.. From ‘my-peculiar. posi-
then,’ “says Bianconi himself,** all was ready for what lion in the country I had ample opportunities for refléc-
seemied & -singulir operalion. ~ We were to sell those ting on many things, and nothing struck me mpre: for-
for "him in - this strange land, " whose language..we _did ~ | cibly than want of a cheap and. easy .means of loco-
not know, He pushed us inlo lhe street, - however, ‘motion. This want “was.- felt chiefly— “hy.. the - market
and I can never forget the ludicrous figure I caf there towns and- by ihe-farmers ; -it ledto'a great loss
with ‘some of those things .in'my hands.saying ¢ buy,’ of time. For instance, a farmer living “some _miles
to everyone I met.” When asked the price | could -l .irom a -market town spent one day going there,! an-
only point- to my fingers for the number of pence I other doing his business and a tkird ‘returning home.? -
wanted. -1 soon, however, picked up a little KEnglish, | - In Ireland every sort of conveysnee is a car,.and
and” I ‘was then sent' off into the couniry every Mon- Particularly is the name applied to the side-car . or

in ith two __pounds’ worth of tilese.pic Jaunting-car. It was cars of  this latter type, lines
El?ryesm:;;l & Wi & bou : - . P “| of which Bianconi_ established.. .Soon he had a’regul_ar

) Fourh Pence Pocket Monéy ) T _fﬁ;vice of bS‘_»}lCh .%ia\.rs (it must be_ramem-bere;i that

nedix kat I was tfo return the Saturda iy Was belore the days of stream travel) all sover -
‘éﬁﬁﬁfﬁéa'%ﬂii‘f i?ig;.l’ Ii should be borne in mind whap | the south and west of Iiclarid. In-his employ- were
kind of an Treland it was this young Italian “boy was- { humdreds gf men, i}liﬂi he pur?ped «Wlt::.h them a  hu-
traversing at that- time, The+ penal laws were sfiil - mane, Just and cnlightened- policy, . which if followed
in-full force. The bloody réhellion of 98 was only | to<day by Other employers would  prevent many.of the
four years' suppressed, and echoes of it still lingered in ¢ stn}l\gs “:li{Ch dfsft’“]llb .ﬁhe husiness étés;hmns of .t:;hﬂ
many places. The infamous Act of Union .had just rare. L carefully choose my staff,’ he wii 2.

been passed. Robert Emmet’s - daring attempt at~in- -} ' They are advanced progressively according to their -
surrection in Dublin was still in the seeds of time. respective merits,. and as -Opportunity- offers. In case
Napoleon -Bonaparte’ was at -the height of his power, :j ©f old a.gg 0113‘5‘{:“%“?}? they-\.a;ef—]l)englonedm off _on full
and threatening io invade Emgland. On all sides was -| W28¢S, and only their own wilinl, .Improper conduct

L : h Py can deprive them -of this reward. As to the popn-
by Blancont's autohidaraphy. whih recomd s T O | Taney By service, g tor iy AS 10 the popu.
In this way I {raversed all the County ° Dublin, generosity oY commeon justice, publicly or privately,

and went even as far as' -Wexford and“Waterfoxd: -In 3| -that ‘1 -was not met by maniield reciprocity. _ .

+ £ g

I i : . “nrinits verv .1 I do- net treat my men- as slaves, but as fellow
Waterford I icund the deriand for my ‘small” prints very . ! , hres L !
considerable.; but besides the Sciiplural pieces I had | ‘t’f‘z‘mﬁ’i*l‘mﬁﬁ”gﬁ frc:im_ me hOI_ﬂ.Y in kgr:gatlon- %-:!na-ke
portrafts_of .the royal family, of Bonaparte, etc. Once rem - fee! h a "‘,Ttm{;‘f t f“ dwor By ey - confer -.0’2
when in Passage, a small place south of Waterford, 1 - "}E a greater -benefi 2L 1—Go on them by paymen
was much surprised Lo find mysell  arrested -by ordgr - | 01 Wages.| . P T .

of an over-loyal magistrate for the -ireasonable act of - In 1844 Clonmel e}gcted Blanc_on-v mayor—

selling Bonaparte's” likencss. I was _ kept all night ;) °~ - - The First Catholic Mayor—

perishing in a guard-room, but in the morning I~ was ° for gpnerations.” The Tories whose power was thus
-set, at  liberty.’ ;

. . . SIS overthrown “were furipus, and the. old corporation even
.When young Bianconi’s cighleen months’ time was ' | made away with the official pardpherpalia ; so the new
up _his master ofierefl -to send him home, but the youth mayor . -

. ) had to bdy his “own chain of office. His
wollld hot think of sich a hhmg. Instead he set out - mla;y()pa-]ty' was a -greatTsuccess; Whatever he unﬂe_r..

selling prints on his own aceount. He worked hard, took to - do he did it efficiently. He - was™ not a
-but, he says, ' T felt neither discouragement nor fatigue, , | mayor ‘for ‘revenue only. In jact, he took 1o salary
for T felt that T had set to work to he a great man.’ - for “his ‘yedrs of office but sent ‘the- .money to be
And.. ] . . - ’ dividéd among the poor -schools of the town. - -
; A Great Man Indeed He Became, - . . One - of “Biancohni's dearest friends Wwas ‘ Daniel

t ling" upward step by step until he had become ' a ’'Cionmell, who sent him once a characteristic’ piece
fn;.‘:lg;‘%t 'i:vor{)d-widc fg.mg: Hl:s: took  hold of * miny of advice. As Mayor of Clonniel, Blanconi-had 4o
things, and entered various lines of business on his up- sit “on the bench as _a magistrate and hear and - de-
ward.way. ~ He became ke the Norman Jords, more | cide petty cases. He was naturally an¥ious “'that .
-Irish' than the Irish in many ways. He settled - in the ‘| his legal decisigns: should .he really lepal. " He "wrote

-town of Clonmel, in Tipperary—a -town noted -for the '| to O'Connel] for advice, and the immortal Liberator, who
pride and arrogance’of ~the Cromwelliang who formed coukd* drive a coach-and-four through - the most” drastic
the so-called upper/elass of Protestants, _which looked '] Aet of }:’arl‘llamcn_b, replied -—*If - yYou <wish -io , dis-
down upon, despised, and .when -they- could, “terrorized, | oharge ~ tlic - duties’ of ihe mayoralty with perféct * sat-
the - Oatholics. = Bianconi mentions an. inslance Of this. - | -isfaction, act upon -your own tommon-sense,. and “- do
“ While living in Clonmel,’ ke says; ‘ I caine to know.of || not look intg any law-book o B
a practice.that was most unfair.” On a cerfain day the But to the- longest- and husiest lif¢™ there - comes

testant shopkeepers used -to go ahout-levying & tax an end, and the unwearying--hrain of Bianconi, and
l;rrio-trhe Ca.tho'ligs' w};m ventured to open shops & gith-in: the tireless heart at last pgrew weary and tired, and
the town walls, - THey fsed fo. thus wring from aaclt  { in - the ‘summér of 1875 the _great  Italian-Irishman .
~Catliolic shopkeeper three or four guireas, .which was ; | passed awdy ifrom the scemé of “his, many ’labors  to
-called intrusion. money. -At length-a_sturdy “old lady, receive the reward of a life spent in- doing -Food to
a.Mrs. Ryan, refused to comply with the demand. Thev ; | his fg]]ow-:neq. He should never-be “forgotten hy the
*seizéd-her: goods ;. “but she courageously -tried it out at? country - of his adoption, -for though- he was no pol-
~Jaw" and iwon.. This led to the abolition of the tax.- | itical Aeader, he, in’ his own -wa¥y,:“strove -to letter
" Catholics, too, had to pay a toll on all Yought . mer- the condition -of Ireland.and -her people.
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