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. The fact that the present Lord Mayor of Dublinis named Nannetti and that he is the son of IIItato father, recalls1 to mind a. man of Italianbirth who, seventy or eighty years ago, had- a mostremarkable career in Ireland, rising by his own un-aided efforts from the lowliest circumstances to aplaceof -honor and distinction in -his adopted country Ire-land is the last country in the world one^ wouldthink of as offering a field for the ambitious youth"yet was the scene of the extraordinary riseof Charles Biariconi. - J

Charles Biahconi landed in Dublin at the aa*. ofsixteen in the. summer of 1802.. He came from nearComo; m Italy, was the son of respectable parents'but, because oi a dislike for study amL/~a certainstrain of , wildness.. in his nature, he was bound ap-prentice to one. Andrea Faroni, a dealer in printsbarometers, etc. This man got a goodly sum for themaintenance -of young Bianconi, and it was stipulatedthat the lad should be brought to England," but in-stead of going to London,"Faroni went to Dublin
'

Hehad three other boys besides - Bianconi '
bound out '.to him in similar fashion. Latided in Dublin Far-oni at once set to work making small Jeaden pic- -

ture frames. He had brought from,Italy, some cheapreligious- pictures. These he fixed in the frames, ' andthen,' says Bianconi .himself, ' all was~ready "for whatseemed a" singular operation. We were- to sell thoselor .him in this strange land, * whose'.language-wedid~not know. He pushed ,us into the street,- -
howeverand Ican never forget the ludicrous figure .1 cut therewith.some of those things in my hands-saying'buy ' '

to everyone Imet.~ When asked the price I could -
only point- to my fingers for the number 'of pence I'wanted. I soon, however, picked up a little English ..and I was then sent' off into the country everyMon-day morning with two-pounds' worth of these pic-tures and - " '- .~ \ Four Pence Pocket Money
understanding that Iwas to return the Saturdayevening following.' it should be borne in. mind whatkind of an Ireland it was this young Italian~boy was-traversmg at that- time. The " penal laws were still ■

in full force. The bloody rebellion of '98 was onlyfour years suppressed, and echoes of it still lingered in '
many places. The infamous Act of Union had just

'
been passed. Robert Emmet's-daring attempt at "in-

'
surrection in Dublin was still in the seeds of timeNapoleon-Bonaparte" was at -the height of his power' -
and threatening to invade England. On all sides was

-
a disturbed state of public feeling. This is wellshownby Bianconi's autobiography, which records :'-" *

'In ,this wayItraversed all the County Dublin
-

and went even as far as and-Waterfoftl; In *
vvaterfordIfound the d.emarid for my small*printsvery ■
considerable.; but besides the Scriptural pieces'-I had

'
!

portraits of,the royal family,, of Bonaparte, etc. Oncewhen in Passage, a small place south of Waterford I«
was much surprised to find myself arrested by order "
of an over-loyal magistrate fgx the "treasonable act ofselling Bonaparte's" likeness. I was kept all night jperishing in a goiard-room, but in the morning. Iwas T

.set. at liberty.' & .
When young Bianconi's eighteen months' time' was ■

.vp mis master offered to send him home, but theyouthwopiH not think of such a thing. Instead he set out ■selling prints on his own account. He worked hard.Jmt.-he.says, Ifeltneither discouragement nor fatigue „
for Ifel«t. thatIhad' set to work to bje a, greet m&n.'And,<. . . "~__-.~

, A GreatMan Indeed"He Became, '
struggling upward step by step until he had'become" ama«n :of world-wide fame. He. took hold of manyfcmngs, and entered various lines of business on his up-ward, way. He becajme like,,the Norman lords, more-Irish than the Irish in many ways. He settled in the :- town of Clonmel, in Tipperary— a townnoted for thepride .and arrogance/of .the Cromwellians who formedthe so-called upper/class of. Protestants, which looked1° wn "P°;n:"'despised, and when-they- couSd, terrorized

''
„, .Wwolics- Bianconi mehtions'-an- instance of" this "
While living in Clonmel,1 he says,. *Icame to know-ofapractice.that was most unfair. On a certainday theProtestant shopkeepers used'4b go about levying a taxon the Catholics who ventured to open shops within ■*he.-.t(i.wn.walls- They used to. thus wring,ifrom* each*"Catholic shopkeeper three or four guineas,,.which was;intrusion- money. -At length -a sturdyvold ladya.Mrs. Ryan, refused to comply with the demand. ~Thev3 seized-;her goods ;, but she courageously tried it out at'~lawjj*??'-'ww911-'911-'- ",s,s led to the abolition of the tax.

-
.Catftolxcs, too, had to pay a toll on -allbought. mer-
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he P*?**B*"* gownsmen went scot&*$ £&>."««? s/k

many paying concerns, but what made hisname 5
A. Household- Word

SSF on+,many th+lnSs> and naLhingTtruck meW forl
s^-^aasTi*,?^-a? Jfrom a -market town spent one day going there"another doing his business and a third returnilg hoSe 'In Ireland every sort of conveyance is a car ami??aaSniai;i7 iSr?ie name appliwi to the -side-cS Sriaunting--car. It was cars of ,this latter type linestrJn ICh

r
Biai\coni established. Soon he hadaWgilS

-XE was
°'

hISS ?.aIS,(it must be rememtod Sat-~itos was before, the days of stream travels all nCrthe south and west,of Ireland. In his Inploiwhundreds of men, ami. he pursued -with t£m a hlmane, just and enlightened- policy, .which if followedstrike's hZiA£*SiS 0*!0*!i07e£ W'Zm Prev*ntwniiJ "t disturb *he business . relations of theworld. I- carefully choose my staff
'

he writesJSZSr adv-anced Progressive^ accordingto theirn?VZ * mentS'" "aJld* as -°l>Portunity.. offer!.. In casewLei Jfd Si^S6?* they-are^ensioned-off 6*fullfaTX ??vvdc tL»$* th^eS' »«?larity of my service, Inever yet did an Jt *of *

.generosity or common justice, publicly or privaLlythat not met by manifold reciprocity-
I A; «o ;.not treat my men as slaves, but as fellow-tiSn^S"?*! fr°,m- mc l̂V in Nation Imakethem feel that m doing their work they:confer onS%aag!sea benCfit than I-do.on *«» *7 PaymeS

,- In 1844 Clonmel elected Bianconr mayor—
The First Catholic Mayor-

vL*?s^***0118- .The Tories whose power was \thusoverthrown were furious, and the.old" corporationeven
n" a\a^ with «« official paraphernalia;so the newmayor had to buy his own' chain of office Hismayoralty was a great-success: Whatever f̂undedtook to dp he did it efficiently. He

-
was' not aK^s °r .~revenue °nly. fact, he took no salaryJ?Ji*58 7ears ?l °mcc but* se^ money tb bedivided among the poor -schools of the town ~

SO'fW?pii ° f ,Bian°ohi;s. dearest friends was DanieloUnmell, who sent him once a characteristic' piece& HTTary°r ° f C n̂'Mcl, maflconi-.had loaS- J bench as a magistrate and hearrahd de-cide petty cases. He was naturally
~
anxious "thathis legal decisions should .be really lig-al He wroteto O Oonnell for advice, and the immortalLiberator whocouW^rive a coach-and-four through, the mosf" drasticAct of Parliament; repHed:-" If " you wish to dis-uSSSL 'dutlCS~ Of «» wayoralty-^ith perfect f satlstaotion act upon -your own common-sense,, and -donot look into any law-book!'" '-" " -

fln oit0 **». ingest- and busiest Hfe^' ihere comes
the t^lpJfLl^ of Bianconi, andme tueless heart at last grew weary and tired andpissed a
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the s^cn® of his many"labors toreceive the reward of- a life spent in doing'f&od tohis fellow-men. He should never be forgotten by thecountry -of 'his adoption, for though he was no pol!ltical .leader, her in his own way,- strove -to Hetterthe condition of Ireland-and her people "
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