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History has furnished no instance in which a con-
*fossor has pToved unfaithlu] to this sacred irust. It
has furnished many cases in which pricsis have faced
imprisonmeni, and even death, when occasion demanded
it, pather +than viplaic the obligation of perpetual
secrecy.  Thus, St. John of Nepomuk endurcd chaing
and dungeons rather iban reveal Lhe sccret of confession
to ihe 1lyrant Wenceslaus of Bohemia. And his lips
were slill scaled when the walers of the Moldav closed
them in cndless silence. Bul he is only one of many
sullerers for the seal. Same of our Irish readers may,
for instanee, recall the long imprisonment of Fatlher
Gahan in a Dublin gaol for * contempt of court * aris-
ing out of s resolute relusal to diselose matiers which
could  have come 1o his hknowledge, if at all, only
through the conlessional. iceisely similar experiences
befell Father MeLaughlin, of Ayr (Scolland)} many yvears
ago, and Father Giles, of Noire Dame, Montireal (Can-
ada), in [894. The locks of their prisen-cells.opened at
fagt.  Bul the bolt was never shot that lield the secrets
connitied to them, not as men, bul as winisiers of the
Most Iligh God. -

*

The present generation has wilnessed al least two
cases of more herole mounld,  One was that of Father
Kobylowies, patish priest of Oranon, in Kiev (Russian
Poland). In 1853 he was [ound guitlty of murder and
seatenced to penal servitude in the mines of  Siberia,
Twenly  years later (in 1873) the arganist of his church
lay  dywng. 1le confessed that he was the murderer,
that he had used Father Kobylowics's gun 1o commit
the deed of blood, and that, in a remorseful mood, he
had confessed  his crime 1o the priest. A ‘ pardon’
was made oul, But the martyr-priest’s soul had flitied
before it arrived. lle had endured the slow mariyrdom
of the Siberian mines lor twenty years. He bad borhe
that far Leener agony—ihe dread ceremony of  public
degradation, at Zhitomeer. And he spoke not, He
carried his heavy cross with him in sacred silence {o the
grave. In 1891, Father Luiz, an American priest, en-
dured in silence the shame of a convictlion for robbery
from a sick penitent, coupled with a senience of f{en
years’ penal servitude.  But one happy day, a document
was found among the papers of Falher Luts's supposed
victim, ihen dead. It showed that the money supposed
to bave been stolen had been entrusted to the pricst 1o
be resiored to a third person. So Fatlher Lutz was
released. The romantic slory of the Abbe Dumoulin is
more recent still. It was lold by us some years ago
in full detail, partly from the French press, partly from

an appreciative arlicle i the * Sydney Morning Herald' -

in the carly part of 1898, It was briefly this: {hat
the Abbe (a priest ol the archdiovere of Alx, France),
with the secrel of the confessional locked up in  his
breast, allowed himselfl 1o be tried, convicted, and sen-
tenced for a murder comnutied by another. For three
years, Father Dumoulin wore the prison garb, and toiled
under a tropical sun in New Caledonia, herding with
the basest oulcasts of society, Then the real mur-
derer's remorse compelled him Lo present himsell before
1he authoritics and deelare s crime,  lven among ihe
human weeds that the Popes have (hrown over tiheir
garden wall, every form of human frailty has respected
the ‘ silill-born silence ! which guatds for ever the por-
tals of God’s tribunal of merey, the Sacrament of Pen-
ance,

Ladies in search of geonuine  bargaing should not
miss the sale at Moliisons 1.1d., George street, Dunedin,
striking reductions being made in ladics’ belts, hose, and
handkerchiefs....

The open-air treaiment of consumpiion has ‘heen
catried on very successiully atf Flagstaff sanatorium for
nearly seven  years. Early cases rocoverin a few
months, with considerable galn in weight. The situa-
tion is romantlec and mountainous, and {he air is al-
ways pure and bracing. TFor partleulars address the
medical officer, at the insiitution.,. .

Christchurch Cathedral

First Anniversary Celebration

(From our own correspondent.)

The distinguished prelates, his Grace the Archbishop
of Melbourne and the Right Rev, Dr, lliggins, Bishop
of Ballarat, who so graciously and generously  ac-
ceded to the request of his Lordship Bishop Grimes
lo participate in the anniversary cercmonies in con-
nection with the dedication of the Christchurch Cathe-
dral on Sunday, arrived on Friday morning, jour-
neying from Wellington in the * Rotomahana.’ 'Fhe illus-
lrious visitors met with a most cordial reception at
Lyttelton. Those presen! included the Right Rev.
Bishop Grimes, the Very Hev. Dean Ginaly, Rev,
I"athers Marnane, Cooney, Price, Aliern, Mahony, OG'Con-
nell, Peoples, and Rev. Gilbert. Representing the laity
were Messrs, 150 O’Connor, J. Barrett, T. O’Connell,
and J. R, llayward. The visilors were greeted at the
Christchurck  railway station by a fairly numerous
galhering, considering the somewhat inconvenient hour,
and, cniering open carriages, 1be party were driven
to the cpiscopal residence. llere siriking preparations
had heen made for their reception. Over ihe entrance
gateway an arch of foliage and flowers bearing the
inseriptior in golden lebterning—* Welcome to our  dis-
linguished  visitors and illustrious prelales’ was erec-
ted, thence along the drive were fesloons and gurlands
ol flowers and fohage on each side. The children of
the convent schools and blarist Brothers' boys’ school
were drawn up atong the drive o welcome the guesis,
who were here received by the Very Rev., Vicar-
reneral,  As  lhe svisitors drove up the Cathedral hells
rang out a merry peal, amd on alighting the children
of the Convent lligh School sang a song of welcome.
At this the prelates were deiighfed, and the children
were heartily  thanked by his Grace .the Archbishop,
who afterwards gave them his blessing and added lo
ithe happiness of the occasion by announeing a holi-
day. The visiting prelates were then introduced to lhe
teachers in charge of 1the children.

THE CEREMONIES,

There were the usual early Masses in the Cathedral
on Sunday, thatl at hali-pasi nine being celebrated by
the Right Rev. Mgr. Mackay, of Oamaru. Jusl before
eleven o'clock an 1mposing procession of prelaies  and
clergy leit the episcopal residence and eniered the Cath-
edral. The musical chimes of the bells, greeting the
approach, at this moment were stilled ; the organ
pealed out the * Iicce Sacerdos Magnus,” the choir {ah-
ing up the refrain as the procession filed up the Cathe-
dral and into the sancluary. Solemn Pontifical Mass
wag then proceeded with. His Lordship the Right
Rev. Dr. Grimes, Bishop of Christchurch, was celebrani,
the Very Rev. Father Le Menant des Chesnais, V.G,
was assistant priest, the Very Hev. Dean Ginaty and
Rev. Father Marnane deacons of honer at ithe throne,
the Rev. Father Richards deacon, and Rev. Father De-
lany subdeacon of the Mass, and Rev, Father O'Connell
and Rev., Father Cooney masters of ceremonies, The
Rev. Father Mahony acicd as chaplain 1o the Arch-
hishep of Melbourne, and Rev. Father Peoples to ihe
Bishop of Ballarat. Others of the clergy in 1he sanc-
tuary were Rev. Faiher Khouri (Marounite) and Rev.
Gilbert.  The music of the Mass was Gounod's * Messe
Troisieme.” Mr. H. H. Loughnan conducted, and Miss
Katie Young was organist.

The preacher was his Lordship the Right Rev, Dr.
Higgins, Bishop of Ballatat, who from the {exi ¢ I have
loved O Lord the beauty of Thy house and the place
where Thy glory dwelleth * delivered a very fine  dis-
course, in the course of which he paid an cloquent tri-
bute to the noble proportions of the building, io the
untiring energy and zcal of Bishop Grimes, and to . tl]u
generosity of his {lock. Twelve months ago he said it
had been iheir pleasure {o be present at the opening
ceremony by invitation of Bishop Grimes. The build-
ing which was) then offered to the most High God was a
gift  that spoke more eloguently than human tongue
coultd ever do; it was the outcome of years of anxious
waiting, .of patient exercise, of frugal thrift, and a
gencral curtailment of personal needs in order ihat ithey
might be enabled 1o carry out the work of the Church
in this diocese. Ile spoke in culogislic {crms of the
noble siruclure, standing out in ils pgraceiul details,
spacious lowers, and cluslered columns, and praised the
work of their illustrious prelate, DBishop Grimes, who
had done so much towards ils complelion. It was
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