'ii‘hursday, iﬂ*ebrndry 15, 1906

NEW ZEALAND TABLET i

[

J. H. G. ROWLEY, r.Nz.a4.,
Accountant, Auditor, and Gompany Secretary,
CoMmuRCIAL CHAMBAERS, No. 3 Hunter Streot,
WELLINGTON,

Puhlio Aunditor under the Friend ly Socisties’ Act.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
J.R.H.—Many thanis. Will  dissect {hal absurd
‘nun and nobleman ' story im next issue. Overcrowded
this wecely.

W.IL (Dunedin}).—The Church never taught, but, on
the contrary, has ever condemned, any and every doc-
trine of the pre-existence or re-incarnatlion of the soul.
(2) In the carly ages of the Church, the Simonian,
Oophite, and Valentinian Gnosties and others taught a
bewildering number of contradiclory and generally  fan-
tastic theories of re-incarnation.  Some, of them pro-
fessed to reccive the Christian Gospel, inlerpreting it
alter their own peculiar fashion ; others were openly
and bitterly hostile to ix.  All of them were ever re-
garded by 1he Church as heretics or ag infidels. Valen-
tine, one ol the carly theorists, was excommunicated by
Pope Hyginus, who reigned from A.D. 13910 142, The
rest, as they arose, were duly *lifted’? by ihe Pope over
his garden-wall. They vanished while {he Church  way
still young.  (3) Nono of them heid the peculiar doc-
trine of re-incarnation tanght by Theosophists in

] our
d‘ay. (4) Origen was condemned by the Councit of
Constantinople (A.D. 533) for having held 1hat human

souls pre-existed hefore the creation of Adam, But hug
teaching, as given and condemned 1n the decree (ilelele
vol. IV p. 3Ly, 19010, is worlds away, as 1o its dei
tails, from thal of modern Thevsophrsts,

DEATHS
LJUGEANEY.—At Timary, on February 6, Ehzabeth,
gliepof Humphry Geaney, Mahikihi ; aged 30 years.—
MAHER —AL Georgetown, Invercargill, on Februar
2, 1906, William S, d?arly beloved husband of Mat:i[dg

Maher, and sccund eldest son of ihe late John M
Kew.—R.I.P. 0 Maher,

To promole the cause of Religion and Justice by the
ways of Truth and Peace.
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OUR CIRCULATING LIBRARIES
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OMEBODY onee ashed good old tlobbes why
he did not read more.  * Read more !’ he
exclaimed ; “if 1 bad read as many books
as other wmen, I should have heen as ignor-
anb as other men,” The sayirg may, seem a
paradox ; but it is particularly true oi a
large class of the readers that form the
chientele ol vur public and circulaling libra-

ries. The cullured and scholarly vice-president of the

Dunedin  Athenacum (Mr. . Whitson) gave an address

last week at tihe annual mecling of the institute which

is sufficient 1o shake one’s faith in the benefit of public
libraries in this country, unless ihe mass of the sub-
scribers arc lo experience a change of heart and radi-
cally alter their reading-habits. There is reading and
reading. There is the reading that widens the range of
experience and stores the mind with helpful thoughts and
useful knowiedge. But there is also a kind of reading
that, in ihe words of Samuel Smiles, is merely * the

indulgence of a sort of epicurism or intellectual dram-
drinking, imparting a grateful excilement for the mo-
ment, without the slighlest eflect in improving or enrich-
ing the mind or building up character.’ And, judging

by Mr. Whitson's words, this latiler is the class of
reading—or rather of intelieciual hasheesh—ihat is
mostly  indulged in by the habitlue of the circulating

library. Jor thig scetns {o be a case in which, for
this couniry at leaslt, we wmay safely assume ilal the
experience of one centre of population stands for all.

’ *

The facts for which Mr. Whitson vouches
suntarily stated as follows : The chicef demand is for
fiction. * Of the total issue of books, works of fiction
account for 89.2 per cent., the remaining 11 per cent.
being spread over cleven other depariments ; hiography
coming next 1o ficlion, although only representing 23
per cent. 1t will mahe il more easily appreciated if I
state that during four menths, out of a loial circulation
of 22,716 books, 20,281 were novels.” * Aud I am sorry
to say,’ added Mr..Whitsen. alter an exhaustive analysis
of iha ciroulation of various authors, ‘gAhat the
yuality of some books which are in very great dernand
is of the poorest.’” The best wrilers of fiction are left
in comparalive neglect. So are works on svience and
' belles letires.!  And, speaking generally, ¢ conrpared
with fietien, the circulation of hooks in other depart-
menis  of literature is productive of sorrowful reflee-
Lions.”  Judging {rom  another remark of Mr. Whit-
son’s, a ‘¢ prolessor of books' would seem to be one of
the urgent needs of (he hour in our circulaling libra-
rics * The reasons,” said he, * which induce subscribers
fo take out hooks are many and curious. Only a small
minorily ask for works from a perusal of the catalogue.,
They either ask the hbrarian to recommend a hook, or
they, are atiracted by the appearance and title of a book
as it lies before them on the table; or in walking
tound the shelves they see hooks that atiract them, and
a curious {act is that {he books on ihe shelves in n
hoe with the cye are mostly favered. The shelves
aboie or below {he line of visien are neglected.  Then
the circulation of a book is largely aficcied by the
favor 1t finds in the eyes of early readers who recom-
mend it lo others, or by reference f{o it in the newse
papers,  The condition of a book also infucnces its
circulation ; sotne members will rather lake a copy of
a book they do not know than a soiled copy of one
that is lavorably known. For this reason the novels in
fargest circulation are mostily those of which there are
a number of copies.!

nmay be

All ihis makes melancholy readipg. The need of
the day is net so much more readers as betbter readers.
Ay matlers stand, it seems that our public circulating
Itbraries are more of a calamity than a blessing to the
communily, and that, {o meet a certain {aste, Carne-
gie’s henefaclions are very likely to be in pert expended
in paching library shelves wilh namby-pawnby and sep-
sational fentbirate fiction—with yelkow-backed agonies
brimful of infrigue, wystery, and murder. Of the two
kinds of works of fhelion that seem most in demand,
Ly. Pryde says: ' If they are namby-pamby, reading
them is like sipping jelly-water ; if they arc sensa-
iional, they are like Mrs. Squeers' posset of brimslone
amil {reacle. In bolh cases they destroy the mental
appetite, and make it loatke all solid food.” The great
mass of the novel-reading public are finical about their
tea and beer and beef and tobacco. Bul they seeny io
have no standard by which to judge of lhe guality of
the books on which they feast lheir minds. The diffi-
culty of choice is increased by the overwhelming num-
her of volumes of fiction that come tumbling irom the
press. It is still forther enhanced by the prevailing
habit of devouring (not metely reading) novels—ealing
up circulaling libraries, so 1o speak, and then, like
Oliver Twist, coming up sercnely for more. For many
of those to whotn Mr. Whitson refers, novel-reading is
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