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Accountant, Auditor, and Company Secretary,
CoMMRECI sL CHAMBERS, No. 3 Hunter Street,
WELLINGTON,

Publie Auditor under the Friendly Societies’ Act.

WHITAKER BROS.,

CATHOLIC BOOKSELLERS,
WELLINGTON & GREYMOUTH.

NEW SUPPLIES—

Dr, O’Riordan’s * Catholicity and Progress in Treland™
7s nett ; posted 7s 94,

Father Benson's " By What Authority 7" Paper 28 6d,
posted 25 114 ; cloth 3s 6d, posted de,

“The King's Achievement.” Paper 2s 6d,
posted 2s 11d ; cloth 3s 64, posted 4s,

Tse CATHOLIC HISTORY READERS for our Catholic Schools,
‘We have the ABBEY and GRANVILLE HISTORY READERS.

Send for our New Catalogue,

“7 ANTED, a Good, Steady, Middle-aged MAN wha

understands Farming and Fouliry. Relerences required,
Apply to TABLET Office.

ST. DOMINIC'S COLLEGE, OXFORD
LOCAL CENTRE,

STUDIES RESUMED on TUESDAY, 6th FEBRUARY,

Boorders are requested to be in recidence on MoNDAY EVENING,
February 5th,

MONASTERY OF THE SACRED HEART,
LOWER HIGH STREET, CHRISTCHURCH.

Boarding and Day School for Young Ladies.

Under the patronage of the RIGHT REVEREND DR, GRIMES, 8.M

Conducted by the
RrLIcious oF NOTRE DAME DE8 MISSIONS,

The above School Re-opens To-day, February 1st.

For further partioulars and Prospectns apply to
Tie REVEREND MOTHER PRIORESS.

ST. PATRICK’S COLLEGE, WELLINGTON

Result of the Scholarship Examination,

The Four Scholarships, of £25 a year each, tenable for four
years, have been gained by the following candidates j—
1, RICcHARD MULGAN, Greymouth,
2. HENRY RABSMUBSEN, Westport.
3. EDWARD KavANAGE, Auckland,
4, THOMAS LyscH, Timaru,
The Collega RE-OFPENS on THURSDAY, 15th FEBRUARY,
For terms, &ec., apply to
Tne REcTon.

MARRIAGES

——

BLATCH—O'GORMAN.—On January 2, 1906, al St.
Canice's Church, Westport, by ihe Rev. IFailher Molloy,
Kate, fourth daughter of Dr. James O’Gorman to Wil-
liam Blatch, of Southland.

PRITCHARD—McBRIDE,.—On January 16, 1006, at
the resiflence of ihe bride’s parents, by Rev. Father
O’Donnell, Joseph Francis Pritchard, of Timaru, 10
Catherine Adelaide, second daughter of I, McBride,
Bridesdale, Walkatlipu,

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT

Ar—

E. F.—The ‘' Tablet,’ noi: being a merely local paper,
but the organ of the Catlholic hody in all New %ea.
land, could not possibly devote so much space 1o any
entertainment, no matter how important, taking place
in this Colony. The report of a conceri in Australia
is not of the slightest interest to the vast body of our

readers, and in any case ifs extreme length would for-
bid ils insertion.

To premole the cause of Religion and Justice by the
ways of Truth and Peace.
LEO. XIII, to the N.Z TABLET
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A HISTORIC <DIVORCE’

) o

-
{““ﬁ%‘ N a recent issue we sel forth some of the

penalties with which the Church visils {hose
rare and faithless few of our fold who,
after the legal jormalities of a divorce, go
through the form of matriage with a fresh
pariner during the liletime of the other,
Our brief article has staried one contro-
versy. It has revived the memory of an-
other. And irom two widely-separaled sources we are
asked to explain the position of {he Church in regard
to what our correspondents call {he divorce of the irst
Napoleon from his wile Josephine. There are facts to
state. But ihere is nothing to cxplain. And the
facts, seti forth in summary terms, are these: (1) The
Church did not pronounce any sentence of divorce pet-
ween Napoleon and Josephine. (2) An incompetent and
unauthorised iribunal did declare, on vitiated and ex-
parte evidence, that the marriage between Napoleon
and Josephine was null and void from the beginning.
{2) No tribunal, whether compclent or incompetent, ever
even  pretended to issue a decrec of divorce hetween
Napoleon and  Josephine. {4) The Church has never
granted, and never will grant, a divoree in the case of
a valid and consummated Christian marriage. God gave
her no such power. And what 1le hath Joined together,
let no man pul asunder,
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Fop fuller ‘details of 1he miscalled © divorce’ oi
Napoleon, the reader is referred to such works as Par-
sons’ ¢ Studics in Church iistory,’ Lyonnei’s ‘ Listory
of Cardinal Fesch,’ * Napoleon and His Detractors,’
and the many monographs that have appeared upon thiag
distracted theme. Within the limils of a newspaper
arlicle it is impossible 1o do more than set forth the
facts of the case in a summary way, And 1lhe facts
are briefly stated hereunder. Napoleon married Jose

phine de Beawharnais on March g9, 1794, The most
frantic days. of the Revolution had passed. Bul France
was still it by tholafterslow of the red Reikp of

Terror ol 1743-171.  Yel, says Parsons (vol, v., p. 5N
it would net have been difficult to find a priest to
bless the nuptials  of Napoleon and Josephine. The
ceremony was, neverdlieless,- a purely civil function, *in
accordance with the spirit and the law of the Revoly-
tion.”  Bui this was not recognised by the Church in
France and in the other few countries in which the Tri-
dentine decree on matrimony had heen promulgated. 'To
be valid, the ceremony had to be performed before wit-
nesses and in the presence of the pastor of one of the
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