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As  to Mr. Carruthers, the Cardinal (despite the
stalements published in some of our New Zealand
daidies) made no reflection upon him as State Premier.
‘ He is,’ said his INminence to an °* Age ’ representative,
‘just as good a Premier as any we have had in the lasi,
twenty years, so far as I am able 1o judge.’ ¢ The
whole thing,” says the Sydney ' Freeman,' ‘'is a hollow
sham—this talk of injustice to New South Wales.’ Car-
dinal Moran correctly diagnosed the true inwardness of
the situation when he said to the * Age’ interviewer :
*1 think there is a great deal of provincialism in try-
ing to assert the interests of any particular city—
either Melbourne ot Sydney, or any other.’ The diffcr-
ence between the Cardinal and his two Sydney critics is
this: He deprecates, and they maintain, pelty Jocal
jealousies and periwinkle-brained parochialism against
the breader interests of a United Australia.

THE WALTHAM ORPHANAGE

THE COMMISSIONER'S INQUIRY

———

FOURTH DAY,

The inguiry into the charges made concerning  the
management of the Waltham Orphanage was reswmed on
Alonday of lasi week beforec Mr. 11 W. Bishop, S.M.,
Commissioner,

The examination of Mr. ¥Friediander was atjourned,
80 as 1o enablec Dr. Upham, late medical olicer for ihe
Charitable Aid Board, to he called.

Witness, in reply io Mr, ilarper, stated that tihe
Orphanage had been under his care, and he used to visit
the institution frequently, 1le used to see iho children
often, both in the Orphanage and in the sireets, and he
thought they were looked alter very salisfactornly ;
they were fat and cheerful and smiling, and were well
clad. The ailments they suffered from were  mosily
children's  ailments. He uscd {o see Mrs, Carpenter
with the children, and in his opinion she was a very
good-natured and hind-heatted woman ; she was always
very bright and cheerfu), but perhaps her language was
a lLittle masculine. The children had the cheapest food
he knew, because the secretary ran the unstitution, and
if Mrs. Carpenter atlempted to increase ihe expenditure
she was at once calied to account by the Board, When
the iwo Andrews’ children entered the Orphanage they
were miserably thin, and were in a mosi neglected con-
dition, their eycs being sore and unclean. Mrs, Carpen-
ter looked afler them like a mother. When he saw
Frankie Hammond Mrs. Carpenter had him in her own
room, and looked after him as well as any moiher.
Witness knew the matron’s assistant, Miss McArthur ;
she looked after the children well, also. As to ihe dres-
ses of the two Andrews’ children, rpersonally he thought
they were rather pretiy.

In reply to Mr. Lane, witness knew for a fact that
the restriction of expense related to ihe Orphanage, He
had ihe same trouble, but he wag independent of the
Board, and Mrs. Carperter was not. The Board, he
said, consisted practically of the secretary. The differ-
ence as to the expenditure ultimately resulted in wit-
ness being dismissed by the Board. He had received no
instructions from the secretary or any other official as
10 Lis dulies concermng the Orphanage.

To Mr. Cassidy: The most rigid economy was
praciised by the Board. e was surprised that  Mrs.
Carpenter managed to get the children fat. Mrs. Car-
penter was practically a slave of the Board, The secre-
tary was continually sending notes to him asking him
to account for ilems of expenditure, He never heard
Mrs. Carpenter use language complained of by previous
withesses.

Rev. Father (looney was then called by {Mr. Lanc.
He said that four and a halj years ago he was 1old that
the Anrdrews’ children were living in bad surroundings.
He saw Mrg. Carpenter, and it was arranged 4hat
they should be taken into the Orphanage, and ihat their
religion should in  ho way be inerfered with. While
they were in Lyttelton the matron kept her promise
that the children should not suffer on account of their
religion. The two children were sent to the Catholic
school every day, and to Mase on Sundays. They never
complained to  him or to any of the teachers ‘as {o
sufiering any inconvenience on account of their religion.
iAs to the green dresses, eilher Mrs, Carpenter or Mr,
Friedlander had made a mistake in saying he had re-
quested that they should he obtained for the children.

The Commissioner said that the statement had been
withdrawn,

To Mr. Lane: The children seemed well enough dros-
sed, though it was suggested 1o him that the dresses
in question were a litlle gaudy. However, ihat was
perhaps a matter of 1laste. .

To Mr. Cassidy : He did not see much of the children
al the Orphanage; his concern was chiefly about , lhe
religion of the iwo children. Fle look it for granted
that ihe Board had brains emcugh and money enocugh Lo
look after the temporal interesis of the children. He
never saw the children at meals,

The Rev. ¥. Bliott Chambers, vicar of West Lyttel-
ton, called by Mr. Harper, sald he had been in Lytitel-
lon for iwenty-one years. He frequently visited the
Orphanage and saw {he children. He ihoughi ihey were
clean and satisfied.. .

Hugo Friedlander, chairman of the Charitable Aid
Board, was then further cross-examined by Mr. Cassidy.
Witness had cxpressed his disapproval of Mrs. Carpenter
calling the children lttle devils. There was a good deal
of fecling amongst the lady members of the Board
concerning  Mrs.  Carpenter ; half the time of the
Board was taken up by heckling over matters that could
not be proved. He therelore thought it would be better
1o put Mrs. Carpenter in another position under the
Board.

To Mr. Bishop : Mrs, Carpenter had a freec hand as te
seeuring clothmg.  MHe bad also often iold her that She
must not take the slightest risk in regard to the chil-
dren’s health, but should call in a doctor at once  if
there was the least necessity. In the case of ihe girl
who was at Mrs, Peachy's, the doctor of ihe Board re-
fused 1o atlend al the house. The doclor had o tiake
his instructions irom the secretary.

The Commissioner said it 'opened up a large guos-
tion ; il scemmed rather derogatory that a member of ihe
Board shouldinot have power to call in ihe doclor in a
¢ase which he thought desired it.

Witness said the secrelary could ecasily have been
commaunicated with, as his private house was on  the
telephone,

Mr. Bishop : Bui you are then putting the secretary
in 2 superwer pesition to a member of Lhe Board.

Witness said there were a good many members on
the Board, and 1f all had authorily to call in the doe-
tor difficulty would arise.

Dr. Clayton was next called by Mr. Harper., Wit-
ness said he had been medical officer to the Charile
able Ard Beard for the past ten years. He remem-
bered atiending ihe boy Percy Whittle, who had pneu-
mona.  Witness considered the bay urgently needed
hospital trealment when he saw him. Lie had never
heard a single word of complaint against Mrs, Car-
penter, cither by adult or cmid,

Mrs. Clarke, called by Mr. Lane, slaled that she
hved next door to the Orphanage, and used Lo see the
children playing in the baclk vard. They always seemed
happy, well cloiked, and well carel. for The children
were parlicularly weil trained, and they were much bet-
ler cared for than many clildren she lknew in private
families.

Mrs. Margaret Neville, nurse, called by Mr. Harper,
said she stayed for a fortnight at ihe Lyteclton Or-
phanage when Mrs. Carpenter was ill. Witness had ihe
same food as the children. and it was very pgood, She
never saw anything to complain of in régard 10 the
children.

Mrs. Mary Filzgerald, a resident of Lyiielton for
several years, and a member of 1ihe Catholic Chureh,
stated in reply to Mr. Lane that the two Andrews
children used often to bhave lea at her house. They
always seemed well cared for and bright. The dresses
referred to were noi grolesque or caleculated to cause
ridicule ; she never heard anything said about {hem.
The children had every opporiunity  to speak to her
quite freety, but they never made ihe least complaint.
The boy Percy Whittle used to visit her, and he al-
ways seemed a  bright rittle chap, and was comfort-
ably dressed, but did not seem over-sirong. As far as
she knew the Andrews children were always well cared
for, and no dis{inclion was wade on account of their
religion. '

Mrs. Busan Lewington said she had had the chil.
dren in her house, and had taught them at Sunday
School at Holy Trinity., They were well mannered and
looked after. In every way ihey showed signs of being
well fed and properly trained,

Mrs. Sarah Westlake, called by Mr. Harper, said
she lived in Wellington, and had kpown Mrs. Carpen-
ter for seven years. She remembered ihe green dresses,
but there was nothing exirzordinary about them. The
only fault was that they were badly made. She had
seen the children having “thier meals, and it was very
good food, often better than she had on her own
table. The children were well cared for and happy.
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