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-"< '\D,idri't~you send a little, boy ,for ;th,e priest? 1 per-
sisted Kittie,'dazedly. >? "?*/-,- "^'.?"'''.

IHe was just hit,3
-

the -men repeated, staring ather.Blue Pete struck out in a minute for the doctor and
Hank's sister, but he ain't had.time to get back yet.'

'Hit just nowI,'- the dressmaker repeated to herself,/
as though awakening from a dream, '

hit just npw !' >
Then somewhere on the breeze behind her a voice;:floated to her ear: 'Tell 'my son,' it said-, 'I will—'
watch— over him.'

When Miss Mary, awakened by the kind-heartedrail-roader, came stumbling down to the tracks, a wrapper
thrown carefessly over her nightdress and openedat hershrivelled neck, and her sparse grey hair straggling ab-
out a wild face, the doctor was already bending over
Hank. The priest was beside him too, kneeling in thecinders, praying as only a priest can pray. The men
had brought up the stretcher. Miss Mary brushedagainst it as she rushed forward. :. L � . . ,' Oh, my God !

' shrieked, and threw- dut her oldhands to Hank.
" '■ . -

The doctor put lier aside roughly. ' ' '
1Hurry, boys, Uie stretcher !

'
he cried, ina strange,

ringing voice, and get this man to my office as quick asyou can ! It looks like only a few ribs broken 'Hestopped and chuckled nervously ; he was a soft-
hearted man. '

It's not often, boys, an engine strike?;
a man and lets him live to tell the tale !

'
} The men picked up the stretcher with unspeakablere-lief written on their rough faces, and Hank, was borneaway, groaning a little, but with such a look upon,hisface as it had not worn in twenty years. The pries0followed them.'" By jingo !

'
cried the remaining switchman, in hisrough, coarse way that meant so much less because Hwas but part of the iron-bound life that he led. '

Ibe-lieve that Hank ain't done for yet, Miss Mary ! An' 1
dunno what saved him !

'
Miss Mary stumbled away from the track. The littledressmaker rose up from the darkness and confrontedher.

'
Iwent after the priest, Mary !

'
she cried. 'Yourmother came to the. door with a littleboy and sent meafter the priest ! Icouldn't see her, but I saw thechild, and Iheard her running beside me all the wayand Icould hear her breatlie ! Oh, Mary, Hank's beento Confession and he isn't dead .'"

Miss Mary shook her head in dumb bewilderment andmumbled wildly. Her breath gurgled in her throat, hereyes were dry and staring, and a feverish red had crept
into her blanched cheeks. She stumbled past and up
the black, bush-lined path, looUing straight ahead, andKittie Klein followed her, weeping hysterically now.Once she looked down and saw that Miss Mary's feetwere bare and bleeding from the sharp cinders.At the doctor's steps they met a man coming out.'

The ribs on his flight side and his right leg arc*broken,' he said to Miss Mary in a kind of awe-struck\oice ; the railroad didn't olten leave its victims thus.They're going to set the leg now, and then the doctorsays he can be carried straight home.'
Miss Mary answered him incoherently, an uncompre-hending look of fear upon her wild face. Kittie hadher own shoe off and was upon her knees, forcing themonMiss Mary's bare feet.'
I'll go right ihome for you and get his bed ready,'

the little)dressmaker was saying.
'

You go in and holdMs hand-while they set 'his leg. Poor old Hank !
'

sheadded wistfully.
Miss Mary turned upon her fiercely. '

I guess ]
can get his bed ready myself !' slie choked. She stood
looking down at the little woman kneeling at lier feet.The wild look went slowly from her face. '

And Hankain't killed ?
'

she murmured dazedly.The little dressmaker sobbed anew.
'

Ain't Gocigood ?
'

she cried. "
Miss Mary stooped "and Mfted^ the little dressmakerto her 'feet.

'
I-wouldn't have hysterics !" she said in

her old sharp way. '.Go on and hold his hand your-
self !' 7

She gave Kittie Klein a gentle push towards thedoctor's door; the years had" suddenly rolled away.And Kittie Klein went' into the doctor's office, her
pale?, faded face all pretty -with1 a Inew light. Hankwould live and the past was past. The men turned
curious eyes upon her. They .didn't know, but thatdidn't matter. She went to^jHahk, and he put out:hishand to her. Outside, .Miss Mary; was hurrying home:to '
get things ready tor the coming lof Hank. Her facehad not held a look, like this for many' years.— 'Liverpool
4 Catholic Times.'

AUSTRIA— The CathbUcr Press f.
,v,-v,'At. the recent Catholic Congress in Austria 'an im-"^porfcant

-
resolution wa's submitted- by Father Kolb;3.J., in.",lavor of the Catholic press/ -He.pointed out

2"?'-P"r.'Of 'the anti-UathoriCv«.newspap>rs," and said, that.;-tM only opposition to theriK waS- '.furnishedby'ihe'r'Catliolic journals,, few and badly supported. Hepleaded; for increased interest in them -on. the part ofCatholics throughout-
Austria. The Congress took upthe matter,- and will try,,to strengthen the existingCatholic newspapers by subventions and also by furnish-ing them with news, facts, and political and apolo-getic, articles likely to be of service to the good causeof building up a strong, efficient Catholic newspaperpress. At the same time no attempt will be made tointerfere with the political complexion of the journals-provided they observe the Catholic point of view noth-ing further will be asked of them. This is as itshould be. Liberty is as the breath of his nostrils toa journalist ; and so long as in essentials he is cor-rect, he may be allowed freedom in matters doubtfuland unsettled.

ENGLAND— Army and Navy Chaplains ,
The Holy See has decided that

'commissionedchaplains in the army and navy are to be under thejurisdiction af the Archbishop of Westminster, 'exceptfor troops in Ireland, India, and South Alrica.
The Bishop of Birmingham

The Bishop of Birmingham, Right Rev. Dr. Ilsley,on December 4 completed a quarter of a century's
tenure of the episcopal office. There was no formalrecognition of the occasion, as his Lordship was pre-
sented wlith congratulations and gifts when he enteredupon the year of his silver jubilee. The day was, how-ever, one which awakened grateful emotions amongst
both the clergy and laity of the diocese, and thelengthening years do but deepen the affection in whichthe people hold their Bishop. On the ensuing day atthe Aston Workhouse, where a chapel was handedover to his Lordship for the use of the Catholic,in-
mates, a touching reference was made to the Bishop's
jubilee by the Chairman of the Board of Guardianswho said that in Dr. Ilsley they had a prelate whohad carried out the best and highest traditions of theUhurch to which he belonged.
FRANCE— Hasty and 111-considered legislation

Law-making at full speed (says the 'CatholicTimes,' December 8) sums up the method of pushing theSeparation Bill through the French Senate. Every
inch of steam Jis put on; and the- .engines are drivenat full speed. Article after article, clause after clause
is read, talked over, and voted. Arguments count fornothing. Indeed, when one of the Senators moved toomit article seven, which vtransfers- Church property
given for charitable purposes, to secular institutionsdoing similar charitable work, he was bluntly told thathis contention had good reason in its favor but theBill must go through! And,it is.going through verygaily. Day after day the discussion proceeds, but nochanges in the text take place. M. Rouvier haspledged his word- that he will pass the measure and
in virtue of that pledge the majority of the Deputiessupport him in power:' The bloc would sacrifice any-thing rather than miss the pleasure of- dealing a blowat the status pf religion in France. Within a monththe French Church will be separated from the State, andthe time of trial,,perhaps the crisis, for her will havebegun. Catholic France is wondering what the endwillbe. - c -■ ji_. .1

ROME— Sacred Music
The two great mid-November feasts (writes aRomecorrespondent) alone suffice to mark the change in sacredmusic brought about by Pope Pius X. At St. Cecilia'sChurch, for its festival feast, even the cantantibus or-

ganis of the elder Capocci was omitted this year as" last in deference to the Motu Proprio, and CardinalRampolla, Titular of the Church, pontificated aSidgrave Gregorian. A£ this year's omission of the re-markable and much-admired piece of highly symbolicmusic was the secondhand the Motu Proprio was datedonly on St. Cecilia's Day, 1903, better observance couldnot have been given At San Clemente, for its patron-al feast, two days later the Schola Gregorian sang aMass of Vittona and Vespers of equalmusical chaste-ness, while the Plain Chant was after the new Vaticanissue of choral books.
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Mr. -Patrick Egan, formerly treasurer of the IrishLand League, has been awarded £5000 damages for libel,
in an action which he took against the 'New .York Sun'
in the American Courts,,
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