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'filumday, k) anuary 18, 1906

The Commissioner directed that {he papers should be
produced.

Mrs. Ada Wells was called by Mr.tb':fg,vs'id:y: Shewas

now in her sixth year of membership of the Charitable
Aid Board. Wilness was very sorry Mrs, Carpenter had
been forced into such a position. She thought the mat-
ron had carried out the work under the dominating in-
fluence of a dominating person on the Board, and the
Board was largely to blame. She did not think Mrs.
Carpenter would be aggressively: unkind ; the Board was
very largely to blame. Since lhe efiquiry the children
who had given evidence bad been dispersed in various
direcltions. She had never been satisfied with the physi-
cal condition of the childvten. All mothers knew that
children ought 1o have a bath daily, instead of once a
week, and that without supervigion. ‘Then, as to mor-
als, the diction of the children had shocked her, and
savored of Billingsgate. And there had been no proper
amusement or recreation provided, the whole being very
unsatisfactory. Witness repeated that she did not de-
sire 1o atlack Mrs. Carpenter ; she was sure that had
the matron atiempted o carry out witpess's ideas she
would have Jost her position.  She (Mrs. Wells) would
never begrudge money spent on the Orphanage, bhut she
considered that they were nol gelling a proper return
for the outlay. After Mrs. Temby had left the Orphan-
age, witness visited the institution—allowing a reason-
able nterval to elapse—and found it in ‘an indescribable
state of filth.” * The kitchen and scullery were,’” said
witness, ‘ shamefully neglected, and there was half an
inch thickness of grease. The dining-room was 1 a
similar state, and there appeared to be no tahlectoths.
The hedrooms were in a corresponding stale of misery—
girty old beds and hedding, unclean blankets and sheets,
of which therc were very few.” She was forced 10 make
public allusion to thy state of affairs, and on subse-
guent visits found an amprovement had taken place. Then
the old Orphanage was burnt down. Witness went on to
detail the circumstances under which 1he charges against
the Orphanage werc brousht to her notice by Mr. Mel-
lish and Mrs. Peachy, and went on to the case of the
boy Percy Whittle.,” At a commitiee meeling  aftec
Messrs. Harris, Horrell, and Scott had seen ihe hoy in
ibe hospital, Mr. Harris said he had seen a sight which
shocked him, and he declared, in effect,’ that ihe ser-
vices of the matron ought at once to be dispensed with,
or the Board would have the town aboutl its ears. Afier
all the enquiry inio the matier, Mrs. Carpenter sent a
letter to the Board, practically dictating her terms, and
the Board took the very undiguified course of accepting
her demands, although Mrs. Black fought sirenuously
against it, witness not being present at thai meeting,
Then the children were gradually boarded out, and the
Orphanage had become practically a receiving home. At
subsequent meetings of the Board the Orphanage had
been {he cause of much discussmion. At the November
meeting Mrs. Carpenter reporied that May Burbury had
been guilty of insubordination, and the Boatd took ihe
very mean and undignified course of trying to shelter
itsell behind that little child, That meeting was talked
about in Wellinglon, and probably led to the instituiion
of the present inquiry. The hoy Frankie HMammond was
a {uberculous subject, and ought never to have been
beaten. She had remonstrated with Mrs. Carpenter,
but the matron said the hoy was well. Wiiness en-
tirely disapproved of ‘the ¢ silente’ system.

Further examined by Mr. (Massidy, withess said she
had opposed the motion al the Board Meeiing that =a
masicr and a matren showld be appointed ; she thought
it would be belter {o have ilwo wonien, who would he
more likely 1o criticise and keep themselves and things
in order. She had had to make complaints publicly, he-
cause it was absolutely useless o hope that the seere-
tary would attempt to carry.out her wishes, She
would not wonder; at any childten having ¢ fits of mis-
ery . at the home, from-what she knew of it. Chjl-
dren—and especially those in such circumstances—needed
brightening influences brought fo bear on their lives,
The ehild Attwood was always in the kitchen when wit-
ness visited, and looked dirty and uncared for. There
had been no attempt at bathing at all, until the Board
was brought to indulge in the ® new-fangled idea of hot
baths.” Tn reply to the Commissioner, witness declared
that she had been kept off the imstitution’s committee,
and that a persistent elfort had bheen made to exclude
her from it. She was keenly intercsted in the children
as all members well knew. ’

Mr. Cassidy : Is it not a fact that a circular
issucd {0 members asking them to kecp you off the insti.
tution’s commitiee,?

The commissioner said he would not take secondary
evidence on such a point. {f. such a circular had been
issued, it must be in existenee, and could- be - produced.
He should be very much surprised if such a elreular had
been issued.

1\31-. Cassidy said a copy of the,clreular could be pro-
duced.

was .

Mr, G. Scott: I will bring it this aflernoon.

JIn further reply to the commissioner witness said

: Mrs.*Carpenter’s. dicbion was 10t choicg,.as a rule.-She

had irequently objecied wo Mrs. Carpenter’'s written re-
ports, as they "contained ‘objectiGBablé {érms and allu-
sions. Witness thought ihere should he a regular diet-
ary system at tihe Orphanage; the food that the chil-
dren ‘wWere given was not the sort to build them up. Ii
was quile wrong 1o give them dry bread as a punish.
ment. . T A

Mr. Lane then ;proceeded 'to call witnésses on behalf
of the Board. .© & %Y. R

Hugo Friedlander, Chairman" of the Charitable ,Aid
Board for two years, stated -lbat it was his desire ta
assist tbe enquiry in every way. Mrs. Carpenter was
appointed in 1908, while an <nspector under the Board.
The following year she was relieved from the inspector-
ship. The complaint he received from Mrs, Wells was
the first he had heard. He had paid surprise visils to
the Waltham Orphanage, and as iar as he could judge
the children had plenty to eal, and ihe icod was whole-
some. They had always {old Inm that they were given,
as much as they wanied, and were never ailowed to go
hungry. At one dinner he saw there was vegetable
soup, lrish stew, containing meatl, and afterwards a nice
mulk pudding. The table was very nice and clean and
neatly set but. At ihe ica he saw them having bread
and butter and two  kinds of cake. As to breakfast,
Miss McArtihur told him that a jug of milk was pul on
the table with the porridge for the children o help
themselves, as some did mot like the milk. When Mrs.,
Wells complained, however, ihe matron thought she had
better put mulk on all the porridge, whether they liked
it or not. 1lle made il his business to talk to the chil-
dren, took them lollies, ete., and quesiioned them as to
their happiness ; during all ithe time he never had a
single complaint from 1the children. He had visited the
Invercargill Institution wilthout being known, and could
honestly say that the children of the Waltham Orphan-
age comparcd favorably with those at the [ormer insti-
tution in every respect.  The Invercargill Orphanage was
betier managed in some respeets, but there an expendi-
ture of £11,000 had been ineurred. Mrs. Carpender, al-
though not an ideal matron, had done her duty te her-
seif and to the Board. A big question was opened up,
bub he held that 11 was not the duty of the Board to
bring up the children * as ladies and gentlemen.’ So long
as the children were taught Lo be honest, truthful, and
able to take care of themselves, he considered Mrs. Car-
penter had denc her duty.

On resuming after the luncheon adjournment,  Mr.
Friedlander read a hist of about 3% children who Thad
passed through the Orphanage, under Mrs. Carpenter,
not one of whom had a bad record. Afler reading var-
jous letfers received in connection with the complaints,
witness said therc was no doubi that afler the children
began visiting Mrs. Peachy, discipline could not be main-
tained as well as previously. Witness repudiated the
statement ihat tbe Board was controlled by the secre-
lary, and quoted statistics of the work done during the
year. Referring to the case of Percy Whittle, who was
admitied to the hospital on Angust 28, witness read a
letter he had received from Dr. Crooke, house surgeon,
as follows :—*1 examined him on admission, and found
his general condition lairly good. He- was thin, bhut
that, in my opinion, wag accounted for- by his having
had pneumonid three days before admission. We havg
frequently had childrén-irom the Orphanage here, and, in
my opinion, they all seem to have been thoroughly
looked after and attended to. Percy is a delicate chiltd,
and frequenily ailing, and were he not well looked after
he would soon show wigns of i{.” As to the statemeni
made by Mrs. Wells that she had been deliberately kept
off the comrmiilee she would hike to be'on, witness saii
they had to have regard to equily. It was lelt to the
members whether Mrs, Black or Mrs. Wells should be ap-
pointed to the Institutions; .Committee. As to the
boarding-out system, some of the .bpmes were by no
means suitable. He made visits-and venquiries;; and i
was decided lo remove children who were not in appro-
ved houses. The Board authorised him.to .advertise forx
suitable homes, and over a hundred replies were.received.,
All the houses were carciully inspected, and when sujt-
able homes had been obtained, the-childfen ;were. drafted
into them from the undesirable places, and also some .
“from” the Orghanage. :With referénce:to the ¢ silence’
punishunent, ke -had been repeatédly at the Home, es.
pecially during the past twelve months, and he-had
never seen the children in .any way repressed' he had
seen ihem playing about in the garden as happy as
childrer could do. The behaviour of the four children
who had been cafled as witnesses, ought to be a proof
of their brighthess. As- to the “stick * ysed for pun~
ishment, it was not much thicker than a penholder,
and about.twice as long. . C
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