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s lambing down' that ihey werc heard outside.’ An-
other girl was shut up for a week. On November 2 he
received a lelephone message thal Mrs., Peachy wished
to sce him on his way 1o town. MHe called and she
showed him a child lying on the carpet with a bandage
round fits head. She said it was May Burbury, from
the Orphanage. Witness said it was a very bad thing
that the chuld should have been kepl ifrom the Orphan-
age. DMrs. Peachy said the child was crying and -would
not go back. 7The child told him that her back was bad
before she left for school, but she had Lo make either
six or eight beds belore breaklfast. She sand she had
not 1lold the mabron, because Mrs. Carpenter never be-
lieved them when they said they were not weil, They
called in the doctor, who Lived elosc by, and a Justice
of 1he Pcace was also called in, at the suggestion of
witness, so as to see whabt condition the girl was in,
Continuing, Mr. Scoltr said May Burbury had heen
thrashed and put to  bed  till next morming, for not
washing one ol the boys, and was also called a * bitch,)’
Dealing with the two Catholic children, he 1nstanced one
Sunday where the mation muniched the confessiounal be-
fore the other children. He need not comment on:ihat.
On ahother occasion—and she admrtted 1t—>M:is. Carpenr
ler saud one of tihe Catholic girls ' must say prace be-
cause she crosses herselt upside down.”  And instead ot
callmg the Lwo childrea by their names she called ihem
‘those Catholics,” and they were ilold oil to hear the
prayers of the Protestant children. She had {aunted
Emma Andrews and reflecied on her pareutapge. Gertie
Andrews had olten been sent to hed after tea, and she
had tald the two one tale, that of * Spring-hecled Jack,’
which had frightened them almost 1o death, and told
them not to tell the others. A greal deal of blame tor
the trouble was due Lo the Board and its secrclary for
not carrying out their duties. Al a meeting, the whole
of the commitlee! were of opinton Llhat Dirs, Carpen-
ler's services should be dispensed with.

Cross-examined by Mr. Harper, wilness said he had
been a member oi the Board tor twelve months., lie
wag present at the enquiry held by the Board into the

charges against Mrs. Carpenter. lle remembered that
al the olfictal enquiry Geriic Andrews said that  Mrs.
Carpenter was hind, and looked after her well. She said

she Iiked the Orphanage and gotl everything she want-
ed. Emma Andrews also said that she Iihed Mrs, Car-
penter. Gladys Wilson sawd that Mrs. Carpenter never
sent her 1o bed hungry; she always got as much as
she could eaf.

Mr. Scott interposed that he had never complained
that the clildren did not get cnough to ecat; i1t was
the guality, not ihe guantity, that he objecled io.

Lnder further cross-cxamination by DBir. Ilarper wit-
ness said Sarab Smth had stated that she looked an
Mis, Carpenter as a mother, The result of tlhe en-
quiry before the Board was a vote of censure on Mrs.
tarpenter for using expressions towards the Catholic
children. The Board held that thete was no proof of
any ill-treatment of other children,

Cross-cxanined by DMr. Lane: Witness said he visit-
ed the Orphanage iwice while he was a member of the
Board. He first heard complainis in June or July,
and 0Orsl mentioned them to the Commitice on August
30th, after the chairman had 1eceived, through Mrs.
Wells, a letter from Mrs, Peachy. The opinion ex-
pressed by all  the members of the committee on
August 30th was that Mrs. Carpenter’s scrvices should
be dispensed with. The Board decided to hold an cn-
quiry on September 30th. Witness held the private en-
quiry after tihe Board had decided to hold its enquiry.

The next witness called was Wm. Wilcox Tanner,

M.H.R. He remembered being ecalled 1o Mrs. Peachy's
house in November last, There were Mrs. Peachy, Mr.
Scott, a Mr. Mellish, and a reporter. (There was a

girl present, and she seemed 1o be faint and in a
state of exhaustion amounting almost {o collapse. She
was lying on the couch, and was being treated with

cloths on her head. Dr. Clayton was sent for, but
witness left before he arrived.

Te Mr. Bishop: He would not like to say ihat
the c¢hild looked neglected or wuncared for, but she
seemed thoroughly ill, and should not have been al-
lowed 1o reach thal state without a doctor heing
called. She complained of having been ill-treated, and

seemed frightened. He should say she was not in a fit
condition to have made beds that morning.

Mary Agnes Peachy, 32 Ferry Road, said she had
known Mrs., Carpenter for eight years. She had no
idea that anyihing was wrong until after the Orphan-
age was removed, when a boy named Frankie Ham-
mond, who had only one leg, made charges to her al-
leging cruelty on the part of the mairon. Witness
went to the Orphanage and saw the matron hit one
oy on bhoth sides of the head, knocking him down.
On August 6th she saw Percy Whittle at the Orphan-
age, sitting in front of the fire. She drew Mrs. Car-

penter's attention to the boy, who was very ill, and
could hardiy hold hig head up. Witness advised a doc-
tor being seni for, but Mrs. Carpenter said she did
not want one; she knew as amuch as the doctor.
Witness said some emulsion should be given him ihen,

but Mrs. Carpenter said the Board would not allow
it, and she had bought cod-liver cil out of her own
money. Mrs. Carpenter's daughter, who was present,
called the boy ‘' a sulky litile wreteh ™ and a * surly
Hitle brute.”” She supposed he had had the usual
bread and dripping. Mrvs. Uarpenler said he could eai
all right. Witness wrole a Jelter to Mrs. Wells on

August 27ih concerning ihe state of the boy, on the
1eturn of Mr. Fuiedlander (chairman of the Board)
from Australia. That was before ihe boy had heen
ltaken 1o the hospital. Three of ihe children told her
that on the Friday before he went (o the hospital he
was given dry bread for breakfast. When she saw him
she did not consider be bhad proper clothing on. She
was presenl at tea one Sunday. The stafl and children
were all at one table, and the staff had their bread
and butter, jelly, jam-sandwiches, and fruit cake ; 1ihe
children had tiheir bread and dripping, bread and but-
iter, and one piece of cakhe. The children sometimes
went Lo her and asked for something to eat.  Wit-
ness had only once seen a child struck, but Mrs, Car-

penter told her that she had thrashed children while
they were held down.

Continuing aiter the lunchecon adjournment, Mrs,
Peachy said Mrs. Carpenter had told  her she had

turned Eva Bashiord out of the old Orphanage, on account
of temper witness thought it was. From what she had
heard irom other children witness believed Illen Att-
wood was ‘more gb a little slave than  anything
clse.’ Wilness never saw the child, who was about
fiiteen, sitting down 1o meals with the other children,
the believed she worked in ihe hitchen. The Chrst-
mas hbefore last Mrs. Carpenter told witness she had
given the girl ‘a —— ol a time.' The bhoy Frankie
Hammoend had complained o witness aboul being heat-

en, and alsoe Gertrude and Mmma Andrews, two  little
cluldren.  Witness thoughl the Andrews pot  ‘ pretly
rough treatmen! on aceount ot their rehgion.’ The

‘silence pumishment ' was cliefly used 1n the Crphanage.
On one oceasion, said witness, Gertrude Andrews Llold
her she * would rather go 1nto her coflin than go bhack to
the Orphanage.” The children ield her ihat (ney made
all the beds 1 the morung, and did most of the house-
hold work. There was no playroom for the children.

Cross-exanuned by Mr, liarper, witness said all the
complamts she had heard about 1he Orphanage came
from the children. 11 was within the past six months
that the complainis had been made to her.

In reply 1o Mr., Lanc, wilness said she had never
scer the children n the Orpharnage playing or  Atalkicg
together,  In regard te the food, * such as there was
there was plenty of 1% rather {oo much perhaps.’ :It
was the quality she abjected {o.

Replying to dr. Bishop, wilness was sure Mrs. Car-
penter had said she had given Lhe girl mentioned * a ——
of a time.

The evidence of Sister Mary,
called by Mr. Lane, was iaken next, to enable her to
get away for her holiday. Witness staled that when
the Orphanage was in Lyttelton she had atlended fre-
quently, o teach the childven. They had all ihe ap-
pearance of well-kept children, and never made.any com-
plaints to her. Their clothes were always comloriable,
and they appeared well fed when she visited them on
Sundays.  She had seen them on weekdays coming from
school, and{they also looked well-cared-for then,

In reply to Mr. Cassidy, Witness said the children
had no opportunily of complaining Lo her when she
visited, as they were under discipline. She was not
acquainted with the iniernal arrangements.

Gertie Andrews was then called.  She said she was
ten years of age, and was five when she went 1o the
Orphanage. A1 night she had to hear some of the Pro-
testant children say their prayers, but she wenl o the
Cathotlic church. She had been sent {0 bed and punish-
ed for laughing, and on one occasion she was held down
while Mrs. Carpenler beat her wiih a stick until she
screamed. She was punished by being ¢ put on silence’
once, and not allowed to speak at all for a week. That
was [or talking out loud when she ought not to have
been speaking. Ellen Attwood was ‘put on silence’
for a month, and they were not allowed to speak to
her. Two other girls were punished in the same way,
She used to get burnt porridge for breakfasi, and when
she did not eat it, then she had to have it for dinner.
They got up at 7.30, and made beds and swept up and
dusted before breakfast. They had a bath once a week,
but there was nobody!there to see whether they washed
or not. On one occasion she squealed because another
girl kicked her, and Miss McArthur went into the hath-
toom and hit her on the back with a strap, She had
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