'i‘ehursday, J anuary 18, 1906

NEW: ZEAGAND TABLE# 17

CONVENT OF THE SACRED HEART,
TIMARUD,

HE ANNUAL SPIRITUAL: RETREAT FOR LADIES,
PREACH:D BY
Tae REVAEREND G. EELLY, 8.7,

Will begin on the EVESING of WEDKESDAY, January 17tb, snd end
on MonDaY MOBNING, Jannary 22nd,

Lndies who wish to attend should apply ss soon as posrible to
Tue BEuvELESD MOTHER.

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT

‘ONE INTERESTED.'—(1) Very likely ; (3) Such
information could only be got by applying to the various
Governmenl Departments ; (3) Yes, and it would he well

to have the assistance of the local Parliamentary repre-
sentative.

MARRIAGE
VENNING-—KENT.—On Tuesday, January 9, 1908,
at 3i. Patrick’s Church, Waimate, by the Rev. Father

Charles Venning (hrother of {he grooms), assisted by
the Rev. Fathers Regnault, Tubman, and O’Connor,
Lucy Agnes and Iflizabeth Catherine, second and third
cldest daughters of Mrs. Kent, ° Glenbane,' Waimate,
to John George and BEdward Lotan, first and third
eldest, soms of Mr. and Mrs. J. Venning, * Roslyn,’
Timaru.

DEATH
MAHONY .—At Fermoy, County Cork, Julia, relict
of the late Timothy Mahony, of Kilclare and Garryan-
taggart farms, and aunt of Canon Hegarty —R.I.P.

To premote the eause of Religion and Justice by ihe
ways of Truth and Peace.
LEo. XIIL, to the N.Z. TADLET
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CONGO AND OTHER ATROCITIES

————————

OU may °‘break® a general or impeach a
Minister. But iy 1s ‘dour work’® to im-
peach a natton. And this—judging by news-
paper rcporls  before us—scems to be the
task set  for himseli by one Blr. Smith or
Brown or Jones * of London,” who is touring
New Zealand with a magic lanlern and a
gory story. The impeached nation 15 Bel-

gium. The impeachment covers 1ls admunistration of

the Congo Free Siale. And the impeacher is a money-
raising missionary ageni who thnlls audiences in small
halls with a grand assoriment of atrodities at so much
per thrill.

*

It is, perhaps, undcniable that serious opprcssion and
even grave cruelly were -practised upon natives by un-
worthy or brutal officials in the raw young days of the
Congo Free Slate. A document before us, signed by
long-established while residents, charges as much to the
period from 1879 to 1884, when the great English ex-
plorer, Sir Henry M. Stanley, founded the new negro
State and directed its early forlunes, under ihe auspices
of the King of the Belgians. Latler days may also
have wilnessed much isolaied violence and wrong, espe-
cially among the hinterlands of the young Bantu S'terte.
1t is largely a matier of men—and of opportunities,
There is, thénks to Christian teaching ‘and civilisation,
a vast deal of cullivated good in human nature. But
there is also, in a scctio{h of it, a wortld-of -unregen-.
crate brufe passion and Impulse, that shows itself nof
merely amidst the throes of ‘2 Frénch'or Ruassian revo-
lution, but may even tarn‘a harmless festive celebration
jnto the frantic Vpa,nd‘emql_}iu;n that has given to tl}e
English language the néW word * mafficking”’ There is

more than # slender [pundalfion for the saying of a
noled writer that, were it not for the {remendous power
of modern law, we should witness in our day a recrud-
escence ol the red barbarities of t{he Coliseum. When
ihe ‘ low white,” with power in his hands and the moral
restramnts of rehigion thrown aside, gels loose among
upwarlike native races, beyomnd the reach of the King's
writ, humanily may prepare Lo shed her tears. Witness
the hrutalities praclised in recent years upon the hapless,
aborigines ol Western Ausiralia, and more lately still
(as the official investigator testified early in 1905)
upon slani-eyed Iastern seris in the Nourse Deep, Wit-
waltlersrand, and other mincs in the Transvaal. If such
lhings come to pass in soulh latitnde twenily-five, in
white men’s countries, with the British flag liying over
them, may they noi also happen under ihe eguator, in a
black man's land thai is rising pamnfully towards Chnis-
tran civilisation over its old dead or dying savage seif

of twenly years agone ?
*

Therc is nothing inherently improbable in all this.
But an  impeachment of an qndividual or of a nation
must have something more solid to stand upon than ihe
mere  absence of inhierent improbabulities. 1% mus
stand, 1f at all, on tact and evadence duly atlested—on
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing bul ihe iruth.
And here 1t is that we have a griecvauce against the
man with the magic lantern and the bagful of atrocilies.
Ite manipulates his facts as well as his lantern. And
the manipulation covers whal he says as well as what
he withholds. | lHis case against Belgium is marked by
gross exaggeration, by frcguent misstalement, and by
the wholesale suppression ot [acts ihat are vital o a
proper understanding of the history of the * Congo
atrocities.” He may hold that 1he end he has 1n view
Jusufies the use of such means. We do not. We there-
fore proceed to fill in some details that, 1f supplied hy
him, might possibly have dimimished the thrills and the
threepenny pieces, but would have given a lairer present-
ment of the facts of the anti-Congo agitalion. The
“atrocity ' campaign was begun and carried out chiefly
by what is known as the Congo Reform Soclely. Orne
of s Jfounders was Br. IHoll, Vice-Presideni of +the
Liverpgol Chamber of Commerce. [t was (as Mr. Fox
Bourne admits) baclied and ir part financed by Liver-
rool merchants and shippers ; and the * Glasgow Ob-
server ’ of December 23, 1904, describes il—accurately,
we think—as a conspiracy io secure the profitable trade
of the thirty million souls that form the population of
the Congo. Liverpool merchants and shippers  waxed
fat and prosperous upon the negro slave. From Liver-
pool  merchants and shippers came  the last,
longest, and most faclious opposition to  the
abolitien of trafic in human flesh. It is, no
doubt, a touching sight 1o sce their sons and
grandsons weeping over the sorrows of the kith and kin
of the Congolese who were steeped io the eyebrows in.
the nameless horrors of * the middle passage’ on board
Liverpool slave-ships. But we think of sundry things
as we see the big tears falling through the jewelled
fingers. We ask ourselves, for instance: Was it'a mere
colncidence that the Conge Reform Society was laun-
ched at a time when trade—and especially the shipping
trade—was flat and stale and unprofitable ? Was it
likewise a mere coincidence that the moneyed men of
Liverpool slarted their * Reform ’ only when they had
before their eyes the financial suceess of a similar agi-
tation for ‘ the women and children’ and ¢ dear human-
ity’s sake’ in the Transvaal ? We are a virtuous pecple
and, alack ! we know it. But we are given to get our
virtue in fits. The Rand millionaires brought on one
of the spasms. And in due course virtue had its own
teward—in mines that return iwenty millions sterling
per annum, and Chinese slaves galore to work them for
the price of an old song. But perhaps it was sheer
softness of heart that moved the Liverpool merchants
and shippers to invest their ‘inherited slave-trade
shekels in the,interests of the negro under another flag %
Mayhap. But it sets one wondering, all the more, that
they had no shekels for such an investment when white
children were dying like flies in insanitary concentration
camps in South Africa; or when black men and women
in Queensland and in Jamaica (Brilish West Indies)
were made the victims of admitted atrocities that were
worse, we ween, than the doubtful or more than doubt-
ful ones that our itinerant entertainer lays to the charge
of the Congo administration,

*

There,are many things in the history and ptoceedingy
of the Congo Reform Soclety that need strenuous expla-
nation. And the man with the lantern owes, but hasg
nob given, it. The Congo Reformers were not asg glkil.
ful engineers as wete the nabobs of the Rand. 1In the
frst place, they had a harder nut to crack, For the
independence of the little Dutch Republics was protec-
led by no international guarantee. The position of the
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‘Drapers, Milliners; and* Ocstuniers,



