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A pleasing “ceremony. .took place in the Cardinal's
Hall, Sydaey, on Christmag Day immediately after the
11 oielocks Mass; swhen-: thé - Right. Rey. Mgr, O'Haran
waf- madé’ the' recipient of a - beantifully illuminafed and
framed address by the members of the Cathedral choig;:
The preséntation was made hy the popular conductor,
Mr, J. A. Delany, who said it was the very great plea-
Jgure of the members of ,the choir to have an opportu-
nity of offering their sincere congratulations on the
high honor which his Holiness the Pope had conferred
on Dr. O'Haran _hy .elevating him to the distingnished
rank of Prothonotory Apostolic, and their gratification
was emphasised by the fact that Dr, O'Haran was the
first priest in Australia raised to that dignity, The
Right Rev. Mgr. O'Haran sincerely thanked Mr, Delany
and the members of the choir for the address, and re-
ferred fo the greatr work accomplished by the choir
under the direclion-of Mr. Delany: -

The ‘reappearance of Miss Amy Castles at the
Queen’s Hall, London, on November-21, after three years
of study in Paris, drew a densely crowded audience, It
was soon seen that Miss Castles had made a wonderful
advance since her debut in St. James' Hall. She is now
a highly-trained and finished vocalist, ready and quali-
fied to appear in high opera with positive certainty of
suceess, and every promise of developing into a second
Melba. Her singing of the mad sceme ol Ophella in
Ambroise Thomas' famous opera, ¢ Hamlet,' was quite a
revelation, and evoked prolonged and enthusiastic ap-
plause. In & pen-picture of the oceasion by Mr. J. F.
Hogan it is remarked that * the sceme of delight and
spontaneous enthusiasm was a veritable crowning of the
young Australian queen of song, who is evidently des-
tined to eclipse all her predecessors from the land of
the Southern Cross.’ The * Standard ’ says she is ‘one
of the very few singers who can give unqualified de-
light by sheer beauty of voice’; and the * Daily News'
remarks that her voice has ‘ more power of expression
than Melba's, and is more varied in guality.’

The death of Bernard Bede Kieran, the wonderiul
swimming champion of Australia, in the flower of his
athlelic fame, at the age of mnineteen (sa¥s the ' Free.
man’s Journal ’), lis one of the saddest reminders of
the uncertainty «of life. Kieran had just returned from
England, where he had won laurels in the swimming,
season and put up records unapproached hy others. In-
stead of resting at his home in Sydney, he entered for
events in Boisbane with his usual brilliant success, That
he was unwise in doing so is now apparent, for advices
that followed him from England warned his friends that
he needed rest. Buit the words of wamning came too
late to be acted upon, and Kieran was siricken down
in Brishbane with appendicilis, .an operation for which
seemed successful, until he suddenly weakened and died.
The funeral on Boxing Day was a great popular demon-
stration of sympathy. Ferry steamers and trains to
North Sydney, whence the funeral moved to the pretty
little cemetery at Gorve ‘Hill, were taxed to their ut-
most capacity. The Rev. Father O’Dowling, S5.J., of
St. Mary's, North Sydrev, read the prayers for the
dead prior to the removal of the coffined remains from
the residence at Burion street, and also ofliciated at
the graveside. -

On Sunday, December 21, at the 11 o’clock Mass at
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, Dr. M. U. O'Sulli-
van was invested with the insignia of the Order of Com-
mendatore of St Gregory the Great.
the Archbishop, clergy, and acolyies, preceded by Dr.
O'Sullivan and Mr. W. H. Archer, K.S.G., entered the
sanctuary before Mass. His Grace proceeded te¢ the
throne, and Dr. O’Sullivan knelt bhefore him. The most
reév. prelate~read the Latin formulary, .and having bles-
sed the" cross, ete.,

Signia ofl the distirguished < Order..6f, Commendatore.

The insignia-isza Maliese. cross suspended from the heck

by a scarlet ribhon. "The new Knight Commander: kis-
sed the episcopal ring and, with Mr. Archer, took his
place in: ' the sanctuary... Thé. éeremaony, though short,
was witnessed with thuch interest by the large congre-
gation, which included a number of publie-"men.* In the
course of his sermon the Archbishop said that a great
honor had been_conferred by the Pope on the city of
Melthourné® in bestowink: that -disfinguished 1itle on one
‘of’ its worthy  citizenns,” That favor showed how deep
an interest the Supreme Pontiff took in this distant
part of the Church. One of the most devoted children
~ofi his Holiness “had ‘béen invested with 'a distinguished
Order. The recipiént Wwas feininded by that to be ever
ready to ddiend the interests of the Church and  the
Holy See. . - -
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January 14, Sunday.—Second Sunday after the Epiph-
ary. The BMost Holy Name of

Jesus,

Monday.—St. Ita, Virgin.

Tuesday.—S3t. Fursey, Abbot,

Wednesday . —St, Anfhony, Abbot.

Thursday.—3t. Peter's Chair at Rome.

Friday.—St. Canute, Martyr.

Saturday.—S8. Fabian and Sebastian,
Martyrs.
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The Holy Name of Jesus.

St. Paul tells us that Our Lord ‘ humbled himself,
becoming obedient unto death, even the death of the
Cross.. For which cause God also hath exalted Him,
anh glven Him a name  which is above all names ;
that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of those that are in heaven, on earth, and under the
earth.’ ’_I‘he object of the Chureh in instituting the
feast which we celebrate to-day was to bring before
her children jthe sncredness of the name of Jesus, and
to make atonement for the sing oi those who use it
irreverently.

3t. Ita, Virgin,

St. Ita was born in the south of Ircland.
has always been held in great esteem in the district
In which she lived, but, unfortunately, few details of
her life have come down to us, She died in 570, and
ts styled by Colgan, the second St, Brigid of Ireland,

St. Fursey, Abhot.

St. Fursey was born in the west of Ireland, and
was of noble parentage. He spent & portion of his life
in England, where he founded a monastery, in the
county of Suffolk. Passing over to France, he con-
tinued to labor zealously lor the advancement of re-
ligior until his oeeath i 659. The remains of 8t,

Fursey are stjll preserved at Peronpe, in the neighbor-
hood of Amiens.

8%. Anthony, Abbot.

St Antlony was a native of UpperiEgypt. He was
left by his father in the possession of considerable
Wwealth, but as soon ag praciicabie he made over his pro-
perty to the poor, and relired into the desert, where
for many years he led a life of remarkable austerity.
He died in 356, at the age of 105.

Chair of St. Peter at ‘Rome.

This feast commemorates the residence and pontifi-
cate of St. Peter af Rome. At first he had fixed’his
See at  Antioch, but thinking it advisable that the Su-
preme head of the Church should reside in the capital
of the then known world, ho came to Rome. His resi-
dencg there extended, according to the more commonly
go':}celved opinion, from A.D. 42 o his mariyrdom in

. St.  Canute, Martyr.

St. Canute was King of Denmark. He wused Bvery
endeavor to solidly  establish  the Chriglian religion,
which had some {ime previously been introduced into
D.enmE_Lrlg, and fo bring ahout ihe conversion of those of
his subjects who still adbered to papanism. Hig zeal
won for him the martyr's erown, A.D, 1086.

Saints Fabian and Sehastian, Martyrs.
St. Fabian was elected Pope in 236, and governed
the Church for fourteen Years. His life, like that * of

80 many of the early. Po C5, was closed -
dom, A.D. 250. 4 P pRed by mariyr

8t, Sebastian was an officer of high rank in the

Owing. to his virlue and courage, ‘he

was much esteemed By- the. IEmperor Diceletian, and
protect

He was
out the year 288.

nuribers of his persecuted fellow-Christians.
beaten to.death.with elubs ab
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