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the overture, ¢ Oberon,’ in which three pighos Were
brought' into use, and presided over by the Misses O.
and E. Richards, E. and R. Frost, P, Gray, and O.
Nilsson. A glee, ' The hough and crow,” by the Misses
K. and B. Holloway, M. Grengor, . Cotier, E. Hooper,
P. Grey, M. Boustead, K. Hennessy, N. Collier, 0. Nils-
son, was a very enjoyable item. The same singers con-
tributed ¢ Hlark, the lark,' which was well received. Two
selections, ‘ Santa Lucia' and * Adeste Fideles,’ by an
orchestra, consisting of (piano) Misses M. Cress, M.
('Neill F. Pinhey, M, McKenna, ), Rendall, C. Smyth-
son, {organ) Misses Q. Nilsson, R. Frost, (violins) Miss
K. Icnnessy and Masters L. Cress, II. Fox, S. Iloar,
(guitar) Miss E. Richards, (’'cello}) Miss K. Holloway,
{banjo) Miss . Grengor, (mandolines) Hisses P. Grey
and C. Cotler, proved very acceptable items. The glee
party also renflered two extra items. The second part
of the programme consisted of the cantata ¢ Laila, or
ihe Children’s Queen,’ Miss Hennessy talang the princi-
pal part of Laila, Miss K. Holloway, the mounlain
child, Miss L. O’Malley, leader of the beggars and fairy
queen. Several other girls, daintily aitired as moun-
tain children, and fairies, took part, all acquitting them-
selves very well.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

(From our own coirespondent.)

December 18.

To the ¢ Irish Catliehe’ of November 11, Mr. M.
Nolan, of Chrsichurch, centrnibufes an article entitled
“The Apostolate ot the Gacl,” dealing pruncipally  wilh
the spread of Catholicism i the colonies, the education
problem, and a spectall reference  to the Choistehurch
Cathedral.

The cratorical contest of the Christchuich Catholic
(Qub, in conncetion with the Federated Catholic Young
Men's Societies, took place on last Tuesday evemng, Sir
George Chfford and Mr. IL 1. Loughnan acted as
judges. Of the six competitors, Mr. M. hane, a reecnt
addition io the club and Jately of Melbhourne, on the
subject of the * Second George,” was awarded first
place, and Mr, J. R. Ilayward (* Lord Russelt’) and
Mr. D. Xdmonds (' Daniel O'Connell ') tied for scecond
place. Otherd competing were Mr. It Lallerty (¢ Car-
dinal Manning "), Mr. M. O'Reilly (¢ Gladstone '), and
Mr. R. McNamara (¢ Washington '), The contest alfor-
ded a profitable and most mteresting evemng, and the
club would do well fo have sech hke programmes more
frequently.

The ordinary monthly meeting of the Society of St
Vincent de Paul Particular Councit was held  on Jast
Monday evening at {he cpiscopal residenee  Fiis  Lord-
ship Bishop Grimes presided, and those present  were
the Very Rev. Father Le Menant deos Chesnas, S M,
V.G. (spirttual dircetor), and representatives  of  (le
Cathedral, St.  lMary’s, and Si. Joseph's (Lyttelion)
Conferences. Correspondence from ihe Supenor Counal
al Sydney was read, and also a circular lettier {row the
Vice-President, (eneral of 1he Sociely at Paris. The
president submitied a compichensive report treating of
Catholic  children as variously circumsianced, giving
iheir number and the methods adopled for  their  well-
being.  Replies  Trom the pastors of several disiriet s
where Catholie children have been boarded ouwl were ie-
ceived 1 answer lo o couununications tn their regaid.
The presulent onthned the Particular Counal’s sugges-
tions as proposed to he submitied to 1he Superior Coun-
ci! in connection with the Society’s approaching jubilec,
His Lordship the Bishop expressed great pleasure i at-
tending ihe Council’'s meetings and learning of the prac-
tical and meritorious work in wlich all were cagagoed.
The results proved abundantly how essentially uselul
such a body of willing co-operalors were. lle appred-
aled very hmghly their labors which, with God's blessing,
were capable of inestimable good and lar-reaching bene-
fit.

Timarua

{From our own cortespondent.)
December 18.

A leam from St. John's Tennis Club journeyed to
Temuka on Thursday aiternoon to 1ry conclusions with
the Vietoria Park Cluh. The game had just commenced
when t1he rain came on, and it was agreed io post-
pone the trial to this day (Monday).

The final game in the seccond round of ihe primary
schools’ cricket competition resulted in an easy win for
ihe Brothers’ Boys over the Main school. Carroll,
Serimgeour  amd Mason were  chiefly responsible for
the school's score, whilst Lynch Bros. disposed of their
opponents for 6 Tuns and 2 byes.

On Thursday last the altar boys went on a pienic to
St. Andrews, under the guidance of Father Le Floch.
Rev. Fathers O'Connor, Lezer, and Mr. G. Venning also
accompanied the boys and helped them to pass the time
pleasanily. After lunch sports .and games were indulged
in, Master T. Lynch scoring 55 in a cricket match, and
getling a handsome hbat for his victory. The boys had
a very pleasant day.

A most enjoyable concert was given in the Theatre
Royal on Monday evening last by Miss E. Twomey, a
pupil of Miss ki, McGunness. That the imvitations is-
sucd were appreciated was evident from the fact that
the cirele and stalls were comfortably filled before the
overture began. Miss Twomey gave quite a lengthy and
varied repertoirc. She plays with expression and confi-
dence, and particularly excels in such soft and dreamy
music as Chopin’s ' Prelude No. 17" She got a most
gratlilying reception on each appearance, and evidenily
obtained the sympathy and appreciation of the discrimin-
ating audience, Miss Dick and Messrs. J. P. Newman,
B. B. De Looze, and J. H. Coombs also, assisted at the
concert and were all recalled. Miss E. McGuinness'
planoforte accompaniments as usunal gave full satisfac-
lien.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

—————

(From our own corresponbdent.)
December 15.

Rev. Father Curran, of lowa, U.S.A., arrived here
by the *Sierra’ on Tuesday. Fle purposes visiting
Australiz, and going through New Zealand.

The enilertainments given by the school children
during the past two weeks have been very good, This
relers pariicularly to ihe vollege and the primary schocl
conducled by the Marist Brothers,

Iits  Lordslip has beern 1 the Waikato district
since  last week, and intended to return to Auckland
i the early part of the week, but owing to the
death of the Iev. Father Wust, 5.J., he was de-
tamed,

Mr Fiyun, for seven years Parliamentary zeporier
in the House of Commons, for the Dublin * Freeman,’
and the London * Morming DPest’ and ¢ Pall Mall
Gasctte,” has heen contributing excellent articles to the
Auciktand ¢ Siar? on the new Iaberal Ministry., Mr.
Flynn 1s thorcughty conversant with his subject. He
iv nol so sure of Mr. Bryce's enthusiasm for Iome
tule, but is of Lord Aberdeen’s.

Rev. Father Wust, for a lme in charge of ithe
Neawawahia and Huntly parish, died at Ilanulton Hos-
prtal iast Monday after o brief illness, at the ageof
50 years. Ile was o native of llolland, and spent 20
ytars in missionary work in Java, and other parts of
the Netherland Indies  1le {hen returned to Helland,
but came to 1he colenies for his health, and for aboub
two jeals hved in Auckland  diocese. He was a
Jesurt  fle was well hiked in Watkato, where he took
great mterest 1 musie. e was buried 1 Cambridge
on Jast Tuesday. s Lordship the Bishop and Rev,
Fathers Darby, Corcoran, and Tormcey being present.—
R.I P

At the distribution of prizes in conncction with the
macted Heart College at 81, Benedict's Hall last Tuesday
evenmg referenee was made fo the change of Government
al liome Sir G. M. O'Borhe sald that three monihs
aro he did not  expect that there would be such a
great change of Goveinment, e was pleased to sec
that such a strong Government had been formed, with
men Ithe Mr, Morley and Mr.  Asguith in if,  men
hought up iu the scheol of the Grand Old Man, Mr.
Gladatone, The speaker went on to state that it was
s firm conviction that he would yed sce these men
fulfil e plans iaid down By (ladstone for ihe! settle-
ment of  the Irish quesfion and ¢ the most distressful
couniry ' granted Home Rule. It was a matter for
regret that 1lkic Grand ©CId Man himself could not he
present when Parliament  met next year. The Right
Rev., Mgr. O'Reilly cxpressed the opinien that there
was every reason to hope that it would not be very
long before Home Rule was carried in Ireland. Right
Rev., Mgy, O'Reilly said ibat all 1ejoiced at the ad-
vent to power of the Liberals. Sir DMaurice had ox-
pressed the feehings of the Insh people upon the sub-
ject of Ilome Rule Nothing, he believed, would de-
light fhe present King more ihan {o open their old
Pariiament [louse in College Green.

A list, of winners of cash  honuses in the sixth
Kocie tea distribution appears in 1his issue...

The train arrangements in conneclion with  the
Christmas and New Year helidays ale nolified in this
issue... -
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