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'Eprs, and, at the very time Purope was serving her
wapprenticeship in modern methods, we were barred out
‘qt;_;"hhe school of experience ? How could we have
‘frade whem our chief asset, agricullure—which from the
nature of things must be always our great reliance—was
‘ggerificed by alien laws to the needs of the Iuglish
manufacturing towns ? I men want to see the truth
‘ehout Treland's decadence, they can find abundant reason
yin historical and political causes, and will not be driven
o explain the facis that the Caiholic rcligion of Bel-
+gium does not prevent that cowniry from being cne of
the most prosperous and ome of the most progressive
on the face of the earth, and that Cathiolie Irishmen ap-
pear to shiare with hopor the burden of the grojmest
political offices and to manage with success the most'ex-
temsive business enterprises in every country'of ihe world
except iheir own.'

‘Yellow' Oratory’s Inspiration

Once a year—or oilener, if they are so * dispoged '
—ihe Brethron of the Yellow Agony beseech their Pat-
ron Saint, Williamn of Orange, {o *look down® wupon
them and crain their souls with the sort of ¢ spirifual’
graces ihal arc 1o their liking. And it scemeth that
5t. William heareth them and giveth abundantly of the
things thal lie nearest to their hearts. For does not
Sir Jonah Barrmgton—himself an Orangeman—bear Les-
timony in his ‘ Personal Sketches ’ ihat 1he Iitile Boer
monarch ‘ has been the cause of mrore brohen heads and
drunken men since his departure tham all his predeces-
sors'?  And ®o, too, saith the voice of history since
1795. An ancient Ulster custom reguires that partici-
pants im the festivwities of the C(ilorious Twelith shall
tune their fedings wp to concert piteh—somewhat after
the mamner of the musical glasses—by ppuring'in ligusd
libations in honor of their Patron. Thirteen inches per
man is, perhaps, a fair average -allowance, while some,
like Artenrus Ward’s organ-grinder, seem capable of hold-
ing ‘a churnful ¢i hecr.” The custom has spotted the
lodpe-ridden districts of Ulster with blood and flame.
A case brought by the police a few weeks ago against
one Johm Patlerson, before the Belfast Summons Court,
goes to shiow that stromg drink is still as much & part
of an Ulslor Oranpe celebratlion as are rowdyism, tor-
remlial declamation  agamst © Rome,” and the familiar
cry, ‘' To hell with the Pope”’ One*or iwo lodges, on
pleasure bent, had, according to the cvidence adduced
and 1 no way demed, laid inoa stock of ale, whisky,
mincral waters, and 2212 full bottles of stoul—~not
counting the ¢ dead maries ' (or empties) that the pelice
dropped across in the course of their search on the ene
of the patromal festival of the brethren

[ ]

We have often wondered whether, and 1o what ex-
tent, the same liquid seurce of cnergy is responsible for
the manner in which sundry epleptic cleiical orators—
like the ’ornetl-player in ¢ Mrs. Brown al the Play '—
' bast theirselves Lo hits ' on the July platform in Aus-
tralia, and, to a lesser extent in New Zeilan! 7 Take,
for instance, the silly oaf that poured out such a flood
of No-Popery Munchausen iales $o the gobemouches in
Southland some time ago ; or the frenzied enthusiast
who recently screcched in Victioria against the * biasting,
cursing, blighting influence of Rome ' ; or the reverend
ruflian who on the same occasion whooped apgainst con-
vents as ‘' slave-traps,” * hell-holes,’ and cther  pretty
titles that ihe priniers declined to reproduce, or the
white-chokered firebrand who, in South Australia  in
July, 1994  (as veported in  the Melbourne * Age ™),
shrieked for * bloodshed.” amd exhoried s hearers 1o
* boyeolt Roman Catholic schools, nunneries, teaching
places,” Roman Cathobic tradesmen, and * Roman Cath-
ohe candidates for public positioms.’ Thesc are by no
moans oxceplional cases.  They are strietly typical. Aud
to them apply the following words of {he Protestant
authior of F Ireland and the Bmpire ’ (-

* They preach a gospel of bale and of hatlred that
would disgrace a tace of savages, » gospel of which the

Christian religion knows nothing. This is the spirit
W"hlch disfigures the great northern capital (Beliast) amd
discredits the emtire province. Iis grosser exhibitions
are almost entirely confined to Belfast, Portadown, and
one or two similar centres ; but the spirit of the thing
is everywhere throughout the province. It takes in-
numerable shapes, but hatred of * Popery,” and even
of * Papists "' is everywhere. 1 remember, in one of
my election campaigns, being called upon to discuss the
Catholic University question with a more than ordin-
arily imtelligent (Protestant) farmer. We argiied  the
question in amd out, and after [ had driven him from
svery stronghold of prejudice, he exclaimed: « Yom
know, sir, what them Papists are. They must be kept
down, or we cannot live in the country.”’ This is the
whole sum and substance of the matter. The spirit of
ascendancy is at the bottom of it all. Equalily of
rights and of citizenship cannot be endured.

That is just what's the matter.

Wools Rutledge's Plight

At the celebratiom of the last feast of the Glorious,
Pipus, and Imwmortal Beer in Melboumne, the Rev. Wools
Rutledpe spoke in haste. He is now repenting at leis-
uvre. He smote higs Safiron Brethren in Melboune with
pangs of delicious pain by informing them that ¢ & cer-
tain public official ’ in Sydney could not, while a Metho-
dist, secure re-employment in the oivil service of New
South Wales ; and that the forlorn candidate thereupon
hecame a ‘ Papist,” and was at once landed into a nice
Jitil: velvet-pile appointment at a walary of a thousamd
pounds a year. In an unguarded momeni, the flamboy-
ant orator let slip a =statement that located the sup-
posedly lucky convert in the person of Mr. Hall, Acting-
Statistician for New South Wales, A Select Commit-
tee, composed entirely of Protestants, was set up {0 in-
vestigate the charge. Here was the chance of a lifetima
for the glib accuser ! Bre'r Rabbit once sang :—

* De place wharbouts you spill de grease,
Right dar you’re boun’ ter slide.’

And so it happened to Bre'r Ruttedge. Ilp came a
nasty ‘cropper’ right where he Mad ‘spilled de grelse’ on
which he meant, another Lo lose his footing ; he fell into
the pit which he himsell had «digged. And—assuming
that his Reverence is corrigible—we may piously hope
that, like Bre'r Fox (when he tried, and failed, 1o bag
Bre'r Rabbit), Bre'r Rutledge has ‘ cotch a handful of
hard sense’ that will pud a spancel upon his tongue
when noxt the dog-siar shines, and the annual No-Pop-
ery fener gels into the blood of the ' yellow ' men in the
merry month of July.

We have hefore us detailed reports of ithe meetings of
the Seclect Committee appointed to inquire into the Rev.
Wools Rutledge's declamatory charges. A most per-
jured summary of ope of {hese reports has appeared im
al least one prominent New Zealand daily paper. No
hint was given that the reseromd accuser halied, sirug-
gled, delayed, threw up the inguiry, veturned bo it
again, whined for * protection’® against libel, amrd, in
genenal, acted the part of a man who felt that facis had
the purchase on him. Oun the Orange platform he vol-
leyed words that would split a rail. Like Dick Deadeye
' Pinklore,’ he had exclusive and ‘ important informa-
tion’ of a startling kind. But before the committee
he showed not the smallest inclination to sustain his
case, anc, so far as it was directly concerncd, he ‘roared
as geully as & sucking dove.’ The evidence, official and
otherwise, proved that Mr. Ilall's conwersiom toF the
Catholic faith took place long after his re-appoimtment,
that %o mover had a salary of £1000 a year, and that
his engagemwent was doe lo his commanding ability, and
not, ay alleged, to crecdal oousiderations, Alter end-
less delays, protesis, and Micherings, the Committee
managel to extract all the ¢ csidence’ that the Rew.
Woals Rutledge had tio give. 1t turned out that he had
pot a scrap of  evidence to offer—nothing but alleged
hearsay. It was (says a Syduney contemporasy) ‘hardly
worlh the trouble involwed in extracung if.  All that
bore ewvem indirectly on the case was embiodied in seven
announcementy :—



