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BuU be1 tbat shall scandalise one jof these little- tonestfoat beheive in Me, it were better for him that amillstone should be hanged about his neck and thatheshould t*s (drowned in the depths of tbe sea' (StMlatth^ 18, &). How many children learn from

'
theexample of their own parents habits of sinful langu-age,, ofl -umgoveraed longer, of neglect of the sacredduties of religion; and although these same parentsmay salve their consciences by frequently exhortingtheir children to duty and virtue, they cannot expectto escape fihei anger of God, Who is jealous of thevirtue of the little ones He has entrusted to theircare.

Influence of Companionshipand Reading
Another, frequent cause of the early loss /of inno-cence m. childhood is the example of those aroundthem, and especially of the companions of their ownage. How sensitive parents would be in keeping theirlittle ones from " any companion infected with bodilydisease of a contagious nature ! If they are less care-fu*m choosing comPanions whose conversation and.conduct 4s free from the contagion of vice, tto tlhevnot show ai strange perversion of judgment ? SomoES^i.are -,VerE careless & guarding their childrenfrom the evil influences of books and papers. Thereare many printed things which grown-up people mayread with impunity, but which should be forbiddeito children And there is, alas ! in our midst muchprinted matter that should be forbidden to any Cath-olic or decent man, and it is carelessly allowed tofall into the hands of innocent children. Again letus remark the difference of care bestowed on thebody and on tihe soul. Parents who would not thinkany care too great to ensure the soundness and pur-ity of the food they put 011 the family table, havelittle or no- scruple in allowing their children, to

poison their minds with bad reading.It is a rare thing, but not unknown, for parents toshow a want of respect for their children by exposingin tfoear homes pictures that one might excuse in thlhouse of a pagan, but would never expect to see in%, ?hri?tl!B home- Here a§ ain> Parents should reflectthat what may do them no greater harm than to be-tray, to visitors their bad taste, may be an occasionof scandal.to the young. Let parents rather adorn
Jr,^f wih the best pictures they can procure,S?» " rel+T°US s^i 5̂ be not inferior to thesecular. Thus they will at the salmo time teachtheir own household to know and respect sacredthings and profess openly to all that their religion isone oi which nobody need be ashamed.

Religious, Charitable,and Benefit Societies
1

" P^T ?¥ is one of comoi*es and unions of everykind and for every purpose, and it is universally re-cognised that the best way to ac'qame strength andpermanency is to join individual forces in a union.Iho Catholic Church, herself a divinely-constitutedandnecessary society, in keeping with the spirit of thetimes, blesses and fosters within her fold many volun-tary unions of her children, the purpose of which isto promote more efficiently than separate individualaction could, some cause of spiritual welfare or chari-table help, or combined apiritual and temporal benefitlye confraternities and sodalities belong to the firstof these classes, the associations of charity to thesecond,, an-d the Catholis benefit societies to the third
ttYrf" associations,, under the differentS ,f ° f /^fraternities,, sodalities, societies,or guildswhen conducted according to the Rurposp of theirfoundation, and with the necessary regularity and ac-tivity are a source of strength and blessing, both tothe individuals who join them and to the Church it-self. In Australia we have an abundant supply ofthese associations, and we exhort you, dearly beloved"l f *£ preci,ate their advantages, and to makegood use of them for your own and the Church's be-

The confraternities of the Sacred Heart, the Anos-tleship of Prayer, the Sodality of Children of Marythe confraternities of the Rosary and of the BlessldSacrament, arenow very generally established through-out the Commonwealth ; and there is no doubt thatth!t rZT?, y fUTnisihave ffonc far to prod« ce
1

7*-lil,approacfhmg7 *-lil,approacfhmg the M? Sacraments,which is a beautiful and consoling custom of largenumbers of devout Catholics. No pastor whois trulyanxious for the well-feeingof 'his parish will negleYt toestablish and maintain in regularity such of thesesodalities as are fcoet suited to the different needsof tas people; and all Catholics who are earnestlydesirous of ensuring their own regularity in the salu-tary practices of the Christian life will avail of theopportunity of toeing enrolled in a confraternity, andwill carefully observe the requirements of its rules

Charitable Organisation's,
such as the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, can domuch good, especially in the larger centres of popula-
tion. Combining as they do, in the spirit of genuino
Christian charity, tbe relief of spiritual and of bodilyineeds,, they! are a source of numerous unrecordedfeles-«sin'gis to the objects of their assistance as well as tothe members themselves. We heartily wish to seethese charitable organisations widespread and active,Yotutmg men's societies, boys' clubs, and sailors' homescombine spiritual advantages with temporal in a warathat is productive of much good for the members,
and afford to the zeal of their promoters a scope
for exercise and a hope of success that would be un-attainable butj for the gathering together of tlhe mem-<bjers m a union. Muoh, however, of the success oftthese works depends on the aptitude and zealof their,
promoters. They are not, like the ordinary machin-ery of parochial administration, things that, toalargeextent,will go by themselves■; but, under the prudentmanagement of directors,, who are able and willine jbo
guide them, they can do a great deal of good for

'
aclass on whose welfare much depends. Societies "ofthis kind, however, need special care to preserve themm full Gatfoohcity of tone and action; failing whichthey cease to be of any advantage to their membersor,to the Ohlurch.

Benefit Societies.
which hove fior their object provision against the day
of sickness and misfortune, are now a generally ack-nowledged necessity for a very large number of ourAustralian people. The State Governments, recoenisinatheir usefulness, have taken them under the protectionof useful laws and official supervision, which 00 fartowards securing their financial soundness. The benefitsocieties in Australia which are for Catholics andhaje the approval and blessing of the Church, are tfoaHAjtfenuam-Ajustralias^an Catholic Benefit Society tbeAustralasian Holy Catholic Guild, and, where theiramended constitutions have been adapted, the Irish.National Foresters. These societies already number ontheir rolls some 33,500 members ; and theyareever?,
day spreading into all such districts as are popuW-senough to maintain a 'branch. It is our wish thattheir advantages be brought to every parish, and- thai)Catholics who join a 'benefit society should join onlviolio of those established under Catholic auspices.In conclusion, Dearly Beloved Brethren we repeatto you the words of the Apostle :

'
Watch ye " standfast, in the faith, do manfully and be strengthened.

Let all your things be done in charity' (I. Cor 1613). Wo exftotrt you to renew your cottfidiancein. th«promisca of God to His Holy Church, rememberingthat your trust is founded on Him Who said " '
Haveconfidence, Ihave overcome the world '

(St. John 16'33). Keep before you constantly the Divine ideal <t<!re-establish all Ming's an Christ '
(Epn. 1, 10') wWohSt. Paul set b-efore the first Christians, and 'our 'HolyHate Pope Pms X. has chosen as the ideal of him-selt ain'd of all Christians in those days. To this endtoe renewed in the spirit of your mind; and put'onthe now man, who according to God is created in jus-tice and holiness of truth' (E'ph. 4, 25). Make sureof (lie one thing necessary, your eternal salvation by,the devout and persevering exercise of prayer thefretq.uejntaiion of the Holy Sacraments, and the faith-ful discharge of the duties of your state of life,Kealise, how you bear in your daily lives the honorof the Christian name, and how much the conversionof tihose that are without depends on the edificationthey shall receive from you. Let the light of your,taith *so shine before men, itfoat they may see yourgood works, awl glorify your Father, Who is inHea-ven

'
(St. Matt. 5, 16). But, as it was the charity

witon which they loved one another attracted theadmirationof those outside the Church for the faith-iul of the Apostolic age, so also may you best expectto re-establish in Christ those who are now withoutHim, (by emulating amongst yourselves the Heaven-born charity of the early Christians, 'Let all yourthings be 'djomo in charity.'
During these days ot our Council we have hadthe privilege of 'assisting at the solemn dedication of

The Noble Cathedral
which fe/ithful hands have reared in the Hotter Seeof Australasia to the honor of Almighty God, underthe invocation of Our Lord's Immaculate Mother Theoccasion is a fitting one to renew the 'homage to theawgusti Queen! of Heaven, which the Fathers 'of thefirst Oouoicil of. the Australian Province in 1844 de-creed in choosing as Patroness of Australia OuiBles-sed Lady, Help .of Christians. We can wish youDearly Beloved Brethren, no greater blessing than tohope that you may ever keep yourselves umder the
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