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entire fabric of society., Those, on the other hand,
who eim at the full realisation of the ideal Chris-
tian family, will look on marriage with the eyes of
Christ apd His Church, and they will run no risks
of mob securing their own unifed and enduring peace,
amnd the tmue welfare of the ofispring that God may
send them. Instead of rushing blindly nto a life-union
through the instinct of a thoughtless passion, they
will well consider the choice thai may help them to
make 2 unfon of minds and hearts, to lead a united
life in this life ap a preparation for an eleinal wnion
in Heawven,

The Catholic who wishes to establish a  home
such as we contemplate, will make it a chief point
in his choice that his life-partner share his faith. For-
bidden to him will be those unions, wnforiunately fre-
gquent among us in Australia, where the inicrests of
Faith are set astde for sordid interests or  worldly
advantage ; in which those whom God’s ordinance has
joined together cannot worship at the same altar,
nor unite with their children in praying to  their
Father in Heaven. His aim should be to create in
his home a sanctuary of domestic peace and Christian
virtue, notl g school of indifieremtism and  worldliness,
His idea of the imauguration of married life agrees
with Tertullian’s who said, seventeen hundred years ago:
‘Who can express the happiness of that marriage
which the Church approves, which the Sacrifice (the
Mass) confirms, andl which Dlessing seals ; angels an-
mounce it, and the Yather ratifies 7 (*ad uxorem lih. 2
cap. ult'), We would impress on the minds of beth
clergy and laity the necessity of leavimg nothing un-
done b0, enhance

The Sanctily of Marrlage.

The places where it cannot be, as it should be, cele-
brated with the Nuptial Mass, are now very few in

'Australia. We beg of the clergy to be instant in
missions and parochial instructions, #n setting ‘before
the people the high ideals of the Church on  mar-

riage, and the beauty of them. Once the people be-
come familjar with them, the blot on our Catholicity
of mixed wmarriages will soon be removed, and fhese
undesirable uniens will be thowght of by such only as
are Catholics merely in name.

Parents who realise the responsibilily that God
has placed upon them will carefuliy atiend fo every-
ihing that aflects their children’s walfare  Having
procured without delay thesr child’s rebirth m the
saving wabers of Baplism, they will so arrange that
everything arownd i{heir child shell tend to develop
the growth of faith and piety in its heart and mind,
and thet overy noxious influence shall he remowved.
Every mwother should te ahle 1o say what  Queen
Blanche used te say 1o her infant son, afterwards
Louis the Ninth, King of France, apd canonised saint :
*1 love you, my dear son, with all ilhe tenderness a
mother is capable of, bul 1 would infinitely rTather
see vou fall down dead at my {eet than that you
should ever commit & mortal sin.” A mother who can
say this to her child  will 11ain its earliest thoughts
and words to God in praver, and she will herself be-
gin thiose simple lessons ¢f Chrisiiar {ruth on which
a sinless life is based.

Some parents scem disposed to neglect altogether
the duty of teaching, especially when their children are
old enomgh to go to schoel. In doing so they nep-
lect a thing of much value, beth to their children and
themselves. Children will certainly {think more of what
they kmow their parenis appreciate, and parents them-
selves will sometimes profit by rehearsimg the Christian
Doctring, while the proper relations between hoth of
respect and submission must he enhanced by the prac-
tice. Ib almost goes  without ‘'saying that Catholie
parents ‘worthy of the name will send their children to

A Catholic School,
will indeed regard it as one of the blessings of a
good Providence that they have the oppertunity of

doing so; =and if, for any reason  they are obliged
to commit them to the care of a non-Cathohe school,

they will redouble theiv zeal  in providing for the
children’s instruetion in relgious knowledeme, and  in
caring for their regularity in the observance of reli-

gious dulies The few  who stand apart from  the
Chureh and from the vast maiotily of Catholies mm this
matter surely come under the ecensure of SU TPanl. when
he sald, * But i anv man have not care of his own,
and especially of those of his house, he hath  doenied
the faith, apd is worse than an nfidel * (T Tum &,
8).

) Tn the estimation of a Catholic parent the days
of his child’s First Communion and Confirination
should be joyous davs of no orvdinary kind, as overy-
thing should be done, not only to increase the sacred

solemmity of those events, but what is of more conse-
quence, to secure ihe proper dispositions in the child
itsell, for drawing from them the graces they can so
plentifully bestow.

1f parents have often to complain of the wayward-
ness of childrem, awd of {heir want of respeet and
obedience, 11 is to be feared that wvery often the
cause ig in the parents themselves. The Holy Spirit
says in Feolesiasticus (30, 8), ° A horse not broken
becometh stubborn ; and a clnld leit to himsell be-
comoth headsirong ' Teo train dumb animals (people
realise the necessity of discipline and of the exercise
of audhority ; but many parents seem to think that
children will grow up as they ought without the one
or the wother. Than thiz parents can make no
greater mistake; and it is a mistake leading to the
most serious results. 1t is one that, must bebrought
home to all concerned, if we are to lessen the re-
proach to our holy religion, cast by the, considerable
number of those who in  the early days of manhiood
and womanhood go aside from the path that

Religion Clearly Marks Out for Them.

Parents do mot, as & rule, need admonition in the
matier of arranging for their children’s life-calling ;
and Australian Catholic paremts have. generally shown,
both by their demand for a superior class of secular
instruction, amd by the froguent sacrifices they make to
give their children the best preparalion they can for
life, thiat they are not wanting in the lawdable am-
bition of seeing their children taking the highest pla-
ces ip the life of the pation. Sometimes, indeed, this
generally praiseworthy desire of promoting their chil-
dren’s worldly status is the occasion of the children's
[ailure ; and instances are mot wanting where those
who have been prepared for a professiomal career, but
have mot shown the necessary aplitude or industry,
becorae failures, while they would probably have suc-
ceeded as tradesmen or mechanics. All paremts who
hiay not propare their childrem for the higher walks of
hie should, if possible, provide them with some useful
trade. The old prejudice against trades, is mow wis-
appearing.

Catholic parents who love their Faith will enter-
tain the hope of meeing some of their children called
to the special service of God in the ecclesiastical or
religiows state; and when the signs of & divine voca-
tion begin o appoar, such parents will do everything
they can to forward their child’s design and provide
for the cxecution of it. As the world has lately
witnessed, the clerical state in the Catholic Chureh,
even in its highest grades,is closed t0 no walk of
life , bui it is to be feared that mamy a young soul
which has felt ihe call to lhigher 1ibings has, through
the worldliness of its home surroundings, been thwar-
tedd im its high aspirations. Is not this reflection a

sufficiont reason in itsell for making Catholic homes,
be they high or low in the world’s view, places
where God's blessing may dwell, and where the call

to follow Ilim may be heard amd dutifully obeyed.?

Not less care should be exercised by parenbs in
regard 1o those of their children whose call is to be
seitled in lfe In the married state. Instead of leav-
ing their growing-up sons and daughters «to form
therr ideas of life and e way to settle in it from
the fregueent unfortunatie nstances occurring in the
world around them, wise parents will,. with prudence
and tactiulness, let their children know what is the
right thing to do; and they will encougage them to
take the occasion that may ofler of a useful and
honorable settiement.

Influence of Parental Example

We have dwelt on some of ithe points that par-
ents should -attend to in order to’'carry out the high
wea! of the Catholic home; there are other points
no loss necessary, referring to the things which, in
this comnection, should most carefully be avoided.

If childdren’s minds and hearts are readily imoul-
ded to duty and virtue, they are unfortunately also
most  susceptihle to the opposite impressioms. They
receive in Baptism the divine virtue of Faith, which,
hka a fruitful wseed, will cause 1o germinate in their
maocent  souls the heautiful flowers of every Christian

virbue | but they also bear within them as a sad in-
herifanece the effects of original sin, whick make chem
prane to ignoramee and vice. Inm the formation  of

their halbuts, the example of those around them has an

influenee guite singular and more powerful than  any-
ihing  else; and hence the importance of giving
them good example, The obligation lying on pareiis
of wot giving had example to their young childﬁ:
12 of the strictest nature; and those who fail in tWs
matter should reflect on the awful warning of Our
Lord, Who said of all who cause children to sin:



