
the readers of the penny papers that few of them hay«
time to read anything besides their newspaper. It Isthen a, matter of much consequence that correct newsconcerning religious affairs should be found in thepress. There can be no question that, in respect ofit's treatment of things Catholic, the action and toneof the secular press has undergone a vast improver
ment of late years. But it is also true that(thereyet
remains much to be changed before we shall foe satisfied'that our religious doings receive the attention they
are entitled to as affairs interesting to a large sectionof Ib/> p)uMic, and that we are dealt with in a perfect-ly imjpartial spirit.

Inbringing about this desirable condition much canbe done by the Catholic laity, especially those in a
position to influence ic-urnalistic management. If lay-men whor are so circumstanced kept themselves well fc»touch with journalists, and sibowed an anxiety for theequitable presentment of Church matters, the Catholiccause would profit considerably. Towards that sectionof the press which is Catholic in purpose and in man-agement, all Catholics owe

A Duty of Support and Encouragement.
The publication of a newspaper is^ an undertaking, ofno small) responsibility and expense; and its successdefends entirely on the help provided by its readers.It is to ha feared that many of our people do not real-ise their responsibility in this matter. They do 'nottake the interest they should take in the welfare olthe Church ; and so they are content with the smallcuan'tity, of news about the Chiurch they get in 'thesecular papers. This is not as it should be. Thosewhocan afford to subscribe to a Catholic paper shoulddo so. Some indeed are so heedless in this matter, a9to spend their money in the support of periodicals thatare positively hostile to religion, and a danger toChristian imiorality ; and they seem to think it noharm
to ib'rin'g into their homes, and under the eyes oftheir youjng children, pages that must plant in unsus-pecting minds the seeds of indifference to the truthof -Oat'ho'lic faith and to the sanctityof Christian vir-tue. Such carelessness is criminal; amd would readily
be condemned as such,'if it were questionof theadulter-ation of tJhe bodily food of their children. But,sinceit is ai tyuQsti'o-n of poisoning the mind instead1 of thebody, they are so "blind to the spiritual welfare as notto sco the harm for which they are responsible.

Cathode Home Life
As a meainai of 'building up the Kingdom of Godand. of realising tjhe highest aimsof the OatflwlicChurch, tihere is nothing of more value and efficacy thantho influence of home life. So potent indeed is the

influence of a badly-conducted home on children that,
not all the zcatof pastors,nor all the efforts of teachers'can withstand it , and both priests and teacher areoften
saddened to bee their labors made fruitless by the evileffects of a child's home.

On tho other h.wd, the good Christian home isthe natural seminary of virtue and knowledge; am-d in
its inflrence !s superior to any school whatever. The
truth just stated contains a principle, that is at the
\ery root of the Chlurch's action in the domainof edu-cation, <a pii-vcipie which should be well understood
?.n>\ acted upon by every Catholic parent. The home
is the child s first school , its mother is its firstieaeher; and first impressions last the longest.

Then, e\en after tho days of infancy are over, .theinfluence! of homo is more potent in a child's training
than any Oliver, because it is more pervading andmore 'uuHv/dual, and, being conducted rather by example
than: by precept, it is more telling. For the grown-
up members of the family, too, the home means a
groat deal. How much of the sin and misery oj theworld isldue to unfortunate domestic conditions, and
how miudh virtue and happiness proceed from well-
ordered homes, we can hardly realise. Now, in theideal home, which at the same time owes its exist-
ence to Christianity and is one of its most exquisite
rroduct'S, while perfection arises from the excellence of
all its parts, there is no question that the chief roleis thiat Of the mother. Here is woman's placeof pro-
per pride and useful power ; this is the domainof her
ngilut>s, and the field of her blessednesis.

Marriage
Tho fo'i-idation and starting point of the Christian

home is the Christian marriage— thiat ivaion of hearts
and lmeis which God instituted in Eden, and which
the Redeemer of our fallen race restored to its orig-inal design, and raised to the dignity of one of His
se\en Sacraments. Where the doctrine of Christ onmarriage, asf interpreted arid defended by His Qhurcih,
is not held, not only is tttie ideal Christian family
out of question, but the gravest dangers threaten the

JThgreday, October 12, 1905 JffßW ZEALAND TABLED
So wroteanadmirer. The recently published biography

.of Mr. Spuxr contains' some useful hints given to be-gitiners by the gifted entertainer—hints which we comj-mend in. a very special way to organisers of Catholic
entertainments who are tempted to permit the singingof certain rough or suggesti\e

'
comic '

songs, or the
whoops and jerks and spasms of the epileptic' baboon
who poses as a

'stage Irishman.1 Mr. Spurr applied
the lash to the miscalled '

artists '
who

'
make whatwo call "

big money
"

by singing songs and giving
sketches ihat aie bimply poisonous and are a disgrace
to our common nature.' fie hold that the public really'doesn't ask for "brainless buffoonery or doubl' entendre.'

''I started out some seventeen years ago,' said he,
addressing a group of budding ' artists,' ' to entertain
the puWic, with one fixed conviction— thiatIwouldgiv.a
the world; of my "best and esohew all evil methods, if
Idied in ai ditch— -andIhave not yet died ina ditoh !
To such as essay to -win the public favor by ques-
tionable means, I would say : «"" Think twice beforeyou (put an impure thought into a puremind." Don't
sniff pollution; lift your eyes and see all the pure,
good hunnor of which this world is full, and try'to re^
produce it tor the 'benefit of that world (and your-
self incidentally, of course) ; give them a good laugh
at a good tiling; lift the pall of gloom and depres-
sion under which suffering mankind is so often foundlying* if only for a few moments, ami whether whatyoa d)o be called

"
art " or not, and whether you

receive £100 a week for your effortsor ahumble fiver,
you will have the satisfaction of knowing that you
have htomestly earned what you receive, and by pure
and conscientious effort have added to the gaiety ofthe nation without sullying its purity or insulting its
intelligence.'

This extract deserves to be framed and h/ung up inevery greenroom in the country.

GREAT QUESTIONS OF THE DAY
THE AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL'S

PASTORAL LETTfcR

(ConJaded from Last Week.)

Catholic Truth Society
A great deal has been done in this direction bythe OaUiohc Truth Societies already established inEngland, Ireland, America, and, last of all, in Aus-tralia; and to the strengthening and spread of thismost useful and necessary work we would nwite theattention of all whom we address, and bespeak theirassistance 'for it. Australia's population is n<ot denseenough to make the Catholic Truth Society's work suc-ceed without encouragement and help from the leadersof the Cat'hohc peo-plc ; but we have no doubt thatwith si-ch assistance it will be well established " andwe earnestly incite the co-operation of all loner's ofCatholic truth, especially the clergy and leading mem-bers of the laity, in a work which the needs of ourtimes have made one of the first importance. Littleif any, sacrifice would be required to obtain ten thou-sand members of tflic Catholic Truth Society from: themil ion Catholics of AustiaMa, each paying an annualsubscription of five shillings If eveiy parish provi-

ded one subscriber for e\orv 'hundred of its people theSociety would have over ten thousand members, and anamrnal income of more than two thousand pounds todevote to its noble purpose.
Parochial Llfrraries

Another means of checking the influence of bad liter-ature, and also of spreading
'

the blessings to be de-rived from giood reading, is the parish library. Theestablishment, and maintenance of a library in everyparish' w.aS most urgently recommended to all pastorsbythe Bishops in the Second Plenary Council, and wewould again exihoort all to awaken their zeal in effec-tively promoting this most useful work.
The Press

I- *
The help to religion that we may expect from thenewspaper press is no small one 5n these days of übi-quitous journalism. So many things are provided to
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