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Bo wrote an admirer. The recently published biography
.of Mr. Spurr contains some useful hints given to be
ginners by the gifted entertainer—hints which we comr
mend in a very special way to organisers of Catholic
entertainments who are tempted to permilt the singing
of cortain rough or suggestive * comic’ songs, or the
whoops and jerks and spasms of the epileptic  baboon
who poses as  a ‘ stage Irishman.' Mr, Spurr  applied
the lash to the miscalled ¢ artists ' who ‘ make what
wo call  “ big money ' by singing songs and giving
sketches atl aie sinply pusonous and are a disgrace
ta our common nature.’ He held that the public really
‘«doesn’t ask for brainless buffoonery or doubl’ entendre.’
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"I started out some seventeen years ago,’ said he,
addressing a group of budding * artisis,” ¢ to enbertain
the public, with one fixed conviction—that I would giva
the world of my best and cschew all evil methods, if
I died in a ditch—and I have not yet died in a ditch !
To such as essay fo win the public faver by ques-
tionable means, I would say : * Think twice before
you pub an impure thought into a pure mind.” Don’t
suiff pollution ; lift your eyes and see all the pure,
Bood humor of which this world is full, amd try‘to re-
produce 1t tor the heneit of that world (and your-
self 1newlentally, of course) ; give them a good laveb
at a good thing ; It the pall of gloom and depres-
sion under which suffering mankind is so often fownd
Iving, if only for a few monients, amd whether what
yo. do be called “ art ” or mnot, amd whether you
receive £100 a week for your efiorts or o humble fiver,
you will have the salisfaction of knowing that vou
have homestly earned whaf vyou receive, and by  pure
and conscientious coffort have added to the gaioty  of
the mation withou® sullying 1ts purity or insulting ity
intelligence,*

This extract deserves to de framed and kung up in
every greonropnn in the country,

GREAT QUESTIONS OF THE DAY

————

THE AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL'S
PASTORAL LETT:R

(Conluded from Lust Week,)

Catholic Truth Society

A groat deal has been dome in this direction by
the Oatholic Truth Societies already established  1n
Englamd, Ircland!, America, and, last of all, in  Aus-
tralia ; aml lo the strengbhening and spread of  this
most useful and necessary worh we would invite the
atlention of all whom we address, and bespeak their
asagtance for 1t Austraba’s populalion s nol  dense
enough 1o make the Catholic Truth Society’s work suc-
ceed withoet cocouragement and help from (e leaders
of thc Cathole people; bul we Bave no doubl Lhab
wtth svch assistance 1t will be well established ; and
we earnestly invile the co-operation of all lovers of
Catholie  truth, especially the clergy and [eading mem-
bers of the laity, in a work which the meeds of our
times have made one of the first importance. Little,
if any, sacriffice would be required 1o olbiain ten thow
sanil members of the Cathelic Truih Socicly ifrom the
mu fon Catkolies of Austiaba, each paying an annual
subscription of ftve shillines It every  parish provi-
ded one subscriser for everv hundred of ils people, the
Sociely would have over 1en thousand members, and an
angual imcome of more than twe thousamnd pounds to
devobe to ils noble purpose.

Parochiai Lihraries

Another means of ohecking the influence of bad liter-
ature, and also of spreadmg  the blessings to be de-
tived from goed readhing, is the parish library. The
establishmenl and maintrnance of g library in cvery
parish was most urgently recommended to all pastors by
the Bishops in the Second Plenary Counmctl, and we
would again exhort all to awaken their zeal in effec-
tively promoting this most useful work.

The Press

[ The melp to refigion that we may expeet from the
nowspaper press is no small one in these days of whi-
quitous journalism. So many things are provided to

the readers of the penny papers that few of them hava
time to read anyihing besides their newspaper. Ii Is
then & matbter pf much consequence that correct news
conceming religious afiairs should be found in  the
press, There can be no question that, in respect of
115 treatment of things Catholie, the action amd  tone
of the secular press has wndergone a vast improve~
mwent of late yvears. But it is also frue that;there yot
remains much to be changed before we shall be satisfied
that our religious doings receive the abtention they
are entitled to as aflairs interesting to a large section
of th~ public, and that we are dealt with 5n a perfect-
ly imjpariial spirit.

In bringing about this desirable comdition much can
be dome by the Catholic laity, especially those in a
position to influence journalistic management. If lay-
mon who are so circumstapced hept themselves well o
louch with journalists, and showed an anxiety for the
equitable preseniment of Church matters, the Catholie
cawse would profit comsiderably. Towards that section
of the press which is Catholic in purpose and in man-
agement, all Catholics owe

A Duty of Support and Encouragement.

The publication of a newspaper iz an undertaking of
no small responsibility and espense ; and its sSuccess
de;ends entirely on the help provided by its readers.
It is to ba feared that many of our people do not real-
ise their responsibility in tns matter. They do ‘not
take the interest they should take in the welfare of
the Church; and so they are content with the small
Gantity of news about the Chureh thev pget in “the
secular papers., This 1is mot as it should be. Those
who can afford to subscribe to a Catholic paper should
do so. Some indeed are so heedless in this matter, ag
to spend their money in the support of periodicals that
are positively hostlle to religion, and a danger to
Christian morality ; and they seem to think it no harm
to Wring into their homes, amd under the eyes of
their young children, pages that must plant in wunsus-
pecling minds the seeds of dindifierence to the fruth
of Catholic faith and to the sanctity of Christtan vir-
tue. Such carelessness is criminal ; and would roadily
be comdemned as such,'if it were guestion ol the adulter-
ation of the bodily food of their children. But, since
it is a Wuestion of poisoning the mind instead of Xhe
body, they are so blind to the spiritual welfare as not
to see the harm for which they are responsible.

Catholic Home Life

As a meand of uilding wp the Kingdom o! God
and of realisiny the highest aims of the Catbolic
Church, there is nothing of more value and efficacy than
tho influence of home life. So potent mdeed is the
influence of a badly-conducted home on  children that,
not all the venkiof pastors, nor all {he efforts of teachers
can withsland it , and hoth priests and teacher are often

saddenedl bo see their labors made fruitless by the evil
cffects of a child’s home. .
On the other hand, the good Christian home is

the natural scminary of virtue and knowledge ; and in
1ts inflvence 15 superior to any school whatever. The
truth just stated contains a principle, that is at the
ety root of {he Church's action in the domajn of edu-
calion, & miveple which should e well  understood
sk acted wrom by every Catholic parent. The home
is ke child s firsh school , 16s mother is its  first
feacher ; amd first impressions last ihe longest.

Then, even after the days of infaney are over,  the
influenca of home is more potent fn a child’s trainimg
than anv  o'her, because it 18 more pervading  and
maore wividueal, and, being conducted rather by example
than by precept, it is more  telling. For the grown-
up members of the family, too, the home means a
great «eal. How mouch of the sin and misery of the
world id idue to unfortunate domestic conditjons, and
how mudh virtue and happiness proceed from  well-
ordered liomes, we can hardly realise. Now, in  the
ideal home, which at ihe same time owes its exist-
ence to Christianity  and is one of its most exguisite
rroducts, while perfection arises from the excellemce of
all 1ts parts, there is no question that the chief role
is that of (he mother. ¥ere is woman’s place of pro-
per pride and useful power ; this is the domain of her
rights, and the field of her blessedness.

Marriage

The {ortwlation end starting point of the Christian
home is the Christian marriage—that anjon of hearts
and Inves which God  instituted in Fden, and which
the Redeemer of our fallen race restored to its orig-
inal design, and ralsed 1o the dignity of one of His
seien Speraments. Where the docirine of Christ om
marriage, av interpreted and defended by His Church,
is not held, not onlv is the ideal ristian family
otl of guestion, but the gravest dangers threaten the
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