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LEOQ XIlL, Pope.

Current Topics

Bible«in-Schools

The Catholic Hierarchy ©of New Zealand have rea-
sob to be gratified with the doep and widespread im-
pression that was ereated by their two promounce-
ments on the scheme for converting our State schools
into comventicles for the propaghmda of a spineless
Unitarianism. One current evidence o! the weight of
logical metal put by their Lordships into these two
convincing documents is furnished by the number of
candidates for Parliamentary honors all over the coun-
try that have declared themselves hostile to the sec-
tarign scheme evolved by the Dible-in-schocls  party,
One or two of those who are now wooing the coy
electors seemn to think that * the Lord’s Prayer and the
Ten Commandments' would be a sufficient * pinch’
of spiritual salt to gve a proper religious flavor to
aur present  Seocularist  system of public instruction.
The goud men mean, presumably, the uswal Protestant
division of the Ten Commandments, and the ircorrect
version of the Lord's Prayer that has hecome bone ol
the hone and flesh ot the flesh of Protestant  public
and private devolron.
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Some theorists across the Pacific have tested this
idea and found, fo their aslonishment, that it pets the
gottlement of the educatiom dificully * no forrader’
Four ycars ago #in 1901) the Cleveland (Ohie) School
Board lacked the law aside and tinctured the endowed
Secularism of their system with the daily recitation
of the Lord's Prayer and the Ten Commandments.
They were as confident as are some of our  well-
meaning candidates thal this irreducible minimum of
religion would settle the difficulty once and for ever.
But their hopes were suddenly blighted as by the
withering wind that once on a time came up from
the sea, chilling and killing the beautiful Annabel
Lee. * Catholics,” said the ° Pilot’ at the time, ‘will
not wgree to the Protestant addition to the Lord's
Prayer nor the Protesiant division of the Ten Com-
mandments , and the Jews have held a moetimz 1o
protest aldainst the whole afiair.” It is just as well
that candidates should once for all understand that
Catholics wall ener protest against the introduction of
any Protestant version of the Bible, or any lesson book
or relimous exercises drawn thereirom, into the work-
ing hours of our public schools. And 1 o most espe-
cial way will Cathotics oppose the introductidn  of
g0 erroneous a version as the Bible of King James,
which is packed with false {ramslations, a great

many of which (discarded in the Revised Version) wers
inserted in order to justify sundry Protestant teack-
ings and Yo oppose the temets of the Ancient Faith,

Long ago ihe Prowestant theologian Werenfels wrote
his famous distich r—

' Hie liber est in quoquaerit sua dogmata wuisque ;
Invenit et pariter degmata quisque sua.' -

Which has heen well translated as follows':—

¢ Within one Book each seeks to read

The tenets of his private creed.

And, strange to tell, each reads 9o well,

The sclfsame words all doctrines spell.’
The Bible is the Dook mm which every sect * seeks to
read  the tenets of its private creed.' No explana-
tion of its contamls—even as lterature—is  possible
without entering upon the domain of religion. Nor
can it e * taught’ to ehtdren by any instructor,
however weil-meaning, without the comscious or un-
conscious bias.

Questions for Candidates

The Bible-in-schools party are just mow busy prod-
ding Parliamentary candidates with sundry sharp-pointed
questions. This is one of the little games in which
two parties can take a hand. In reply 1o many
quanes from varipus parts of New Zealand, we venture
o suggest the following questions to candidates whose
attitvde  towards the cectarianising of  the public
schwols has not yet been declared, or, il declared, is
net ag clear or as satisfactory as might he desired :—

1. Do you approve of the broad lines of the
scheme adopled by the Bible-in-schools  Referendum
League—namely, to intreduce into the State, sechools of
New Zealand, as part of 1he school eurriculum, a
course of lessons drawn up by = Protestant Commit-
tee from the Protestant Authorised Version of the
Bible ?

2. Do vou, specifically, approve of the following
further planis in the scheme of the Bible-in-schools Re-
frrendum League—namely (—

{a) The propesal to compel Catholies and
other comsciemtfious ohjeCtors — with  the alter-
native of distraint o¢f goods, imprisonment,
or olher legal penalty — to pay  taxes

for the teaching, by State officials, of the aloresaid
lessons from the Protestant Authorised Versiom of
the Bible?

{h) The proposal to legalise the introduction,
into {ke State schools, of a religious test—namely
a conscience ciause—for pupils amd teachers *



