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cially those who conduct the higher educational estab-
lishments, the necessity of taking every care that
those whom they prepare to be leaders in our social
life shall not be compelled by their ignoramce of the
Church's glorious history to so demean bhemselves as
if the popular errors regarding the Church were {rue,
or as if it were no business of theirs 0 vindicate be-
fore the world ber rights and her hopor. We like-
wise commend o the parochial clergy the establish-
ment and encouragement of literary socielies, especial-
ly in populous centres ; and we request the  clergy
1o make it a point of duly to assist in making these
pacieties the means of propagating among our young
men a sound historical knowledge of our holy reli-
gion,
The Catholic Church and the Bibie

In the domain of thought also, the Church has had
to sustain @ flerce conflict, and she has bheen enabled 1o
come forth unseathed. From the days of Voltaire anud
the Encyclopaedisis, at the end of the eighteenlh ecen-
tury, the opposition of what is known as ' modern
thought ' and of popular literatlure to Christianity and
ta God has been very acute. Awnd, owing to the greai
spread among the muliitudes of the abilrty to read and
the ready zeal of the Chureh's enemics to supply
cheap reading matter, great havoc has heen wrouht,
with the faith of Christians, especiallytoutside the Cath-
olic Church. Then the triumphs of scienfific discover-
ies in the cdomain of physics aml chemisiry, and their
application to the daily needs of life, have given 1o
physical scicnce an undue influence with the nyultitude,
an influence which some of the leading teachers of that
science have not hesitated ©o use to the destruction of
the Christian Faith. But in this conflict also we have
alregdy entered on a period of comparative triumph for
the Church ; and camest men of every class are  com-
ing to roalise 1hat in philosophy, seienee, and olher de-
partments of human knowledge

f Our litle systems have {heir day,
They have their day, and cease to he.’

But when the deluge of opinions subsides there is al-
ways found one institution which, instead of bheing en-
gulphed by the waves, is carried on their surface, and
borne t0 a higher plane than il has previously occu-
pied.  That institution is the Catholie Church, fitly
typified by the Ark of Noe, in  which the only survi-
wvors  of humankind  were saved from the deluge of
waters.

In the Revolt of Modern Rationalism

against wogmatic revealed religion, the fiercest atlack
of the enemies has been agamsd the Bible, which they
would fain deprive of 11s sacied character and  {radgi-
tional honor among Christisns by contending ihat it
hears in ilself the proofs of human falliInty,  and
cannot, therefore, he awepted as the Word of God
Ihis well hrown thav the scction of Chuistianity
called Protestants has made the Iable the full  ang
sole rule of ity behel, and thus, if 1he contention of
rationalism were well fTounded, Chrisiianity, as renre-
sented by Protestantism, would he doomed to pass into
the region of false and abandoned systoms. And, n-
deed, every serious studenl must be filled with grave
misgiving  for the future of Progestamtism as a  reli-
gious system when he finds the authorised mapisters in
ro small number  adopting the views of Ratwonalisis
oh the Bible.
For the {atholic, on the# other hpywd, there is no
such fear., ‘The depository of his dogmas and the rolp
of hia helief is not the sacred text of Scrplure, but
a living sociely—a society comstituted belove one P46
of the New Testament was written, and purded  in
every moment of its existence hy ihe same lloly Spirit
who inspired both prophets and evangelists. The Catth-
olic fs equally certain that the Church which ieaches
him, and the Bible whick that Chureh mnterpreis  for
him, are Pbeth infallible, becanse both proceed from

Tho Same Spirit of Truth.
But, as o written code of laws would be insufficient to
direct human conduct without living judges {¢  inter-
pret it, so can the Bible he rezarded as an infallible
guide omly sa far as it is presented and inferpreted by
living men, who have heen commissionedl by 1ts Author
to teach its lessoms 1o mankind.  The Catholic, there-
fore, believes 1he infallibily of the Bible, breause he
believes the inlallindity of 1he Church: ami  he is
not disturbed by the opnosition of Rationalism,  he-
cause he knows that vteason, man’s most (od-like nat-
ural ‘endowment, when nightly used, cannot contradict
Revelation, which is the supermatural  light of  Cod’s
spiril shiowing man his bigh origin and his exalted
destiny. The Catholic wi 1he present dav has, more.
over, the confidence inspired by the success wiih which
the Church has defended the teachings of the Bihle

through nineteen centuries against every form of attack
that humamw reason, often impelled by depraved human
passions, could devise. And so, even by the test of
success, be judges the Bible still worthy of his trust
and reverence as 'the 'written code of God's revelation,
Nor hag he the least doubt that the ever-living tribunal
which can adapt itself to the fresh circumstances that
may arise, will he as successful in the future as it
has been in the past in protecting and interpreting

God's Written Word

for tihe instruction and edification of man wnto life
eleinal.. While the Catholic, with a firm faith, ac-
cepts irom the Church the Bible, and the inberpreta-
tion of it, he does not ignore or belittle the value
of learned research into the records of the past, by
which the origin of the Sacted Writings, the imme-
diate purpose of their composition, and other similar
matlers, may be inguired into, On the cantrary, in
such studies the Chureh’s scholars have always Yeeh in
the fromt ranks of the learned ; and 1ihe Church autho-
rities have fostered amd promoted such research, amd
have never hesitated to acknowledge any corrections of
traditional views, when the sound and mature results of
study have shown these corrections to be neascnable,

And so it is today. One of the last and most im-
portant of the many golden Encyclicals of the late
glorious Poniiff, Leo X1II., was that entitled, * Provi-
dentissimus Deng,” in which that eminemt patron of
learming and wisdom reviewed the guestion of Biblical
study, amd tamght as a2 master the principles ihat
should regulade it. Im this letter the Pontiff, in his
‘ long-cherished desire to give an impulse to the noble
seience of Holy Scripture, and to impart o Scripture
study a direction sujtable to the needs of ihe present
dly,” exalls the impottance of these studies, and vin-
dicates to the -Church what is often deniad to her, the
clatmy ¢ that she has never failed in taking due mea-
sures to bring the Scriplures within reach wof her
chuldren, apd that she has ever held fast and exer-
cised profitably that eguardianship conferred on her by
Almighty God for the protection and glory of His
Holy Word.’ He directs situdents on various points
as to the proper manner of treating the study of the
Bible, amd of defending it apainst the attacks of mo-
dern criticism  and the supposed opposition of physical
science. A few months before his death the indefatig-
able Pontiff constituted a commission of Cardinals
and learmexl consultors, called the Commission of Bib-
lical Stedies. These he charged, not ouly to  defend
the Catholic faith regarding Holy Scripture, but also
10 keep themselves informed of all that is written on
the Bible, and mot to neglecl any of the special sour-
ces, such as philotogy, the Oriental lanpuages, and the
study of early mwnuscripls, from which light wmay be
gained in  this difficult matler. His present Holiness,.
Pope Pius X., has enlarged the scope of this Commis-
sion, and cmpowered it 1o grant degrees in Biblical
theology.

The Study of lhe Bible

by mon-Catholic Christians has not been conducted om
these hmes.  The non-Catholic Christnan, baving  cast
aside the authority of a living Church, must needs go
forth on the cocean of enguiry without the staying
power which fallible human reason needs in a voyage
so full of dificulty amd danger. 'Umstead of looking to
the Church which Jesus Christ established, as the de-
posifory and guardian of religious truth for all ages,
he must regard his own Church as a society of men
seehing after the iruth, which they have no guaran-
tee of ever finding, no test of recognising M per-
chance they should come across it in their searching.
Ther agaim, with many of them, though professing to
be believers and 1o ‘have divine faith, their gssent to
the iruths of faith is such as to produce rather opin-
ion than certitude. Having no divinely-appointed tea-
cher ‘'to look to, they take human reason as  their
supreme guide, and, studying the supernatural truths
of God by 1he light of mere mature, setting reason
above faith, their conclusions must needs be defective
amndd uncertain. Fvery dav is  ‘bringing about more
fully the undoing of the Christianily of such as these;’
and thewr right to the name of Christian is daily
daily growing less.  To-day they shock the pious
ears of Christians by calling in question the virginity
of the Most Holy Mother of (God—denying to this
most exalied of God’s creatures that privilege  which
she hersell hesitated to forego even for the dignity of
ithe Divine Maternity, and which the universal voice of
mankind bas recognised by calling her The Virgin., It
they still regard Jesus Christ as something more than n
mera mam, 4t does not reauire a mrophet's powers to
foretell that befare long they will also despoil Him of
Tlis claim on the reverence of men by denying His
Divinity,



