
through nineteen centuries against every form of attack
that human reason, often impelled by depraved human
passions, could devise. And so, even by the test of
success, h© judges the Bible still worthy of his trust
and reverence as the written code of God's revelation.Not ha# he the least doubt that the ever-living tribunal
which can adapt itself to the fresh circumstances thatmay arise, will be as successful in the future as it
has been in the past in protecting and interpreting

God'is Written Word
for the instruction and edification of man unto lifeeleinal.. While the Catholic, with a firm faithjt ac-
cepts from the Ohurch the Bible, and the interpreta-
tion of it,, he does not ignore oar belittle the Value
of learned research into the records of the past, by
which the origin of the Sacred Writings, the immae-diate purpose of their composition, and other similarmatters,may be inquired into. On the contrary, in
such studies the Churoh's scholars have .always beenin)
the front) ranks of the learned; and the Church autho-
rities have fostered and promoted such research, and
have never hesitated to acknowledge any correctionsof
traditional views, when the sound and mature results'of
study have shown these corrections to bereasonable.

And sa it is to-day. One of the last and.most im-
portant of the many golden Encyclicals of the late
glorious Pontiff, Leo XIII., was that entitled, 'Provi-
dentissimus Dens,' in which that eminent patron of
learning and wisdom reviewed the question of Biblical
study, and taught as a master the principles that
should regulate it. In this letter the Pontiff, inhis'

long-cherished desire to give an impulse to the noble
science of Holy Scripture, and to impart to Scripture
study a direction suitable to the needs of the present
dxy,' exalts the importance of these studies, and vin-
dicates to the Church what is often denied to her, theclaim,/ * that she has never failed in taking due mea-
sures to bring the Scriptures within reach of herchildren, and that she has ever held fast and exer-
cised profitably that guardianship conferred on her by
Almigtifty God for the protection and glory of His
Holy Word.' He directs students on various points
as to the proper manner of treating the study of theBible, and of defending it against the attacks of mo-
dern criticism and the supposed opposition of physical
science. A few months before his> death the indefatig-
able Pontiff constituted a commission of Cardinals
and learned consultors, called the Commission of Bib-
lical Studies. These he charged, not only to defend
tine Catholic faith regarding Holy Scripture, but also
to keep themselves informed of all that is written on
the Bible, and not to neglect any of the special sour-
ces, sucJh as philology, the Oriental languages, and the
study of early manuscripts, from which light may be
gained in this difficult matter. His present Holiness,.
Pope Pius X., has enlarged Ihe scope of this Commis-
sion, and empowered it to grant degrees in Biblical
'theology.

The Study of the Bible
by norn-Catholic Christians has not been conducted on
these lines. The non-Catholic Christian, having oast
aside the authority of a living Church, must needs go
forth on tine ocean of enquiry without the staying
power which fallible human reason needs in a voyage
so full Of difficulty and danger. Instead of looking to
the Church which Jesus Christ established, as the de-
pository and guardian of religious truth for allages,
he must regard his own Church as a society of men
seeking after the truth, which they have no guaran-
tee of ever finding, no test of recognising If per-
chance they should come across it in their searching.
Then again, with many of them, though professing to
be believers and to have divine faith, their assent to
the truths of faith is such as to produce rather opin-ion, than certitude. Having no divinely-appointed tea-
cher 'to look to, they take human reason as their
supreme guide, and, studying the supernatural truths
of God by the light of mere nature,, setting reasonabo\o faith, their conclusions must needs be defective
and uncertain. F very day is 'bringing about more
fully the undoing of the Christianity of such as these;'
and thoir right to the name of Christian is daily
daily growing less. To-day they shock the pious
eat si of Christians by calling in question the virginity
of the Most Holy Mother of God— denying to thi«
most exalted of God's creatures that privilege which
she herself hesitated to forego even for the dignity of
the Divine Maternity, and which the universal voiceof
mankind has recognised by calling her The Virgin. IT
they sitill regard Jesus Christ as something morethan a
mero man, it does not reouire a prophet's powers to
foretell thatbefore long they will also despoil Him of
His claim on the reverence of men by denying His
Divinity,
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CMfcUy those who conduct the higihetr educational estab-lishments,, the necessity of taking every care thatthose whom they prepare to be leaders in our sociallife shall not be compelled by their ignorance of the
Church's glorious history to so demean themselves asif the popular errors regarding the Church were true,or as if it wereno business of theirs to vindicate be-
fore the world her rights and her honor. We like-wise commend to the parochial clergy the establish-
ment and encouragement of literary socielios, especial-
ly in populous centres ; and we request the clergy
to make it a point of duty to assist in making thesesociet/ies the means of propagating among our young
men a sound historical knowledge of our holy reli-gion.

The Catholic Church and the Bible
In the domain of thought also, the Church has had

to sustain, a fierce conflict, and she lias been enabled to
come forth unscathed. From the 'days of Voltaireand
the Encyclopaedists, at tfae end of the eighteenth cen-
tury, the opposition of what is known as

'
modernthought ' and of popular literature to Christianity and

ta God has been very acute. Awl, owing to the great
spread among the multitudesof the ability to road and
the ready zeal of the Church's enemies to supplycheap reading matter, great havioc has been wrought
with the faith of Christians,especially«outside the Cath-
olic _ Church. Then the triumphs of scientific discover-ies in the domain of physics and chemistry, and theirapplication to the daily needs of life, have given to
physical science an undue influence with Ohe multitude,
an influence which some of the leading teachers of that
science have not hesitated to use to the destruction ofthe Christian Faith. But in this conflict also wehavealready entered on a periodof comparative triumph forthe Church ; and earnest men of every class are coin-ing to realise that in philosophy, science, ami other de-partments of human knowledge'

Our little systems have their day,
They have their day, and fceaso to toe.'

But wiben the deluge of opinions subsides there is al-ways found one institution winch, instead of being an-
guished by the waves, is carried on their surface, and
borne to a higher plane than it has previously occu-
pied. That institution is the Catholic Church, fitly
typified by the Ark of Noe, in which the only survi-vors of humankind were saved from the deluge ofwaters.

In the Revolt of Modern 'Rationalism
against dogmatic rcwoaled religion, the fiercest attack
Df the enemies has been agarnst the Bible, which they
would fain depme of its sacicd character and tradi-tional honor among Christians by contending that it■bears in itself the proofs of human fallibility, andcannot, therefore, bo accepted as the Word <>! (jod

It is well known that the section of Christianity
called Protestants has made live Bible the full andsolo rule of its beliei, and thus, if the contention ofrationalism were well founded, Christianity, as repre-
sented: t>y Protestantism, would 'be doomed to pass intothe region of false and abandoned systems*. And, in-deed, every serious student must be filled with g'ra\c
misgiving, for the future of Proves torntusm as a reli-
gious system whenhe finds the authorised ministers- inno smiall number adopting the views of Rationalistson the Bible.

For the Catholic, on thtf lot'her hp,firi, there is no
such fea/r. The depository of his dogmas and the ruleof hisl belief is not the sacred text of Scripture,biuta living- society— a society constituted before one 'page
of the 'New Testament was written, and guided inevery;moment of its existence by the same Holy Spirit
who inspired both prophets amd evangelists. The Cath-olic Is equally certain that the Church which teachesMm, and the Bible which that Church interprets forhim, 'are both infallible, because both proceed from

The. Same Spirit of Truth.
But, as a written code of laws would be insufficient to"direct human conduct without living judges to inter-
pret it, so can the Biblebo regarded 'as an infallibleguide only so tfar as 4t is presented an,d interpreted by
living men, who have been commissioned by its Au/thorto teach its lessons to mankind. The Catholic, there-fore, believes Ihe infallibility of the Bible, becamse he
believies the in fallibility of Ihe Church ; and he is
not disturbed by the opposition of Rationalism, he-cause he knows that reason, man's, most God-like nat-
ural Endowment, when rightly used, cannot contradictRevelation, which is t'lve supernatural light of God'sspirit showing man "his high origin and his exalteddestiny. The Catholic of the present day has, more-over, the confidence inspired <by the success with which
the Church has defended the teachings of the Bible
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