
of heir flock, and this for the simple reason that
she beliieves and knows "that on soich bringing up depends
their eternal salvation. Tine Olvurch in Australiahas
bi-en no exception to this rule, and from the very
beginning our Bishops have fnade primary education
one of the most indispensable works of religious or-
ganization. In Australia, as in many other teount-
tnes, owing to the State's unwillingness to assist
denominational schools, the Church has had to carry-
out her education programme without her just share
of the puiblic moneys spent on the instruction, of the
people. .She has thus been compelled to pay twice
O'\er fo<r 'her children's schooling ; and in keeping up a
si'ipaiale system in the face of an official and popu-
lar opposition almost amounting to hostility, Oatno-
lics ha\e had to suffer what really amounts to

A Civil Disability.
But they have acted thi»s for conscience' sake, ai*d the
results ha<ve fully justified them. They oan, in the
words of St. Paul, say: 'We 'have fought the goad
light, we have kept the faith

' ; and they may con-
fidently look forward to the crown of justice, at
least on the day of eternal retribution. The easy-
going 'neglect of" the spiritual interests of their chil-
dren, which characterises so many non-Catholics
amongst us, and their suspicion of 'the Ohurch's in-
tentions arc likely for the present to preclude from
the thoughts of Australian statesmen any change in
the actual systefns', but we are confident that one
day the cause of uistice shall triumph, and that the
giardians of the public welfare will lind it a good
and a necessary 'policy t>o assist in her educational
etlort an institution which devotes itself, as the Cath-
olic Church does, to the inculcation of the principles
of Chnstian morality. In tihe interests of our oouin-
try, we would wish that tifre inog,lect of Christian
tiaming for the children of a Christian people may
niot be carried so far as to exclude all hope of pre-
serving tiieir Christianity.

For the sonlv of our own children we hope, with
(Jod's hiessimg, to carry on the work of Catholic edu-
cation enen more energetically in the future; and on
this occasion we remind the clergy of the grave duty
of pastors to establish Catholic school's wherever they
can.' be maintained, to fioster them with diligence, and
to do everyt'himg possible to promal'e their efficiency.
The debt we owe to

The Religious Teaching Communities
on account < f the achievements of Catholic education
ks m 'gieaty one Without their zealous assistance t)he
suecvss acnidvol would have been impossible', and while
we 'are thankful to God's Providence for inspiring so
many of Australia's 'sons and daughters to enter the
lanks ot the religious communities, we exhoit them to
keep alvvavs befoie them the highest standard of ex-
ctHence, and not to be content with any lower. It
should enooinage our religious teachers to reflect that
their LUjois' are Aposiiolic m the strictest sense, because
they shale m ona< of the highest and m our day most
lavissaiv vsoiks ot the Apostolic ministiy— 'the teaching
oi lehgion

While spciknij, nf ediucation we deem it our duty
to niipitss on all who share with us in any way the
past nial burden the gieat linnoi tance of the study of
Catholic histoiv Jii our piimary schools we succeed
almnablv m teacluTO, the little ones the rudiments of
lue I-'inth The children who attend our schools learn
then Caiech'sni well , and, for the most part, they are
fully traimd in (he difiicult ai( of Christian living;
but can we (latter oui selves that their subsequent
cairns always fulfil the promise of their prime? Is
theie not much room Tor improvement in the Catholic
tone of many of our laity '> Here it is that the im-
poilance of a k'ii<ivv ledge of Catholic history makes it-
self filt \ mil ate oui schools, especially our higher
sitot/oK, 'doing all they ought to do in this matter?

It is ill duestion of the gravest import ; and on the
■n^vvei to it depends in a great measure the influence
that lehgion will have m regulating the lives of many
individuals, ,ni < since lally Iho influence that the Cath-
olh laity of the land is destined to exert, in promo-
ting

The Christianity of its People.
Our \omth show themselves most apt in conducting

useful societies for literary purposes ; but in these- so-
cietieM dc Ciev , by their choice of sunjects and by their
in.'ivier <vf ireatinu: ordinary topics, prove themselves to
be nlucilel Catholics'' If they do not, it is not be-
cause t'Mcir religion nnd history do not afford them the
material but because they have not been trained in
that' ni(st useful and necessary part of a Catholic edu-
cation We therefore deem it a most pressing duty to
urge on Ihe clergy and on our Catholic teachers, espe-

NEW ZEALAND TABLETThursday,October 5, 1905

GREAT QUESTIONS OF THE DAY

THE AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL'S
PASTORAL LETTfcK
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Man has a right to his 'family ; and Clod lia.s
protected his right by establishing the

Indissoluble Bout] >of Marriage,
and by forbidding in the Sixtih Commandment the
-\iolation. of that right The bond of niaiHa-ge when
it has been completely established between two Chris-
tians can be bioken "only by death. This fundamen-
tal piiinciple ot the Ihnstuaii family, and therefore
of Christian society, winch is made up of families,
has been tampered with in many countries by modern
civil legislation on "divorce, and is flatly 'denied by
those woukl-be social reformers whose paths would lie
over the ruin's of the present social order. It has
always bo-en the aim of the Catholic Church to
mambain amongst Christians this divinely appointed
prerogative of Uhristian marriage, which she 'Knows
well to be necessary for the -very existence of

'Chri-
stian society , ajnd, as history testifies, she has not
faltered in nor purpose, even when the tyrant's might
threuUmeU her destruction in his dominions. To the
modern Socialist, nisi as to the io>al libeitine, the
Church says with dmne authority: ''What :(lod has
joined together, let no man put asunder,' and we
warn you, dearly belo\ed brethren, to beware of any
doctrine which tends to abolish the bond of Christian
marriage -or to weaken its efficacy in maintaining, our
social order.

Man's right to hold as his own the goods of this
world is declared and protected by the Seventh Co-m-
mandlivent. Kvcu be-fore the finger of (rod wioto on
the tajbles of the law,

'
Thou shalt not steal,' man's

light to possess what the Creator made for his use
and (benefit was acknowledged aml respected. Mail's
individual tight, therefore, to possess property 'of his
own, a light he has from Nature itself, must not
be called in question. This truth, dearly beloved
brethren, contains a principle by which ( 'at holies must
l,e guided in considering systems that are propounded
for the amelioration of the condition of the laboring
classes. Vvo set it before you as a useful criterion
on which you may form your judgment It is not
our intention to 'treat eixivaust ively of a Mibvect
which Urn vvoild over is now oceupvmg the minds of
the thoughtful, aiud aiousing in many places the de-
sires of all true loveis of the welfare of Chnstian
sotlet \ . 1n that so< let y

labor lias Ever Had a Dignity
unknown to the woiKl before (iod became Inornate
in the S.HK'I Pelson of linn Who was known as
the Caipenlei oi \a/aieth, and, as we arc peifectly
certain, impossible apart fiom the religion lie has
lonnded and maintained His Chinch will nevei flown
on labor 01 on p(»verlv , but will e\ci enable both
to sanctih by viituc these < oiidii i>ns which llisPio-
vidence has m wi-doni peimancnt1\ maintains!

Nor will she d'scoutage men lrom using e\ ci v
law tul meat's of hetteiing rtlie condition of then
earthly eaicei, whether it lie mdiv ldually or collec-
tively, pro'V i led thai alvvavs tliev ohev Our Loid's
command, which was made with a ])iomise,

'Seek
ye first the Kiiiudom of Cod and IT is uislue, and all
ih se idinnus shall be added uirto von ' We conclude,
this/ su'bieet with Hie remark, that a,s to all such
schemes as have for their o-foiec 1 the s>et<tlement of
fie re iple on the land anil the amelioration of the
MH'ial condition of the laboring clas-scs, and as to
the State monopoly of such public c oiiv em encos, view-
ing them as fai as they may be attained consistent-
ly with existmat tigjhts whatever be then e<<noniu
e!Tic icnie\ , we do nut lcg.ird them as necessarily at
vatiance with the- principles of Cluistian morality

The Church and Public Education
Tn a deiiKM latir- community a nvinomv is some-

tune's the vieInn ot disabilities ot'iei than civ'i', or
oily dnectlv civil , and of Mich lniustue have we1o
comj,lam m

'

the matter of piovisun foi public edu-
cation The ('aljiolu Church is ton old and too ex-
perienced an institution to insist evervwhoie and al-
ways oin onv inenute urolving sat iidee and trouble
to hdr people, unless such mc\asnie is of \itnl im-
portance for the welfaie of souls and ">f society
\nw the Church throughout the vvoild insists omluu-
inp in her own can1 the education of Ihe (hildien
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