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GREAT QUESTIONS OF THE DAY

THE AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL’S
PASTORAL LETTuR

(Contrirued from Last Week,)

Man has a right to his family; aml God has
protected iy tighl by cstablishing the

Indissolubie Bond of Marriage,

and by forbidding in {ibe Sixth Commandment the
violatzon of that right Phe bond of watliape when
it has Deen completely established belween iwo Chris-
trans  can e Lroken only by death.  This fundamen-
tal principle ot the Christian family,  and  therefore
of Christian  society, which is made up of families,
has been tampered with i many countries by modern
civil legislation om «ivorce, and is flatly demed by
those would-be socigl reformers  whose paths would le
over ihe ruins of the present sccial order. It has
always been the aim of the Cathehe Church  to
mambain amongst Christians  this divinely appointed
prerogative of (thristian marriage, which she knows
well to be necessary for the very existence of*Chris-
lian spciely , and, as history testifies, she has not
faltered i her purpese, even when the tyrant’s mipht
threatened her destruction  in his  domsnlons.  To the
madern Soclalist, st as oo the 1oval Libertine, the
Church says wath  divine authonity @ ¢ What :God has
joined  together, let no man  put asunder,” and  we
warn you, dearly beloved brethien, to beware of any
doctrine whieh tends to abohish the bond of Christian
marriage -0r  to weahen s efficacy m maintaining our
souial  omder.

Man's rvight 1o hold as s own the goods of this
world s declared and protected by the Seventh Com-
mamdment.  ven befove the finger of {rodl wiolo oy
the fables of the law, ' Thoun shait mot steal.’ man’s
tight to possess what the Creator made for s use
and tenefil was achnowledged gnid  respocied. Man's
medndual nyght, iberefore, 10 possess propertyioef his
own, a tight he has from Natore itsell, must 6ot
be called o guestion, This truth, dearly beloved
hrethren, contamns a prineiple by which Catholies muwt
le puided 1 considermg systems that are propounded
for the amchoration of the condilion of the lahormg
classes. Wo set 1t before you as a uwseful criterion
on which vou may form vour gpwlgment It 15 7ol
pur intentlon 1o Areat  exhanstirvely  of  a et
which the world over 15 now  oceupying the minds of
the thooghiful, and atousing o manv  places the de-
sires, of all true Imvers  of the wellare of Chustian
societs s In that society

Labar Jlas Fhaer Had a Dlouty

unknown to the world bhefore God beeame Inoorpate
m the Sacred Person of Thime Whe was hoown o oas
ihe Caupenter ol Nazareth, ond, as we oare peifectly
certain,  mpossible apart frome the teligion Heo has
tounded  and montaned Th- Chutch will never frown
an labor or on pomeriv o bhut will ever enable hoth
to santtify Ty wrrtee these comdiibms which Thy Pro-
videnee has o osa-dom permanent!y mantaindl

Noroowill o she discoutage men Irom o ousmgo ey
lawiul mears of hetienimg the coudition ol their
earthly careor, whellier ot be  indiadeally ot collec-
tnely, provried (hat alwars thev  ohev Our Loend's
command, which was made  with a promise, © Seckh
ve hrst ihe Kinelom of God and  Ths uestice, and gl
1h se tlmnes shall be added wivto vou We conclude
thiy sulpect witdy the remarh, that as to all suth
cehiemes  as have for their obitect the  seltlement  of
the people on the land and  the amchoration of  lhe
vortal cemditieen of  the laborninyg classes, and as 10
the State monopoly of such  public consenrences, view-
ine them as far as they mav be alttaned consistent-
T wath esistiad rghiis, whatever be their eoonamiig
eMciemey, we du nol recant them as necessarily o oat
variante with  Lhe principles of Chushan morabity

The Church and Public Education

Tn a dempogaatie commuuily 4 Nnorav s some-
frnes the avctun of  disabilivies other than sl ar
only  darecthv ol and of <neh amustue have we 1o
complan o the matter of provisten for publie edu-
calion The Cathohic Church oas too old and too o=
perieneed  an nstitntion 1o apsist evervwhere and al-
ware on any mersore i olving sacnhee and trouble
to her people, unless sneh measioe i of vital im-
portance for (he wellate of souls amd o society
Now the Churel throughout the world msisls onvhay-
ine, o her own care lhe edocation of 1he dnldren
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NOVELTIES AT LOWEST PRICES.

of bor flock, and this for the simple reasom that
she believes and knows *that on such bringing up depends
their eternal salvation. The Church in Aastralia has
bheen no exception Lo this rule, and from the very
beginming our Bishops have Tnade primary education
one of the most indispensable works of religious or-
ranization. In Australia, as in many other ‘wount-
tries, owing to the State's unwillingness to assist
denomunational schools, the Church has had to carry
oul her education programme without her just shaye
of the public moneys spent on the imsiruction of the
puople.  She has thus been compelled  to pay twice
o er B Trer ebildren’s schooling ;. and in keeping up a
wsepataie system in the face of am official and pogru-
lav uppos.ition almost amounting o hostility,  (atho-
Lhes have had to sufler what really amounts 1o
A Civil Disability.

But they have acted thus for conscience’ sake, and the
reshlts hane fully justified them. They oan, in the
wards of St. Paul, say: ‘We ‘have fought the good
fight, we have kept the faith’; and they may con-
ixlently lonh forward 1o the crown of justice, at
least on the day of eternal retribution. The easy-
roing meglect of the spiritual interests of their chil-
dren, which charaoterises so many mon-Catholics
amongst us, and their suspicion of the Chureh’s in-
temtions arc lhikely for the present 1o preclude from
ithe thouehts of Australian statesmen any change in
the actual systelns', but we are confident thai one
dav the cause of qustice shall iriwumph, and that the
prardians of the public weifare will find 11 a good
atd a necessary ‘policy to assist in her cducatponal
¢itort an 1mstitution which devotes itself, as the Cath-
ohe Ohureh does, o the inculealion of the principles
of Chostian moralily.  In the interests of our coun-
try, we wouid wish that the wmoglect of Christian
tramning for the dhildren of a Christian people may
nat he carried so far as 1o exclude all hope of pre-
serving  lherr Chrislianily.

For the souly of our own  children we hope, with
God's blessing, to carry on the work of Catholic edu-
cation  even more energetically in the future ; and on
this occasion we remund  the clergy of the grave duty
oi pastors to establish Catholic schools wherever they
cat be mwaintatned, to foster  them with diligence, and
1o do everyihimg possible  {o promale their efficiency,
The deht we owe to

The Relimous Teaching Commumnities

o account £ (he achievements of Catholic education
19 ayreal one  Without ther zealous assistance the
sy achioee !l woukl have been mipossible’, and while
we are thamlbful io God's Providence for iuspiring so
many of  Australha's wons aml daughbers to enter the
1anhs ot the religious communities, we exhort them to
hioep alwayvs before them the highest stadard of  ex-
cellence,  and nol 1o be conteat with any lower. 1t
should enccuraee our rehigious teachers to refleet that
tlinr Labors are Apostolic 1o 1he sinwetest sense, because
thev shatve 1w ome of the highest and 1n our day most
pecessaly wolhs ol the Apostohie maistiy—the teaching
01 1ehizion

Winle spething of education we deemy it our duty
1o amptess on all who share with us an any way  the
pastoral burden the gieat mnportance of the study of
Cathobe histors nooour primary  schooels we succeed
almirably i teach the Tittle omes the rudiments of
tne Faith The cinldren who atiend our schools learn
ther Catechrsm well | and, for the most part, they are
fulty tratncd an the  difheudt art of Christian living ;
bul ran we flatter ourselves  that  their suhsequent
cariers alwavs fuliil the promise of their prime? Is
there not moch room for paprosement in the  Catholic
tone of many of our laity ?  ITere 1t is that the im-
pottance of a hnagwlodee of Catholie history makes it-
self Tt Al ate our  schools, especially our  higher
solrents dong all they ought 1o do in this matter ?

{t 19 a question of the dravest import ; and on the
seswer fo 1l devends in g great measure  the  influence
that  religlon wifl have o regulating  the lives of many
ibvrdoads, ol ospecially the influence that  the (‘ath-
chie Jarly of ahe land s devtined 1o exeri, in promo-
litg

The Christianity of its Pceople.

Onr svouth show themselves most apt in conductling
nseful wocieties for hiteraty purpowes ; but in these. so-
crefies o they, by therr choiee of subjects and by their
maontier of ireatine ordinary topics, prove themselves to
he oiluralel Catholies ®  1f they de not, it is not be-
cavse thear religion and history do not afford them the
material - hui because thev have not  been trained in
hat mest aseful and necessary part of a Catholic edu-
catinm We therefore deem it a nost pressing duty to
urae on {ne cergy and on our C'atholie teachers, espe-

Importer, Watchmsker, Mannfasturing Jeweller, Medalist. ete.
LAMBTON QUAY,
WELLINGTON,

COLOMBO STREKT, CHRISTCHURCH,
Established ... 1875



