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Science Sittings The Home
By 'Volt' By Maureen

The Longest Day,
The longest diay of the year in London (is 16£hours, in New York 15 hours, in St. Petersburg 19, in

Tonvea (Finland) 22, and in .Spitsbergen three monthsamid a half.
Cause of Sunstroke.

Sunstroke, it is pointed out, is due to the chemi-cal and not to the heat rays. The active rays pene-
trate anything except a color screen, and an Egyp-
tian army, officer has effectively protected himself bylining his helmet and coat with yellow.

Where Music is Prescribed.
Vocal or instrumental music as1 a therapeuticagent

has ibeen found by Dr. F. S. Kennedy to be a use-ful aid in melancholia, insomnia,, hysteria, family afflic-tion, business reverses, delirium, pain, and mental or
physical fatigue. A Oerman physician has used music
to lessen, the distress and after effects of applying an-
aestheticsj.

One of Nature's Mysteries.
The problem of the ascentof sap in trees, anEng-lish botanist points out, is yet unsolved. It appears

that in the highest trees the total pressure would benearly 100 atmospheres, and as we cannot suppose
that leaves can exert so intense osmotic suction, theonly theory at all probable is that the living cells
exerti some sort of pumping action in the wood.

Wireless Telegraphy on Trains.
The Chicago and Alton Railway announces that it

has made all arrangements for the establishment of awireless telegraph system on all its trains running be-tween Chicago and St. Louis, and that eventually allits trains will be in wireless telegraphic communica-tion with the larger cities. The anuoujioament was
tho result, of careful tests made on a limited trainrunning between Chicago andSt. Louis. The observa-
tion car was equipped with the wireless apparatus.Messages were received while the train was running ata speed of fifty miles an hour.

Voice Museums.
Collections of voices are being made for variouspurposes. The phonograms of the British Museum aredesigned to preserve for future generations the voices

of famous people of our timej but the Vienna Aca-demy of Sciences is going further, and seeks phono-
grams of languages and dialects for the comparative
study of la/nguuges. Already its collection includes
popular songu of gipsUes and Arabians, favorite airsof Red Indian tribes, the idioms of Negroes and Mal-ays, amd so om. It is sending ooit special voice-hunt-
ing expeditions every year, and its agents arc now
scouring Ilun&aiy. Raumania, Istria, and other local-ities. Its latest plan is to phonograph the voices ofanimals, for scientific study.

Steel Pens.
We owe/ the steel pen to a man named Gillott—Joseph Gdlott— an Englishman. Gillott was a jeweller.

He lived in Birmingham. on<e day, accidentally split-
ting the end of one of his fine steel jewel-making
tools, he threw it peevishly on the floor. An tourlater it was neces&ary for him to write & letter.Where, tanou-gh, was Ms 'quill pen ? He searched high
and low,but couldn't find it. Looking finally on thefloor he disco\ered not the pen, but the broken steeltool.

"
I wonder if I couldn't make shift to writewith this,' he said. And he tried to write with thesplit steel, and, of course, he succeeded perfectly. Tothis 'episode we owe the steel pen, which has superse-ded tbo tyuill all over the world.

For Sore Throats.
" £ S?re th ôat shouM never be neglected, especially
in tjie time of epidemics. A cleansing gargle is madesaltsP<x>nful of salt Snd carbon!ateof stoda, mixed in equal quantities, in half a tumbler-mi ©i water.

Cooking Old Fowls.
Fowls which are old, and therefore likely to betough, should b-a steamed for two hours, and after-wards roasted in a rather quick oven for half an hourand kept well basted. If this is done they will bevery much improved.

Toilet and Laundry Soaps.
f r+£ U "S
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\to}ht OT laundry or household, go muohfarther if kept for some timein a dry place beforeusing. New soap lathers too freely to waste, thereforeit is more economical to buy a quantity and keep thebara or calces some time, instead of buying it as youactually want it.
*

To Distinguish Cotton from LinenTo distingjudisih cotton from linen when you arechoosing handkerchiefs, moisten the tip of a finger andplace it on the handkerchief, if it is wet thSTtonce it is hnen but if cotton be present in iWanu-thl rt \ WIU, **& some seconds to P^trate thethreads. In, linen the threads are less even than incotton.
Worth Knowing.

During hot weather nothing is so good for preserv-ing perishable eatables as the common red flower-potas ** acts as a nerfect non-conductor of heat. Butterplaced tuiKlermta'th a flower-pot having its head crownedwi >h a wet napkin 'will remain hard and firm. PrShSi h« 1
Pr'laC^/inP
r
'laC /̂in a ca? of co>d water and coveredwith a large flower-pot, the pot again covered with anapkun, the ends of which should hang in the water toleep it constantly wet, will keep sweet and free fromevil .germs for ever so much longer than if left aboutin t'ne ordinary way.

To Strengthen the Eyes.

farJT^e9 flllf111 be,greatly slr(^Sthmed by putting theaco down into a glass or eye-cup of water the firstthimr _ln,lho mornmg and opening/them under water.Thus is somewhat -difficult to do at first, but if tiewater for two or three days be tepid and graduallyshocTS .C0.
C 0 im^cmMe degrees until it is noshock to put the face into quite cold watbr.it willsot* bocorno easy, and is w invigorating a!nd refresh"

« The eyes should be wiped after this bjv passing a
ward Zn£e y "^ward'to!

To Ease a Headache.
Take laJ sponge ana a basin of hot water as hbt asit can be used. Pass the hot wet sponge slowly andsteadily oyor JJie face and forehead for efght ortenmin-utes keeping the sponge as hot as it can be used Bythis lime the face will seem as if it were parboiledDry- ,t in a soft towel. Next bathe tbe back of theneck as yo-u JUave done the face, carrying the spongeeach tome well up the back of the head" Keep upthe batta)* for some lengifli of time, then, if thirstyt Vest l7gJ* ĥt' «** lie qwictly for'half anhourto rest If sleep is not likely to visit you hist liftthe"br^n"1110*1 With dd° S° d ° yeS' and *" re^

Shabby notches.
A woman of wonderful resource has just discovereda new awl very sure way of renovating and restoringto their former appearance spotted,soiled, or faded clothor serge- gowns Pick about twenty ivy leaves-yownepreen ones for choice, wash them carefully and Z«thorn an« jug or basin ; add about one pint of boifnlwater, cover up the basin or jug, and leave to soakfor two or threehours, when it will be ready for useMeanwhile tho garment must be thoroughly brushed insidoawi out, frnd all untidy 'braiding or Hnln »m£Tti mm,tbe

rr
bb° Uom When road^ s')rc>ad ontaWe and carefully sponge with t*he ivy water It mustthen be faiun* out ±0 dry, when it will W found to haverecovered ats former color and to lo<»k quiteX new

The testimonial which is being got up to aid Uw
family of the late Dr. O'Doherty is meeting with agenerous respon.se. The Sydney

'
Freeman's Journal

'
has received a cheque of £1 Is towards the fundfrom St. Brigid's Convent, Masterten.

'
The publication of an advertisement in a Catholic

paper shows that the advertiser not only desires the
patronage of Catholics, but pays them the compliment
of seeding it tm-augjh the medium of their own religious
journal.' So says an esteemed and wiae-awake Ameri-
can contemjporiary. A word to the wise is sufficient.

Thnnday,October 5,1905 29

Hancock's Imperial ALE and STOUT. GOLD MEDAL BT-
LOUIS exhibition.

■ ■■■ ■ ■■-■■■ ■ Bottled inAuokland.


