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garet’s unbappiness. Jim Junior did not Lnow that his
mother’s ultimatum had gone forth against John Smith,
or he would have been more considerate.

Jim Junior was partly  emancipated ; that is, he
only of ell her numerous retinue inspired Mrs. Woods
with any degree of trepidation. She did not like this
* John Smith is all right ' statement in that letter. Sho
knew how strenvous Jim could be and how stauachly he
would defend one whom he thought all right, and she
determined to put an end to John Smith forthwith.

Accordingly, when  Mr. Smith called again he fouml
only Mrs. Woods * at home.! She greeled bim pleasant-
Iy, and, after formalities had been obseried, said to him
‘Myp. Smith, I want you to kpow 1lhat you have tha
high esteem of Margaret and mysell, but that the at-

tentions you have been paying her must cease. 1 savy
this with Marszaret's permission.’
‘I have been fearing something like this for  somn

weelts mow,’ Johu replied, ¢ but mway T not hnow why {
am condemned 7 '

‘ Certainly. Margaret and—I mcean her father and
mysell—have very strong religious convictions, and a
union withl one mot of our faith is wholly impossible '

Then John Smith laughed, laughed so immoderately
and imperfinently that Mrs. Woods became righteously
and properly indignant. .

* This may be very funny to you, Mr. Smith,’ she
said,’ hor lashes fashing sparks of fury that boded
trouble to Mr. Smith, ‘but the fun is not apparent to
me.’

‘I ber your pawmlon, Mrs. Woods,” he said. f
really apologise. But may I ask if {hat is the onlxv
objection there is to me 7' .

‘It is the ouly ome we lnow,” Mrs. Woods replied,
withh much dignitv ; “but it is sufficiently strong do
mahe it unhcoessaty to look for others?

* But, my dear Mrs. Woods, I am a Catholic.’

‘You are what 7’

‘Tam a Catholic; a good, holy Catholic.? .

Ordinarily when people reccive such astonishing  ine
formation as this ihey are said 1o gusp WMaybe Mrs.
Woods gasped  She surely did if it was the  proper
thing to do, for she was propriety itself. At any rate,
there was a silence {hat was very awkward for her.

* But Mary Hammond— she said presently, and
then stopped abrupily.

* Dil Miss Tlammond tell you T was nod a Catholie?
John imguired.

* No, she did not,” Mrs. Woods repliod, biling  her
words off sharp and clear, and then sho asked, *lIlow
long have vou heen a Catholie ?°

* The only one of my familv who was nof alwavs a
Catholic was once a Druid, and there 15 a well-subslan-
ltiated famiy {radilion that even he was the first man
St. Patrick converted when he landed 1n—Slign’

CWell, Jim Woods,” she sad ta that gentleman, en-
joving his pipe and newspaper again, *1f's no thanks to
you, but it's all right.?

* What's ali right ? * he asked, hardly lockimmg up.

“ John Smith '

YL alwavs ©iad a suspicion to that efiect.
happenced 7'

‘Ile’s a Catholic and Irish, and has always  been
boih’

Jim's guffaw was verv loud and very hard io hear,
but not nearlv so lantabising as s subsekment  demand
that Johu Smith produce his baptismal certificate he-
fora calling avain, made to John in the prescnce of Mrs
Wonds  and Marwaret, and accompanied—so that rood
lady has since averred—with a wink that Jim only hali-
tried {0 conceal.—* Guidon.’
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MYILRS & CO, Dentists, Octagon, corner of George
Street.  ‘They guarantee the highest class of work at
moderate fees.  Their artificial teeth give general satis
faction, and the fact of them supplying a temporary dep-
ture while the guins are healing does away with tie
Inconvenience of |heing months  without Aeeth They
manufacture a single artincial tooth for Ten Shillings,
and sets eqgually moderate, The  admimstration  of
nitrous oxilde gas is also a great boon to those needing
the extractiom of a tooth..

T on Examinnton he'd by the Grege Shorthend Assoodion of N Z
C Mammaond 18 vears of age. secund a eerhifieate frr 180 words a
Minute Thivis a New Zealand Reeord lor one o x oung.

Gregg Shorthand i~ n.ed i more schonls mm Ameriea than nny
other Thres syetems combined. and is reeavmised by the N2 Government
in «Il examinations Bemy haced on Ionchind wrth few rules and NO
EXCEPTIONR, it can he acquired 1n One-quarter of the frme tequered by
other avatems. and is espeemndly adapted for INSTRUCTION by POST 1n
18 lessons, Write for particulars,

J, W, IRWIN, N7 RBepresentative,
220 Kilmore Street, Christchurch,
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ENGLAND—Death of a Priest

The Rev. Michael Thos. Bourke, M.A., who died re-
cently ay Penrith, was for 22 years rector at Wihgton
Catiolia church. He was ordained in 1864, and last Oc-
tober celebrated ihe 40th anniversary of his priest-
hood. He was w member of the Wiggovn Board of
Guardians.,
FRANCE—Vacant Sees

The death of Monsignor Delannoy, Bishop of Aire
(writes a Paris eorrespondent), brings up to seventeen
the number of dioceses which are without Bishops, They
are the archdioceses of Reims and Auch, and the dio-
ceses  of St. Jean de Mauricune, Bayoune, Ajaccio,
Vannes, Nevers, Versailles, (hartres, Agen, Digne, Fre-
lus, Alre, Diton, and Laval. The diccese of St Jean
de Maurienne has beon vacant the longest, viz., ever
sireo June 8, 1902. It does mot look ag though the
vacamt Sees would be filled for a long time to  come, at
least not before the Separation Bill is on the Statute
Book.

GERMANY—The Catholic Population

From statistics which have been published for the
presend year it appears that the nmumber of Catholics
in the German ¥mpire is 20,189,266. They are distri-
buted as follows :—Bavaria, 4,449,806 ;  Prussia,
12,147,989 ; Saxony, 197,060 ; Wurtemberg, 650,311 ;
Baden, 1,123,637, Alsace-Lorraine, 1,279,630, ‘The hier-
archy consists of five Archbishops, one of whom is a
Cardinal ; twenty Bishops, including ihe Prince-Bishop,
Cardinal Kopp , and one Vicar-Apostolic. Ten Sees
have Auxiliary Bishops. Two Bishops belong to reli
gious Orders—Bishop Benzler is a Benedictine, Bishop
Willi  a Cistercian. Thers are 20,095 diocesan priests,
and 1363 priests who are members of religious Orders, in
all 21,458, TFrom the latest cemsus reports the propor-
tron of Catholics to the entire population is Teckoned
at 37 per cent. In Alsace-Lorraine the proportiom:is
76.2, in Bavaria 70 8, in Baden 60.6. In all the other
States CGatholics are in a minority ; in Prussia they
make wmp 35 per cent., though in some provinces, as
In Postn and Rhineland, the proportion is much higher.
Catholic Social Work

They have, in accordance wilh {he wish of iho
Pope, been following 1n Haly the example of the Ger-
man  Catholics as  soecial orgamsers and workers, and
the ! Osservatore  Remano’  jhas collected  statistics
which show the flounishing condition of popular Cath-
clic soeieties 1 Germany. Therce are no less than
seventeen hundred Confraternities of 1he Blessed Virgin
for young folk and adults. with over three hundred
thousand members, who take an active part in chari-
table umdertalings. Then come the Catholic workers’
socictied, having for ohjeet religious and intellectual edu-
cation and  social awstruction as well ag the iormation
and support i societies of mutual help, popular
hanks, and so on, their number is gne thousand three
humdred and  {wenty, and they have two hundred and
thirty thousand members They mainiain  three spe-
cial papors, with ninety thousamd subscribers. Numerous
comnntiees  for the sludy of social questions organ-
1=¢ freiont conferences and hold fortnightly meetings.
The direetors of the Christian symdicatos have been
irained By {he workers’ assorhations.  Of the Gessel
lenvereine thete aie one 1housand one hundred and fifty,
with onc hundred and fifieen thousand members be-
longing to all classes of artisans. This excellent sys-
tem of wrgamsation accounts for the power the German
Catholies wield in family and  social life as well as in
the Parliamentary arena.

ROME-—The Pontificate of Pius X,

The IToly Wather (says the * Catbolic Times 'y has
inst completed the second year of his Ponlificale  as
the duceessnr of &4, Pefer 1t will be temembered
that when he was sclecied for the Papal Throme by
the Conclave the opumen way that, wiilst he would
perform  the duties of ks evalted office with great
profit fo ihe Church, he would scarcely <el on foot
hold movements.  Time has shown thal his policy is
at enee bold and  prwdent Ife 15 fearless in facing
difficuttids and resolute in action. In Italy  he is
bringing about o pohtieal revolution, without abandon-
me the tighls of the Iloly See or ancient  tradi
tions  Tn lus Eneyelical, * 11 formo proposito,’ addres-
sad to the Ttalian Bishops on June 11, this year, he
mapped ont a clear social, economic, and political
programme for the Catholics of Ttaly. The differences
heiween the sarious sections of Catholic workets wore
too serious {o permit of immediate and umited action
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