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Pergant Directores ot Scriptores New Zsaland Tablet, Apostolica Benedictions co
Religionis ot Justitise eausam promoverse per Vias Veritatis o1 Pacis, nfortatl,

Die 4 Aprilis, 1900,

LEO XIII., P.M.,

TRANSLATION.—Fortified by the Apostolic Blessiug, let the Divectors and Writers of the New Zealand T
continuc to promote the cause of Reli{g‘z'an and Fustice by the ways of Truth and Peace. f ew Zealand Tablet

April 4, 1900,
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LEO XIII., Pope,

Current Topics

The Weather

The weatlrer last week was far from heing, as it
usually is, a dry subject for conversation. The sus-
$ained downpour turned the landscape grey and slushy
for days together over a wide area of the Colony,
The chief trouble about the rainfall, even in New
Zealand, is the same as that about wealth—its un-
equal distribution. In the North Island it renges
from forty to filty inches annually ; in the South,
from thirty ta forty. But in 1898 Hoekitika was
sprayed with s many as 128 inches—which was an
intolerable deal of sack. But there ars greater rain-
griefs in this world of ours. At Santiago de Cuba
some time ago a tropical current poured down at
the rate of four inches an hour. Apd  has not
Sierra Leone a record of 312 inches in one year?
According to Mulhall, Cherrapungi, in South Weslern
Assam, had an average rainfall of 483 inches for fil-
teen years, and in 1861 its record scared (or floated)
up to 905 inches. It is a ocomfort, in the circum-
stances to lmow that it is the wettest bit of f dry’
land on the face wf the earth. To De Quincey it
would be a sort of Iden, for he loved ¥ain when ig
rained cats and dogs. To Disraeli’s Liberator Hatton

it would be a waterlogged Gehemnz, for he wasa
water-hafer, and was ‘always against washing’® be-
cause (sald he) ‘it takes the marrow eul of &

man,’

The Catholic Newspaper

There are, alack ! well-to-do householders who study
economy in providing good reading for their children's
minds, jugt as they would in the matter of boots and
pinafores and Tam-o’-Shanter caps—driving hardé har-
gains with heaven as they would with the draper, the
butcher, the baker, and the candlestick-maker. And
there are those who apparently regard a Catholic paper
a8 a sorv of luxury, and look upon an invitation to be-
come subscribers much in the same way as if they were
expected to stmoke half-crown cigars or to wash down
their daily dinmer with long draughts of Stieinberg or
Marcobrunner. Others, too, regard the necessity—real
or imaginary—of subscribing to their local news-sheet

as an all-sufficient reason for barring and bolting the
Catholic paper out of their homes.
[ ]
To all such, and to Catholics in general, we com-

mend the following weighty utterance of the Fathers of

ihe recent Australian Plenary Council : ¢ Towaxdd shed
section of the press which is Catholic in purpose end W
management all Catholics owe a duty of suppord = sl
encouragement. The publication of a newspaper is gt
undertaking of nd small responsibility en@ expense : and
its success depemds entirely on the help provided bp its
readers. It is to be feared that tany of our peopls o
not realise their responsibility in this matter. They &
not take the interest they should take in the wellare
of tho Church ; and so they are content with the small
quantity of news about the Church they ge# in the
secular papers., This is nobt as it should be., ‘Those
who can afford to subscribe to a Catholic paper should
do so. Some indeed are so heedless in this matter as
to spend their money in the support of perlodicals that
are positively hostile to religion, and a danger to
Christian morality ; and they seem t0 think it no
harm to bring info their homes, and under the eyes of
their young children, pages that must plant in unsus-
pecting minds the seeds of indifference to the truth of
Catholio faith and to the sanctity of Christian virtue.
Such carelessness is criminal, and would be readily con-
demned a8 such if it were question of the adulteration
of the bodily food of their chiliren. But since it is a
guestion of poisonimg the mindg instead of the hody,
they are so blind to the spirttual welfare as mot 0 see
the harm for which they are resnonsible.’

Qui potest capere, capiat ! Which may be rendered :
Whom the cap fits, he most gracefully wears it.

»

Somg time ago 8 Protestant reader wrote as fol-
lows to the Liverpaol * Catholic Times': ¢ I find
great help to truth in realling Catholic papers because:
(1) I get the Catholic position first-hand ; (3) the news
and statements ere reliable regarding Catholicism, and
(3) not garbled or °' faked up " tc humbug the readers ;
(4) it smoothes difficulties and removes prejudice; (&)
I can read the other side of the guestions that comcern
us, (B) I am helping a good cause by (7) helping to
spread ltght and increase knowledge.’

-

The bearing of these observations lies in the appli-
cation.

Butchers’ Bills

Somechody has said that the Rothschilds are the
arbiters of war and peace in Europe. The ebullition of
war-feeling i like champagne—a costly luxury, with a
nagging after-headache in every bottle. Many countries
—Greal Britain, France, Germany, and Russia, for in-
stance—keep vast war-funds hoarded up in yellow ingots.
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