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B.A., LL.B., supported by Mr. M. Richmond, B.Sc.,
LL.B., President of the College Debating Soctely.

His Excellency was briefly welcomed by the chair-
man, who referred {0 the boon comferred on the so-
ciety -by ‘the gift of his Excellency.

The competitors (the nmumber of whom had ‘been
reduced to ton by vote of the stimlents at a pre
vipus meeting), were cach allowed ten minutes 1o dis-
course on the life amd work of any character of

history. The [ollowing spoke in order mamed ;~—Mr.
H, Banks, on William Pitt; WMr. .J. Graham, on
Napoleon ; Mr, F. A, de la Mare, on Sir Peter de

la Mare; Mr. R. Mason, on Sir George Grey ; Mr.
F. P. Kelly, on W. E. Gladstone ; Mr. G. V. Bogle,
o Joan of Are, Mr. G. F. Dixon, on Lord Shaftes.
bury; Mr. J. A. Brailsford, on General Gordon ;
Mr. C. B. Collins. on IEdward Gibhon Wakefield ; and
Mr. E, J. Fitzgibbon, on Daniel! O'Connell.

The speeches were gemorally of & very high
order, but those pof Messrs. Fitzgibbon, Kelly, Gra-
ham, and Banks were far before the others. Mr.
Fitzgibbon was received with enthusiasm, and deliw
ered a really excellent oration. With his rich, me-
ledious voice, and a ‘most impressive manmnep, he
had little difficulty in holding his hearers from his
opening words, giving a simple narrative .cf O'Con-
nell's life, and at the same {ime displaying in a
tactful amd artistic manrer a general view of  the
Liherator’s character. At times Le rveached the high-
est standard eloquence, and comcluded with a perora-
tion that elecirified the audience On his concluding
he was enthusiastically anplauded.

Mr. Kelly, too, marle a very fine speech, Ide also
possessed a very pleasing musical woice, and with a
quiet, unassuminmg sivle, at once won 1be hearis of the
audience. He dealt ina very sympathelic way with the
life of Gladstone, and his effort was accorded most
hearty applause,

Mr. Grabkam dealt with Napoleon as a man of ac-
tion, but his oration was too much of the dramatie
ordet and did not create such an impresszion as those of
the speakers previously referred to. Mamy of the other
speaches were far ahove the average, that of Mr. Banks
on William Pitt being characterised hy elegance of dic-
tion and fluency.

The medal was awarded on the votes of the stu-
dents, and, while a scruiiny was being made, Mr. M.
Richmond proposed a hearty voie of thanks {o his Tx-
cellency. The motion was sccomded by Mr. Joynt,
Registrar of the New Zealand University, and carried
by acelamation..

His Excellency anpounced that the voting showed
the placed competitcrs to he—First Mr., Fitzgibbhon, see-
ond Mr. Kelly, third Mr. Graham. The result was 1e-
ceived with extraordinary enthusiasm, the populanty of
the verdict being manifested in hearty cheers hy  the
students for 1he winner.

His Excelleney, in making 1he presentation, eomgra-
tulated Mr. Fitzgibhon on his wvictory, one which in his
opinion was thoroughly descrved, 1Te was pleased n-
deed that tho son of am Irishman should win whatl was
originglly an Irvish medal. There was another scene of
enthusiasm, at the conclusion of which his Taxcellency
thanked them all for the kind references to himself. Tje
gave the medal for {wo reasons—TFirst, (o connect the
name of Plunket with the college of which he had laid
the foundation stone: and he considered that of all the
debating societies existing in New Zealand there was
none that deserved more encouragement than that one,
placed as it was in the midst of Parliament and  the
taw courts. The second reason—and one which was more
to hig heart—was that his ancestor owed gz great deal
of his success in lile to the fact 1hat, as a member of
the Historical Socicty, he was permitied to attend the
debates in the House of Commons whenever he‘wished.
He was greatly pleased that go many had come  for-
ward to compete for the medal.

The result of the conlest is of particular interest
from the fact that 1he first and second men are well
known members of the Catholic Young Menw’s (Mluh in
Weallington. Mr. Fitzgithon hails originally from the
West Coast, and has during his sfay closelv coucerned
himself with 1he deings of the local elub  1fe was also
instrumental in foundimg {he Catholic Youne Men's
Federation, of which he has been president for the last
two years. He has had a brilliant career at Victoria
College, and is now studying to compleie the final see-
tion of his LL B. degree.  Mr. Kelly, who 15 a Tlast-
ings bov, if also'a popular and cnergelic momber of the
Young Men's Club, and one whose college carcer  Das
been particularly bright. e rives great promise as a
speaker, nnd is regarded as a likely ' Plunket medal¥st’
next year. His performance on Saturday might well be
characterised as brilliant. Their fellow-members are
naturaily proud of their suecess, and the Club, the Lit-
erary Society, and the Federation hawve placed on record
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their great pleasure and appreciation. &t is {0 be hoped
that other Catholic young men will follow in the path
on which Messrs. Fitzgibbon and Kelly are making such
headway.

PALMERSTON NORTH

(From our own correspondent.)
September 17.

Mrs. T. White, of the Occidenial Hotel, died on
Monday last fortified by the rites of Holy Church, after
a prolonged 1liness.—R.IP.

The first issue of the parish magazine was in  the
handd of subyscribers on Sunday lasf, and proves to be
a very useful record of parish work as well as ©ther
local and useful information.

A bemefit social was held in the Zealandia Hall on
the 8th inst by the many friends and wecll-wishers of
Miss !Culling, who was recently burnt out, amongst
olbers, in the Cuba street fire. The proceeds realised
all expectations, and should prove very wmseful o that
enterprising young lady.

The social amd concert held in the Zealandia Hall
on Wednesday last to reduce the debt om the new com-
vent turned out a great success, notwithstanding the
many other attractions the same evening. Patrgns were
well pleased with the evening’s enjoyment a pro-
reunced the comcert portion of the entertainment well
above the average. The [ollowing ladies and gentlemen
confributed items {o the programme. Mr. E. Higgins,
‘ The meeiing of the waters; duet by Misses ‘Garrity
angd Clifford, ¢ Tell ker I love her so ' (emcored), Mr.
Preston, * Terry ' (encored) ; Mrs. Russell, ‘ Once* ;
Mr. McCarthy, ' The gallants of England * (encored) ;
irish jig by Mr. Johm Hurley and son; Mr. V., Dallow,
' River of years'; Miss Clifford, ‘ Going to market’
(encored) ; Mr. J. Giorgl, * The dcathless army ' {on-
cored)’; violin solo by Mr. T. Kitchen ; Mr, Russell,
‘ Boatswain’s song ’; Mr. Preston, * Oft to Philadel-
phia ' (encored). The accompaniments were played by
Mrs. Burke and Miss Hutley and Mr, J. Sidiord. ‘The
refreshments were very generously  supplied by the
ladies of the parish, and were presided over by Messrs,
Hickey and McWilliam.

CROMWELL

(From an oecasional correspondent.)
September 16.

The annual concert of 1ihe convent pupils is al-
ways cagerly looked forward to by all clagses of
the community, on account of the excellent repertoire
of singimg, music, and exercises provided. On Thurs-
day cvemneg, the pupils faced the largest audience
ever gathered in ihe Athenaeum Hall, il being dense-
ly packed to the doors. The girl pupils of St
John's School sang the pari song, * Bella Napoli, with
fino clect. The goodnight dnll was a treat to wit-
ness, the precision with which 1the hittle dods recited their
respective pieces and went through {heir exercises‘be-

ing very credilable. A pilanoforte duet by Misses
Martha and vy Mitchell, amd a pianoforte solo by
Miss Maud Mitchell were excellent items, a piano-

torte duet in the second part by Misses
Masier Mogrig being also very good.  Mrs. Morris sang
' The beating of my own heari with fine efiect. The gem
of 1he eveniug was the vocal duet, ' The wild rose,’ by
Miss Ivy Barker and Master Clarence Barker. A perfect
storm of applause greeted them at the finish, and they
had to respond to an undeniable emcore. Mr. John
McKechnie  danced an Irish jig and Highland fling in his
inimitable siyle, * Searf fantaslics ° by Misses K. and
€. Thomas, Bl. and T. Miichell, S. and !, Scoles, and
F. Hayes was a very arlistic performance. A drama,
' The Carndufl Legacy,” was staged, the characters
being sustained by Misses Cahill, M. Mitchell, K. Tho-
mas, Maud Mitchell, Maggic Cahill, F. Hayes, K. Bur-
nie, and Mr. D. Cahill The performers were alt letter-
nerfect, and displayed comsilerable hisiriomic ability. A
farce, entitled ' Pranks,' followed in the sccond part of
tho programme, and creaied considerable amusement, the
characters  heing impersonated ‘hy Misses M, amd S.
Cabill, M. Mitchell, 8. and A, McNully, K. and F.
Thomas, D. MeNully, and Mr. D. Cahill, all of whom
acled admirably. The chorus, ‘ The good-night of the
jovous  reapers,” by lhe pupils was splendidly rendered,
and hrovght the most suceessiul concert held here to a
close. At the inbterval the door prize, consisting of
a superbly painled firescreen, was drawn for, Mrs., J.
Tizard proving the lfortunate winmner, Rev. Father Hunt
in an appropriate speech thanked the Sisters of ihe con-
vent, the pupils, and all who had so generomsly assisted
in making the concert such a success, the sum of over
£31 havinig} been taken. The accompanists were fhe Mis-
ses Jolly, Cahill, and Mitchell, who acguitted themselves
in their usually artistic style.
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