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TRANSLATION.—Fortified by the Apostolic Blessiug, let the Dirveciors and Writers of the New Zealand Tablet
continue to promote the cause of Religion and Fustice by the ways of Truth and Peace.

April 4, 1900,

LEO XIII., Pope,

Current Topics

¢ A Faithful Saying and True’

An old saw rummeth thus: ¢ Take home one of
Satan’s relations, amd the whole fapuly will follow’
Our vyoung men might paste this inside the crown uf
their hats.

—

A Motto

The Bible-in-scheols parly scem to be gebling
ther and farther away from any agreement as to a defi-
nite plan fokr turning the public schools into institutions
for the propasanda ol some brand of ° Reformed ' sec-
tarianism:. Josh Iillings's descriptive phrase is a skin-
fit for the present phght of the League: © A house so
divided against tself that 1t don’t koow which way 1o
fall.,’  We notice that the League has been, thus far,
withoul a motto. Wo therefore take the hberiy of sug-
gesting to Dr. Gibh and his co-leaders, ags the motto of
their organisation, the title of Aifhur Roberts’s song
(which 13 ' wrole sarhastic ') : ' We Are a llappy Fam-
ily, We Are, We Are, We Are”’

Two More Mottoes

It is, we 1hink, Livingstone whe put on record the
following mnwittoes of some {ribes of blacks in  the
heart of the Dark Cortinent . ¢ Pul oft 1l to-morrow
what you do not care about dmng lo-day ', and * Con-
stant labor hills a man, bul strengthens a woman.” The
first of these (wo mottoes, and 1he first part of the
second, might be blazouned, underneath Aithur Roberts’s

song-titie, npon  the banoer of the ' Bible -in-schools
‘ Referendum ' League. The  Teverend blach-coats in
whose interest ihe  orgamsation is bemmg worked, put

oft till to-moriow the unwelcome duty of the religious
instruction of vouth whieh that chronic * tired feeling ”
disinclimes them 1o do to-day.  And (hike the unrepen-
tant Lope de Vega)  when the morrew comes, they
answor sttty To-morrow.”  They avolley  words hke a
bhattery of machinezuns 1o show what other people
should do for the souls of the Liftle buwdding men and
maids at school. DBut the reverend politicians scem sat-
isfied thal any aticmpis to do their own proper work
themselves would he as deadly 1o their constilutions as
a hasimg of Tarws green would be {o the potatodisht
in Auchkland or Taranab!.

The Mikasa
Last week Admiral Togo lost his hatileship
Japan the best-known unit in its conqueting flect.

and

far-.

‘1t was not in the batile ;
No lempest gave the shock ;
Sho sprang no fatal leak ;
She ran upen no rock.’
She went Lo the boltom in still waters and in  the
piping times.of peace. Her disappearance leaves Nip-
pon the poorer by some three hundred irained veterans,
aml (unless she s raised) by a fighting machine worth

about a million and a half sterling. 'This is the third
Japanese battleship that has gone to the fioor of the
sea since tho war began. The sudden calamity that
came upon the ‘ Ahkasa * recalls the disaster to  the
British flcet when the * Royal George’ sank in the
hatbor at Spithead onm August 29, 1782, She was the

hardest-hitting 4nd the mwost famous ship at that time
in the King's navee. Some small repairs were needed
near her heel. A number of her 108 guns were accord-
mgly shifted jn order {o mahe her * heel over ' suffi-
tiently for the purpose.  Bul the work was overdone,
The famous old battleship * heeled ' more than her crew
had Margpamed for ; ihe  waler poured in cataracts
through the open por{ heles, filled her with  shifting
baliast,

‘ And sho was oversel ;

Bown went the “ Royal (ieorge,'”’
With all her crew complete.?

And with them went into the water some three hundred
wowen and children who were on board as sightseers.
Of  the eleven hundred thal were on board when the
ship beeled over, nearly mine hundred were carried with
her to e boltom, including the great fighting sea-dog
of 1he day, Rear-Admiral Kemponfeldt, in whose veins
ran the blood of ihe old sca-rovers of the North. Cow-
per's well known monody has surrounded the toss of the
‘ Royal George’ with a sciling in naval fame that has
been denied  to the  Vanguard” and Admiral Tryon's
greal flagship, the * Camperdown,” which was rammed
by the @ Vietoria,” sank in ten minotes, and took
thiee humdred and tweniy men to the bottom of the
seee. The f Royal George ' furnishes one of ihe 1in-
stances in which the poet engraves in hronze what the
nstorian writes unpon sand,

Good Advice

By an easy ascociation of ideas. the fate of the
“ Mikasa ' reminds us of the old Spanish proverb which,
eing interpreted, runneth thus - * Bacehus has drowned
more than Neptune.” (Be it bnmown to those who own
rol an acguathtance with Lempriere, that Bacchus is the
god of wine, and Neplune 1he god of the sea). The
Iixecutive of the Nelson Licensed Victuallers® Associa-
tion deserve commendation for the stand that they have
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