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Proportinn of Proportion in gious, contemporary, and its strong animus againgt

Population, Pubiip Ferviee. Catholics was evidenced by the nicknames—painful and
Oturch of England ... 486 428 Iraquent and free—which it flung at them, and: by the
Roman Oathelio e 260 247 number of calumnious imputations mwhich it made
Methodist e 103 99 against 'lhem hy direct statement or by implication or
g:;nbylarmn ?'g 154 innwendo. We dealt with some of its direct state-

ers 7.2

All thig tells its own tale—so far as it goes. But
there is worse bebind it all. The figures quoted above
deal only with the totml-and relative numerieal strengih
of the adherenty of various creeds in the public ser-
vice of New South Wales. Matters are, for Catholics,
vastly worse when we come 1o deal with the wilsl ues-
tion of total and relative pay. We have helore us a
full list of the positions under the New South Wales
Government in which the pay is £700 a year and up-
wards, takoen from the Staie Blue Dook and published
in a Sydney contemporary (the ' Catholic Press’) on
July 20, 1901. There are on the list 109 names. Only
three of these are the names of Catholics—one of them
a Protestant at the time of his appointment. The non-
Catholics on the list draw every vear a grand botal.of

£130,388 ; 1ihe Clatholics £3090. Comment on these
figures would bo a sort oi jowrualislic sacrilepe.
E
The official statistical tables given ahove  would

smite with a hali-ton Blow the mind of any man who iz
open to reason and evidence. DBut it would be a great
mistake to imagine thal they stilled the supple tongues
or dislocated the jawliones of the Revs. Waols-Rutledge
and Dill-Macky. They had ahout as much effect on those
hyphenated ministers of the Lord as upon a pair ot
brazen images. The holy mon simply repeated their
slanders as screnely as befere. They remind one of
the msdociation of old women of hWoth sexes who met in
Exoler Hall recently and besowght the Almighty vo open
the eves of their erring brethren who fancy thal the
., earth is a sphercid, whereas it is in reality (so the new
lights contend) as flat as a pancake or at worst (ag
some of tho lecturers conceded) * as a sauwcer.’ Sane
people do not waste hreath and brain-tissue trying to
conivince this sort of ‘-guoer foik i' the shaws.’ You
give them « wide Herth, as Billings did to the ratile-
snake, amd address yourself to those who listen 1o
them, not knowing the freakizh peculiarities of 'yellow’
clerice to whom newspaper notoriely s as the breath
of life. Twelve months of searching investigation into
the personnel of the public service in every part of New
Zealand have convinced us that an official relurn, on the
lines of that of New South Wales, would reveal a
good deal of ¢ stufling "—but not hy Catholics. We have
repeabekily urged, and still urge, the cempilation and
publication of these reburns.

A BRACE OF FAIRY TALES

-

OUR BISHOPS, ‘THE ADULT CATHOLIC VOTE,’
AND THE OLD ‘STUFFING’ STORY

—

The * Qutlook ' (Dunedin) is the Preshyterian-Metho-
dist-Congpegationalist organ of New Zealamd, Our
acquatntance with it covers nearly eight years. During
that period it has been generally eminently fair in 1ts
t{reatment of the creeds for which it dees not profess
to cater, and for a pon-Catholic religious paper, singu-
larly freo from the * odium theologicum.” These happy
results were, no doubt, duc in a great measuro to the
sound traditions esltablished by the scholarly and fair-
minded Rev. Dr. Waddell, whose gifted pen (although no
longer acting kditorially) still occasiomally adorns the
columms of the * Qutlook.” The lines on which he con-
ducted our Protestant contemporaty haiec, so far as
other ereeds are concerned, heen gencrally followed by
his successor. Bul iradition says that even good old
Homer wont nid-nid-nodding at times, and i1 may pos-
sibly have Heen a Similar oversight that allowed the
publipation, of o slipshod, &qmi-il}ite-mlc, and  evil-
tempered article in the editiorial columns of the © Out-
look ' of July 22, T1ts motable lack of literary ghality
stamped it am the work of a writer whose hand was 3
strangpr il the  editorial department of our lopal reli-

ments . in tho follewing communicalion, which was

Our First Letter
on the sulfcet, and which was unavoidably held over
till the 1ssue of August 12 :—

SiL—L lave been for over goven years a reader of
the * Qullonk.! 1 gladly acknowledge the general spirit
of fairnees which it has during that period manifested
lowards tha creeds for which it, does not cater. 1 there-
forg mmldq with deep and paincd surprise the editorial
article in  your issue dated the 932nd inst., which con-
tuins many strong and unmerited statements regarding
ny eco-religionists, and is marked by the free use of the
offensive torms, * Papisis’ ¢ Popish,” ‘ Romish,” etc.
For ihe present 1 bteg to dircet your atbention to tho
two following; asserliong '— .

I. You state, as a cheer matier of fact, that the
Fa‘iﬁiohc prelates of New Zealand (also reforred 1o as

e Ardhbishop and his ercatures ! ) ‘hargain with poli-
,']};"Eﬂ ]*val.rtlles’ 1JfoIr the * disposal of {he Catholie vote.
his slalomen know  and declare i
part conlrary to fact. to bein every

2. Again you say: * From ever district we lear
that a.p,[m»in}tm&n‘ts in the Public Serg'ice fall to Rogr?ag
Catholics in & Mtio far in cxcesy of {heir proportion
oi the populatson.’ My persohal experience of such
s!afremﬂnm a8 this extends over seven Years. I have
noticed (a) that they appear . most frequently  before
ahd during  eloctoral campaigms ; () that they  are
generally so vaguely worded as to make investigption, of
their truth or falsehaod diffeult or impossilfle ; (c) that
on the raio occasions on  which specific oﬂ"lces', or sets
of offices, or workshops, ete., of any particular de-
part,u_lernb were named, the siories of ¢ packing '  with
‘ Papists > gemerally torned out to be untrue I have
over and orer again, even in the columns of the daily
1ress, challenzed the authors of such statements—some
of them candidates for Parliamentary honors—to pro-
duce their evidence in point, and to join with me in
fecurmng ilie formation of representative and respons-
ihie aiti ens to investisate {he matter, 8o far as Dup-
c¢lin end  other centres of population were concerned.
In every esse my challenges were dectmed. T have re-
noauedly pressed for the publication of an official return
of tha religious §fliefy of puhlic servanls, hased on the
latest censis pavers.  This was done in conseguence of
a sunll_ar damot, in New South Walcs, with results of
a sirikimg nature, which, no doubt, are well known to
vou.  Tay o Tarled to Wringt certain platform oralors
to meet me in any way, I carried oub o lenglhy series
of imuestipations in every nart of the Colony in 1901-2,
with the ait of active, and, T believe, thoroughly trust-
worthy local commitiees,  The resnlis of these investli-
eations were published m minite detasl weok by week
fn the ‘ Tablet.” They went f0 show (a) thaj Cath-
olica were almost unrepresented, so to speak, in several
Slatle deparimoents | () that, with the excnplion of one
port of the law and justice branch, Ctathelics were 1o
rresonted namerically in the Public Serviee far  below
their prosuetion  to total  populalion, while in the
mattr of relalive pay they were enormously  helow
their moe lavored fellow-emplovees and officials of
other Taiths.

The birden of proviey this charme of Cstuffing ?
naturally rists with those who make the charge. Y feel
sure, therefore, that vou will, as a matter of common
fair miay, svhmit to me the delails reaurding puoblie
appeintmerls  which you have beon receiving ¢ from
every district ’ in New Zealand. This will emable ug
both to properly test the value of the information sup-
plied to yos. T, in addivion to this, you will join
with me in having the story of ¢ stufling ’ JAnvestignted,
so far as Dumedin is concerned, T can safely  promise
vou resulls that will be decidadly inferesting to your
readers. T feel that for the present T must net wmake
ferther inroads upon your spece.—T am, ete.,

EDITOR ¢ N.Z, TABLET.

July 20.

f Dutlpok ’ Comment Summarisetd.

On thig letter the ¢ Outlook:” commented to the
followim; effect @ (1) That, on the gquestion of Flan-
gunge,’ i it erred 11 erred in good company,
as the ¢ Tahlet * editor guoted approvingly an  extract
from em nriiele by a Prolestant  writer, Mr. &, K.
Chesterton, in which he refers 1o the Church of Rome
as the * Papacy.’ (This, by the way, is not, and nover
had theen resarded by Catholics as a  term of offence,
and was  faver included by us among the theological

Imperter, Watchmaker, Mannfueiuring Jeweller, Madalict. ete,
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