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BELCIUM—Bishops and Patriotism

It is now three guarters of a century since Belgium
soparatod  from lolland apd gained its independence.
The DBelgians have been celebyating the jubilee of the
evant enthusiastically, andl not the least enthusiastic of
the Belgians have been the Bishops., They 1ssued a
joint Pastoral, which took the form of a eulogy of
patrictism. This stirring cpiscopal promouncement in
favor of liberty, indepemdence, and love of country is
pleasant to read. A man, says the document, owes
overything to his country. He owes it at all timws his
services, his money, his strength, the disinterested aid
of his balents, his  activity, his influence ; and when
the hour of «danger comes, whon the {rontiers are men-
aced? hd owes it the tribute of his bood, and even ihe
sacrifice of his life. The Belgian Bishops deserve well
of their land. TFor 21 years Belgium has been under
tha sway of a Catholic Government. They have been
years of enormious progress. 'The Bishops have blossed
that progress and never obstructed it. ¢ Everyone,' oh-
serves a Delglian contemporary, * recognizes that Bel-
gium is in the fromt rank of civilised nations, and that
its prosperity is out of proportion to its numbers and
the extent of its soil.” The Belgians can also boast
that their Gowvernment grants religious liverty to all.

ENGLAND—The Diocese of Leeds

The HHoly Father has complied with the Bishop of
Leads’ reguosh for cpiscopal abd by granting him a co-
adjutor with t1he right of succossion.

The Franciscans

At tihe Tricnmial Chapter of the Francigean Order,
held recently in London, 1lhe Very Rov. Father David
Fleming, O.F.M., who was one of ihe assistants to the
Father-Gencral at Rome, was elected Provincial of the
English Prowmoce.

The Passionist Order

Tha Triennial Provincial Chapter of Passionistts in
the Anglo-Ilibernian Province was held a few weels
ago. Very Rev. Philip Coghlan, C.P., was re-elocted
Provincial. Father Malachy, Rector of Andoyne, Bel-
fast, and Father Placid, Rector of Ilarborne, DBirming-
ham, were clecied Consuliors. Father Cyprian Meag-
ter wasg re-clected Rector of St Mungo's, Glasgow.

GERMANY—The Bishop of Metz

I view of the Bitter attacks made on  Bishop
Benrler, of Motz, Wy Protestant ipapers in Germany,
the answer of Emperor William to the Bishop's tele-
gram of congratulation on the occasion of the Crown
Prince’s marriage is not without interest. ‘ To Bishop
Benzler, Metz :—1 have gladly received your _fncmlly
congratiulations and good wishes on ithe cnfmmg‘wed—
ding of his Imperial and Royal Highness the Crown
Prince. Acceph my warmest thanks. William, I.R.

ROME —Monument to a Scientist

A monument is to he erocted to {he famous astro-
nomer and scientist, the late Father Secech, of the'S:o—
ciely of Jewus, in his mative town of Reggio INmilia.
Pope Pirs X., who knew the priesfy when director of the
asironomical observatory of ihe Vatican, has  taken
much intorest in the plan and bas contribuied to the
monument fund £100 ©f his private purse. Yather
Secchi was  tho inventor of the spectroscope, with
wihich fon 1he first time ihe sun's rays wete analysed,
and the chemical constituents of the sun's sphere de-
termined ms being the same as those composing  the
carth and the other plamets.

SCOTLAND—A Catholic Centenarian

At Datra Island, in the Outer Hebrides, the death
of Mrs., ®McNeil, a well  known and much respected
Catholic lady, toak place recently at the age of 105
years. LU 1o the very last her faculties of mind and
heart were of the most vigorous, kind, amd gentle, and
earned for her the universal love of all who knew her.
Blairs College

The Rev. Falher Noonan, of Dundec, the Rev.
Falher Pirie, of St. Alphonsus', Glasgow , and the
Rev. Father Ihughes, of Springbutn, have hieen appmn—
ted as professorsiof the Scotlish Ecclesiastical Coltege
at Blaips, Aberdeen.

SPAIN—Catheolic Action .

Some time apo ike Archbishop of Seville published
a Pastoral Lelter in which he exhorted the people cof
his dioceses o form Catholic Leagues for 1:{1(-, fux:thel:—
ance of Catholic social work. Kl Siglo Future’ cri-
ticised the step thus {aken by his Grace, declaring that

he had not properly interpreted the mind of Pope Pius
X. Aglgieved by the remarks of the paper, the Arch-
bishop wrole to the Cardinal Sccretary of State re-
quesiing that if it were not inconvenient the Holy
Father would express his opinion as to the establish-
ment of Catholic Leagues. His tloliness ,thereupon ad-
drowscd a letter to the Archbishop of Seville, Irom
which it is evident that the Holy Father is anxious to
seo Catholics in Spain as clsewhere banded together for
their mutual bemefit.  Unanimity of view is, he urges,
most desirable amongst the Spanish Catholics. In gom-
binmg ona with another they should proceed along the
lines of leash resistance. They are not therefore to be
hept asunber by party politics. 1Iis Holiness wouldhave
them join hamds in social work. They will thus have
ample opportunity of serving the interests of religion
and .their country, and will at the same time raise up
a powerful barrier against the enemies of the Faith.

UNITED STATES—The Philipplnes

Some sighs of progress (writes a Manila orrespon-
dent) may te found in the fact that thete are now
150 nmative students preparing for the priesthood for the
diocese of Mamila. This record eogualsy if it doed not
exceed, any diocese in the United States. Many of
these young men are bright, and constdering  the
meagre oppor tunitios on account of the distunijed times,
1ery well educated, They are from the very best fami-
lics in the province. Another interesting item is the
passage ol the Bill which will replace in the hands of
the Chiurch all the property seized by,the Aglipayanos.
Catholic Schools in New York

In its annwal reportfthe committee of the New York
Catholic School Board says that in that eity $10,000,000
ate invesied in parish sohool property end buildings. The
annual cost of the maintenance of these ‘schools  is
§$500,000. The following are the altendance figures for
the seven dioceses of the Staie: New York, 55,629 ;
Broohlyn, 35,652 ; Buffalo, 25,112 ; Rochester, 17,331 ;
Atbany, 15,370 ; Syracuse, 5100 ; Odgensburg, 3958 ;
total, 158,052 pupils ; studonts of colleges and acade-
mics, 10,380 ; estimated Catholic population of the
Siate, 2,383,755.

Cardinal Gibbons and Socialism

I various paris of the United States there hawve of
late beon interchage of views as to the attitude which
Cathotics should adopt towards Socialists. Some have

asked, ' Why provoke needless hostility by attacking
them 7 Lel them pub forward their theorics. What is
unseund will disappear afler being tested by  public
opiniom , what is sound will remain.” This would

seem to be the policy which appears best in the eyes of

‘ardinal Gibbons. Asked by an interviewer if he feared
any evil from the spread of Socialism, his Eminence re-
plicd that he fcared nothing for the American people
from Socinlism or any other organisod power, because
the American people are, efore all, practical people
amd allow every holby to go its full lengilh. Tnstead of
crushing any  enterprise or any new mode of thought
the American people allowed it to develop. They gave
everything and overyone w chance. Theirs wasa coun-
try of onganisatlions, of new ideas. Each one, had
fair play.  All came and wenf, and most of them pas-
sed away very rapidly. While the division-of-property
idea of the cxtreme Soclalist was utterly untenahle, the
Lig  wuestion of real Socialisin would be meb and
weighed by the practical good sense of the American
people.  Im other words, the Cardinal holds that in
dealing  with new problems a passive attitude is often
wiser than an active one.

GENERAL
The Sisters of the Good Shepherd

A new Mother-Gemeral of the Sisters of the Good
Shepherd has been elected at Apgiers, France, amd Mo-
ther Mary, oi St. Domatilla Larose, has been chosem
for this high and respensibie office, The new Superior-
ess ig @ mative pf Canada, and entered the Order at
the Provincial Hlouse in Montreal at the age of eigh-
tgen. IShe 1s fluent in at loast three languaplkes—French,
Spanish, wnd English—a destrable gualification in  one
whose spiritual family is represented in practically every
country in thes world., There are about 6000 nuus of the
Gopd Shepherd dispersed throughout 1he world. Among
tho countries in which the Ovder is strong are France,
Germany, Spain, Tialy, England, Ireland, Secotland,
the United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zea~
landl. There are houses in  Malta, ‘Algiers, Egypt,
Havana, Svria, and other parts of Asfgy South Afrioa,
arid Qcesnia.
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