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atsiioii of the landlords antf gayernlnfe1 clawesAon Itisbindustry, » What th« Proiestant Cn«rcti^ has *&>i inT»-lan'd and\»ihajtjt.has doi)ie inReturn/ tolerance attdin^tolerance, nuns as teachers, and " A,JReview ofJJduca-tion in Ireaand.' Idoubt,' says Father Sheehan inhis*review of the work, Jif in the pages ol J. K.L. orDr. McHale there is such a scathing exposureof land-lord ralwuelty, aeetariain partiality, and go^Ternmentalincompetence than is to be found in this book.' But itstrue value lies ih» the fact $hjtf ,it is somethmg' morethaLfSUcPup n̂S and final conclusion to a passing IrishcontWivetsy;:' it' deals^ with' many5 lands and times' be-sides, an* ib furnishes an enormous antf
'

mass of statistics and historical and other informa-tion that* sets: forth in its true light the beneficent ac-tionof ifoo Catholic Church on the social, domestic,
and personal* life of her chilhrcn.

Catholic Schools and the ChristchorchExhibition
To the Editor.

_ Jsl!;'J51!;'"11' 1S» J submit, greatly to be desired that weCajtiholies oC New Zealand should take steps to haveour schools .properly represented at the forthcomingChnstdhurch Exhibition. The Catholic schools' displaywas admittedly one of the most takfing features ot ihaold Dumedin EindbStion, „ and such a representationasIventure to suggest for the Christchurch ExhiWtionwould,'like vtirtue, be advantageousfox many things. Itwould, tor instance, afford us ihe chance of a lifetime tobring befoire our fellow-colonists of other creeds, in atatigilfle and attractive way, the high efficiency andwide scope of the work that is being done in ourschools. TSie children and their teachers are abundant-ly able, (an<d, Ibelieve, willing, to do their partcredit-ably. May Itherefore, through your columns, respect-fully flrtaai the matter under the notice of the properauthorities? Jf the project commends itself to theirseasoned j.ujd)gjment,Iventure the further hope that suchunited 'steps aa to them may seem good may be takenat as early a moment as possible to ensure a worthy
arfd representativedisplay.— lam, etc.,

N.Z.N.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

Catholicism is the foe of human progress. In ahevil (

iilcnt- foe wiSJtg a "book-^1Irelafod' in the New Cen-
tury.' He incorporjated this

Mossgtown Old Calumny
into it, larid it rivns through his pages like the trail
of a serpent. The appearance of the book was re-
ceived with' indti'gjtta'tion all over Ireland. Its mis-
statements and false assumptions were mercilessly
dissected. But the crowning work of exposure was
that wfaiich was done in a series of remarkable arti-
cles by Dr. O'Riordan in the Dublin 'Leader.' These
hsuve been ela/ttorated an<d enlarged, and they now
form the brilliant volume that is the subject of this
brief and too inadequate notice.

As1 a refutation, of Sir Horace Pltinjcett's musty
theory it is absolutely overwhelming— the most crush-
ing thfcrtg that, so far as o,ur own knowledge goes',
has come from a Catholic pen since the time when
Fiatber Lambert

'
chewed |Up

' Ingersoll anid
'
spat him

out.' In the course Of a lengthy and laudatory re-
view ,the noted author, Father Sheehan, says of it :
1The refutation is almost too labored and complete.
It leaves absolutely no room for reply. Facts and
figures, /quotations from Protestant writers, admis-
sions from bjigoited ankl partisan historians, are mar-
shalled witfi such amerriinig skill an?d accuracy ithat
there is no room for question or aippeal. "" Out of
thy own mouth I juW'ge thee," sayis the apologist
for his oouihtry .and creed; and tJhesre can toe no con-
testing the fact that t)he judgment is final. At least
Sir Hlorace Plumkett declines to contravene the vast
mass 'Of testimony 'arrayeti aigiainst him, although'he
issuesi bis book again in papular form, ana at a
popular price.'

The Wide Scope
of Dr. Riordan's work will be btest (brought home
to the reader by the following plan, which we take
from the preface (pp. ix-x):

'After having in Chapter 11. discussed the charge
made 'agU'intsit the Catholics , in Ireland, of extrava-
gance in cbu'roh~b'uiMftn'g,...l pass on to 'consider
whether the social* influence of the Catholic faith is
responsible, to the large extent alleged, for their
present economic condition, or whether that condition
can be fully accounted for Jby other causes. With
that view Ifirst discuss the meaning of human pro-
gress ; the relation of Catholic teaching to it'; then
the application of that teaching as ilhi/strated in
certain Catholic nations, and the application of other
teachlngis in otter countries. Inext proceed to ac-
count for the exceptional case of Catholic Ireland;
and an order to make my position clear Ibegjin by
discus-sing the meaning of what Sir Horace Plutofcett
calls (|< Character and Morale.''' Then through several
chapters Idiscuss the legislative arid economic fac-
tors which have left the' Catholics of Ireland in the
condition in which they find themselves to-day. I
next pass on to iniqjiire^ into the relation of the
pries>bs to the social, political, and ikiKlustrial inter-
ests of the ipeoiple, and their influence in each. Hav-
ing) done t'hiart, Ithought Ihad established my rfisgjjht,
and I think it was my duty, to turn back and
ask what the Government, tihe Landlords, and the
Protosfca'nt Ohurch got from the country, and wnat
has each done in return fo»r its social and industrial
good. Jn the next place Idiscuss' the charges made
against Convenes, and their relation to the temporal
concerns of the)people. Finally, in one long chapter,
Ireview the history of ertuoation in Ireland. The o>bf-
joct of tjhe chapter is to show how grievously Sir
Horace Plunketf misrepresents facts in speakings of the
priests' " almost undisputed influence on education."
The plain conclusion to be drawn from the state-
mentl of flacts which Imake, is: that the diffi-
culty has tjten to secure so much influence as would
enable them to guard the faith of t)he people firom
persistent plans of perversion. Tbe reader will be
able to fastern the fault of our educational draw-
backs on those who ha\e framed our successive edu-
cational schemes and have controlled t'hom.'

Dr. O'Rio-rdan's authorities are, with the exception
of a few, non-Catholies; ami these he quotes' as

"' wit-
nesses to matters of fact,' and not for opinions or in-
ferences. His book is

An Armory
packed fromi cellar to garret with weapons of remorse-
less timeliness for those who, in these countries, have
the miseraHe slanders of soi-riisantiCatholics ('lrish
Times' Catholics' is Dr. O'Riordan's --term) likeMic-
hael McCarthy flungj at them. Among, the most en-
livening dbjapters in We bootk are those in which the
author deals with the bkiil'diiig\of Catholic churches in
Ireland, social economics in England and Belgium, the

In the/ Association\ Foot;b^Il Schools' Five-asidecompetition at Mon-Oecillo on Saturday, the ChristianBrothers' teams won both the senior and junior
matches. In the senior match the Christian Broth-ers' team beat the College by \ to <nil, .and in thejunior they won by 1 to nil.

The comerlies, '
A SMgdit Mistake,' and

'
Ici enParle Fbafcoais,' whkfo were staged with much suc-cess & fbrtmi'gfhtt ago 'Wy the dramatic class of St.Joseph's Ladies' Cluh. were reproduced at St.

Joseph's Ha)l on Wednesday evening, whenhothplayswere even more successful than on the previous oc-casion.
The cjuiarterly meeting of the St. Joseph's bfranfchof the H.A.C.B. Society was held on Tuesday evening,

Bro. T., McDermott in the chair. The Rev. FatherConey, Adm. (tehaplain1), and a large number of mem-
bers wera present. A considerable amount of routine
business was transacted. One memt|>r was initiatedand njve oanididates proposed. The receipts for Iheoven-ing amounted to £118 3s Id.

The bkz'aar at Port Chalmers in aid of the
Cortvent sc-hwl building fumi was not brought to aclose, as originally intended, on Saturday evening,
but was kept open three days longer, termtowbingon We|dnets|rilay evening after a successful run 'cCntne
days. Each evening during its continuance an attrac-tive programme of musical items, etc., was presented
and much enjoyed by the patrons of the fair. Thestallholders and committee worked most energetically
to insure success, awd we understand that the re-
sults on the whole are satisfactory.

The domestic drama, 'My Sweetheart,' isnow 'in
active rdhe&rsal,, and will b<e produced in the Prin-
cess Theatre on the 27th, 28th, and 29th inst.,, in
aid of the funds of the St.Vincetit de Paul Orphan-
age, South Dumedin. The play will be staged and
mounted with gre*it completqncss, and as the princi-
pal characters will he impersonated by ladies and
gentlemen of recognised dramatic ability,Jthe 'oron'uc-
tion should <be an excellent one, and well worthy
of 'generous pa'tronafce, apart altogether from the
very deserving nature of the object for which it is
given.
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