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Science Siftings

By *Volt’

Bees and Flowers, .

Bees are attracted to flowers by the bright colors.

The experiments of Miss J. Wery, a Belgian naturalist,

prove thal perfume has much iess attraction, and that
honey has nome at all.

Coal Tar Dyes.

Experiments with fifty of the coal tar dyes Thave
shown that fifteen are positively poisonous, and twenty
others caused harmful disturbances of digestive organs,
kidneys, or general health of amimals. Only two colors
proved harmful to the skin. The most poisonous colors
arg not among the greens, though the noxious chapac-
ter of the arsenical greens has given that impressiom,
but among the coal-tar dyes the most seriously poison-
ous are yellow and orange colors, such as aurantia,
mandarin, mentanil orange, and butber yeliow. Next in
order of number are the blues, browns, and blacks,
very few among the viclet and green colors having pro-
ven at all harmful.

New Source of Silk,

A wearatle silk fabric made from gelatine solution
is manufactured in Glasgow with undoubted success. It
can be dyed any color, and takes all shades with &
brilliant lustre that rivals even that of malural silk.
The fibre is prepared by ejecting fine threads of a strong
solution of a gelatine from very small orifices on tio an
endless band conveying them to bobhins, on which they
are reeled. After leaving the small orificestthe gelatine
solidifies in a continucus fibre a thousandth of an inch
in diameter, possessing a lustre even greater than that
of a mabural silk. The fibre in this state, however, is
unsuitable for use, as it is easily spoiled by water. In
order to render it imvervious, it is walerproofed by a
special process.

A Lesson in Chemistry,

An elderly man dropped into a well known chemist’s
a short time hack, and produced a much ink-bespat-
tered but originally costly white shirt-front. * Spilt the
marking-ink over ii,"” he explained ; ‘and I've justcal-
led to ask if you can get it out any way. I've heard
it’s possible.” ¢ Ch, yes; certainly,” said the person
addressed—* that is, if it is the ordinary marking-ink.
And taking {he damanod article of dress, he proceedod
to eradieate the marks, explaining the method mean-
while, ¢ You see, all these inks are chiefly composed of
nitrate of siulver, and this solution,’ pouring some liquid
over the front and zllowing it to lie in a tray—'is bi-
chloride of mercury, usually known as corrosive subli-
mate, and its action is really %o bleacdh the parts acted
upon by the silver—same principle as intemsification, as
practised in photopgraphy.” ¢ Kr—yes. Just so0, said
the interested watcher. In the space of a few minutes
the chemist, having rinsed the solutfon out of the art-
icle, handed it limp but white to ils owner. ‘Tlow
much 7' asled that worthy.,  Twenty-five cents,
please,” was the replv. ‘ Too much,” remarked the gra-
tified butl ungralefnl customer, laying fifieen cents om
ihe counter. *.Just as vou say,’ returned the chemist,
with affected carelessmess. * But I see there is ome
spot not erased vet. Allow me'; and he received the
front back 1o remove the imagimary spot. * You see’
he went on, faving it in  another dish, and taking a
bottle from 1ibe shelf behind him, * the selution  does
not eradicate 1the ink, but Heaches it ; and this’ he
added bjandly, pouring some  liguid over it, *1is am-
monia, which instantly restores the spols to their pre-
vious blackness, with yperhaps rather more intensity.’
The ® customer ' looked on in, dismay, while the chemist
coolly rinsed the article and handed it back to him,
with the remark ; ‘T am always pleased to show these
little experiments, sir, and if vou wish %o have those
ink-stains removed again I shall*he happy to do so for
one dollar. Won’'t have it done ? Well, good morning,
sir ' ; amd, as the elderly skinflint left the shop in a
towering rage, the man of drups went behind his dis-
pensing screen to cnjoy a quiet chuckle.

CARRARA PAINT.

In white and colors, mixed ready Tor inside and outside
use. Why use old slyle paints when past experience
proves that in a few months’ time you wonder if vour
home has ever heen painted. Carrara costs no more
than old style paints and retains its color and lustre
for at Ieast five vears. A beautifully illustrated
booklet entitled * How to paint a house cheap,’ will be
forwarded free on application.—K. RAMSAY & CO., 18
Vogel strect, Dunedin....

The Home
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By Maureen

Tinned Meat.

When bluying tinmed meat notice if the tin bulges
outwards im any place. If it-.does, you may be sure
that the air has pot in, and that probably it is un-
wise to eat the meat.

Ostrich Featbers,

To restore ostrich feathers, throw & big handful of
salt on the fire, and then shake your feathers in the
heat of the blaze, being careful, o¥ course, no{ to singe
them ; they will logk almost new alter the process.

Potato Cheese Cakes.
Take one pound of mashed potatoes, w quarter of, a
pouttk of sultana  raisins, a gparter of a pound of
sugary B qarter of a pound of butter, and four eggs.
Mix well together and bake in patty pans, lined with
pufl paste,
Care of Brooms,

Before using a mew Hroom sbteep it in warm waber
for » faw minutes, and it will last lowger, for the very,
dry fibres of the brocom are brittle and likely to sbap.
The same treatment is advisable about once a week,
Always keep brooms and brushes hamging up, for they
soon Spoil if left standing on the foor,

Imitation Ground Glass.

I you want 1o shut off any view, you can do it
very cheaply with an imitation of ground wglass. Dis-
solve as much Epsom salts as the water will absosh in
a little hot water, and paint it over the inside of the
window. When dry you will have a very good imita~
tion ground glass.

To Cure Soft Corns.

Soak a piece of cotton wool in castor oil and place
it between the toes, if the soft corn is there, or bind
it on the part affected. Renow every night and morn-
ing until the corn disappears. Soaking'a piece of cot-
ton wool in turpentine and applying it in a similar
way will bave a like effect.

A Substitute for Chamois Leather.

Old pieces of velveteen should, after they have ser-
ved their origimal purpose, be saved for polishing'cloths.
They will answer the purpose of wash-leather for plate-
cleaning, etc., perfectly, and save buying anything fresh.
Wash the velveteen cloths as often as needed in  soapy
water, and hang out to dry.

The Best Way to Give Medicine.

In gliving medicine never use a spoon in measuring,
as the ordinary household spoons vary very much ‘in
capacity. [Use a graduated measure-glass, and always
rinse immeodiately after use. Doctors' physic is prover-
hially nauseous, end  in some cases & little may be
dome to dispuise the {aste, Castor oil is best iakem in
mitk or cofiee. KEpsom salts may be disguised by pep-
peimint water, guinine or cinchona hy milk, senna by
cloves, and aloes by liguorice. A pinch of salt on the
tongue previous to taking ' witl effectually disguise the
taste of salicin or salicylate of soda; but in the maj-
ority of cases, by closing the nostrils tightly with the
finper and thamb during the process of. swallowing me-
dicine, mo taste whatever is appreciable.

Take Care of Your Flat Irons.

Many  people have Yeen annoyed ab finding their
irons guite rusty after they have been put away a few
days. The way 1o prevent this happening is, belore
you put thom away, to rub @ little waria grease over
them, and then wrap them up in Brown paper. When
you take them out to use, dip them into hot waber
that "~ as had a small piece of soda dissolved in it, rub
drv, and then put them to heat in the usual way.
When they are ready to be used omn the ironingfboarnd,
have a piece of brown paper with a little powdered
hath-blrick in it, amd rub the surface off vour irom with
this. Tt seems rather a lengthy process, bjut it really
does not take long to do it, and housewives will be
rewatrded for the trouble they have faken by finding the
inong delighifully smiooth and easy 1o wuse, and  when
they are like this the iroming can bhe done twice as

quickly.

Woods’ Great Peppermint Cure,
for Coughs and Colds never falls.
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