J18 NEW ZEALAND TABLET

That Veucher Inquiry ,

The ‘ Tablet ' does mnot Ay as & koot in the tail of
any political party kite. It sees beyond aod above the
bickerings and wranglings of mere party strife. It
exercises its citizen rights to stand for clean admihis-
tration and honorable methods in public life, and i%
uses the knout, om ocecasion, with sirict impartiality,
upon legislators, no matter what their political hue may
be. In regard to the Auditor-General’s recent report,
we adopt the only course ibal is possible—a full and
framlc acceplance of his finding that no improper pay-
ment was maxe out of the public funds to Captain
Seddon. The evidence tendered at the inguiry placed
any other verdict beyond the furthest bounds of possi-
bility. And it is now abundantly clear that the charge
alleged with such vocifercus emphasis by Mr. Fisher and
his New Liberal friends was based on mothing more sub-
stantial than an overshasty perusal of two wouchers
that were duly drawn, for proper amd legal payments,
H0 a econtractor’s agent, Mr. R. Snpeddon. Messrs.
Fishen and Taylor declared their intention of abiding by
the Auditor-Gemeral’'s report. Yet they are not satis-
fledy The Christchurch Member seems to think that a
disproven assertion deserves attention merely because it
is repeated in = shriller key. He talks in torrents
arourid tha sublect and calls for a fresh inguiry, with-
out having taken the sane precaution of advancing, in
support of his demand, so much as & scrap of {fresh
evidence vital fo the jssue that he and his friends have
raised. His action reminds us of a long-winded Massa-
chusetts legislator who was delivering a political ad-
dress to his comstituents in a village some miles from
Boston. The speaker was one of those pump-handle
orators, of the Viscount Castlereagh order, who rise

* * And coolly spout, and spoub, and spout away,
In one weak, washy, cverlasting flood.’

An old Scotsman in the awdionce bore ihe hosing of the
dreary wratonical flood for a solid hour. Then he arose
and conspicuously left the hall., OQutside, he met a
brither Seot who was waitding with a bugey to drive
the legislator to the station. ¢ Is he done yet, Sandy?’
the driver queried. * Aye,’ replied the wearied listener,
‘he’s done lang ago, but he will pa stop.’ That is
ahout what 15 1he matber with Mr. Taylor.
For all useful purposes, his last word has been
sail.  Yel he ‘will na silop’ And the last
word 1o have come Jrom ihe accusers  upon
this wretched {heme ought 1o have been a frank with-
drawal fromu the humdliating position in which they havo
placed 1hemselves before the country.

(Since the preceding parapmraph was set up in type
Mr. Fishet has made a frank and free apology to Mr.
and Captain Seddon).

Diocesan News

&
v

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON

{From our own correspondent.)
Scptember 2.

The many friends of 1he Rev, Father Ilolley, S M.,
will be pleased to hear that the condition of his father
has conswderably :mproved,

Mr. M. Sheahan, who canie in charge of the Auclk-
land footbgll tjam, ook advantage of his short stay
herc {o renew adghiaintance with his many {riends, who
were picased to find him looking so well.

The general  public  will @ pleased to learn that
there is to ho an oregan recital al the Sacred  Ieart
Basilicg on Monday, September 11, The services of My,
Robert Parker have been sccured as organist for  1he
oceasion, and a treat may therefore be confidently cox-
pected.

The third anmual social of the 3t. Patrick’s and St.
Mary's branches of 1he H.A.C.B. Sociely was held on

Thursday, September 7, I§05

Wednesday, evening in the Druids’ Hall. There was a
very large attemdance, and the function proved highly
enjoyable. A strong committee, with Mr. E. F, Rei-
chel a8 secretary, worked hard to emsure the success of
the athering.

On Wedpesday last Mr. John Power, at present in
the office of Mr. A. G. Carty, solicibor, of Feilding,
was admitiped as a solicibor on the motion of Mr, M.
Myers, Mr. Power, who is well known on the West
Coasti of the South Island, and in New Plymouthe and
Wellinglbon, as a young man of promising ghility, has
the best wishes of his many friends for future success
in the legal profession.

With reference to the exception taken to your cor-
respondent’s remarks relative 0 the inter-coliege loot-
ball match, your correspondemt wishes to state that he
had o desire to reflect in any way on r. White, whose
knowledge of Rughy foothall cannob be questiomed. The
inference was merely made from an obwervation of the
style and standard of the display. The boys were evi-
dently mot in their best form, having but recently re-
turned from their winter vacation.

The usual weekly meeting of the Catholic Young
Men’s Literary Society was held on Monday evening.
The Rev. Father Kimbell, S.M., presided. A debavw
wad held on the guestion whether munleipalities should
establish produce markets. Mr. E. A. Baker led in the
affirmative, and Mr. O'Comeor in the negative. After
an interesting discussion a majority declared in favor of
the afirmative. The society has prepared a very  in-~
teresting syllabms that will keep membpers occupied for
the remainder of the year.

Palmerston North yoeeag

(From our own correspondent.)

Septernber 4.

‘ St. Patrick’s Fireside Magazine ' will be isswed on
Wednesday next.

A social in aid of the convent debt will be held in
the Zealandia Hall on the 13th inst.

A friendly game of catds and queoits was played be-
fween the Oddfellows and H.A.C.B. Society during the
week, resulting in a wvictory for the Oddiellows.

The annual meeting of St. Patrick’s choir was held
in the school after Vespers on Sunday, 27th ult. The
Rev., Father P, Tymons occupied the chair, and there
was a fair hAttendatice of merabers. The report and,bal-
ance sheet were read and adopted, and showed a credit
balance of £1 s 3d after all outstanding debts had
been mebh Three new members wore electad. The fol-
lowing officers wete then elected : Orgamist and conduc-
tor, Mr. P. Tomhs (re-clected) ; secretary, Miss Aram-
brue {re-clected) ; treasurer, Mr. V. A. Dallow ; com-
miltee, Mr. and Mrs. Russell, Mr. 1. Higgins, aned Mr,
TomfbE, and the rev. chairman. It was decided to prac-
tise Gounod’s ‘ Messe Solennelle ’ and some npew music
to hand for Christmas. A vole of condolence was
passed to Miss [.. Brophy and family on account of the
death of her sister, Mrs. Kemp (Wawverley), a iformer
memhber of St. Patirick’s choir.

The inaugural meetiog of S6. Patrick’s‘Literary and
Debating Society was held m the Zealandia Hall on
Monday last, the Rev, Father J. Bowden being in the
chair. It proved to be a representative and enthusias-
tic ghthering of the young men of the parish, and was
well supported by members of the H.A.C.B. Society,
Bro. Albert Rickard being elected its first secretary.
The Rev. Father P, Tymons [((patron), in delivering the
opening address, referred to the great pleasure it gave
him in having such a wseful institution started in his
parish, emd said he was delighted to note the initiative
came from the young men themselves, which was a
good augury for the future suceess ol the society. e
congratulated them on securing the Rev, Father J. Bow~
den, B.A., as tha president, and said they little knew
of the fund of knowledge and learning they would be
able to draw uponr from their president in their varioug
debates. The Rev. Father Bowden said after what they
ha« heard he fearcd more would he expected of him
thar he could impart, tut he trusted useful instruction
woultl be ghesned from the debptes, and asked them to
over remember and stics to the the three well known
rules laid down by ihe late Lord Russell for debatboe:
First of all to know what you were going %o say ;
when/knewing the same, to rise and say i, and to sit
down when vou had said it. He informed the meeting
ithat the snciety would meet cvery Monday in the Zca-
landiw Hzall, and that he would Tead a paper for _ dis-
cussion on ‘ Bible-reading in schools ' on Monday, 11th
inst. Wessrs. R, Mulroondy, W. T. Devine, amd M.
Kennedy also addressed the meeting.
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