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Science Siftings

By *Volt’
Land Basins.

The ocean Masins and the -land basins—the latter be-
ing regions without any surface flow of water toward
the sea—are shown in a hydrographic chart lately pre-
pared by n Swiss geographer. The greatest region with-
out » flow seaward extends from ihe neoighborhoed of
the Baltic Sea through Russia and Central Asia nearly
to the Yellow Sea; and a smaller closed basin embra-
ces parb of Asia Minor and Arabia. Africa has three
Bach basins, Australia has one, including its western
part, North America has four—two east of the conti-
nental divide at the latitude of the Gulf of California,
and two others more to the north and to the west of
the divide. South America has two closed basins in the
region of the Cordilleras.

Glant Trees.

The distinction of Heing the oldest living thing un-
doubtedly belongs to some giant tree, and many at-
tempts to locate it and determine its age have been
made. A century apo De Candolle found two yews—
one at Forlingal, in Perthshire, and ome at Hedsor, in
Bucks—that were estimated to be respectively 2500 and
3240 years old, Both are still flourishing, and the older
tree has a trunk 27 feet in diameter. A gigantic baobab
of Central America, with a trubhk 29 feet through, was
thought by Humboldt to be not less than 5150 years
old. Mexican hotanists believe they have now discover-
ed g life-span even greater than this, and from the an-
nual rings a cypress of Chepuliepee, whose trumk is 118
feeb in circumference, is assignod mn  age of abhout 6200
years.,

The Fuel of the Future.

This name is given by * Popular Mechanies ' to eom-
pressed briylwttes of peat. One-seventh of the area
of Ireland, it says, consists of peat bog, at present un-
profitable, tut soon to be worth as much as so many
coal-mines, owing to improved and cheapened methods
of collecting, drying, and preparing peat for fuel. Even
now  Sweden uses 2,000,000 tons of peat briquettes
yearly, while within 50 miles of Chicago are unused
fields of the substance conlaining enough to supply: that
cily lor a century. Of a new method of preparation
the writer says :—

‘In this new process the peat is excavated by mac-
hinery, and conveyed direstly to the plant without ihe
long delay of airdryimg. Herc it is packed into rotary
cylinders, which are revolved at great speed, the peat
being beaton by an interior healing device while = the
cylinders rotate. The centrifugal force expels bhe mois-
ture, s0 that it is a very low percentage. Then, by
means of electrodes connected by conductors with a
dynamo, the centrifugally dried peat is included in an
electric eirenit ; the resistance of the peat generates
heat, and it is  carbonised. A mass of black globules
represents the results and retains all the valuable pro-
perties of the raw inaterial. It then passes to knead-
ing machines, and after being well kneaded it is either
moulded into briquettes or left to dry and harden, in
which latter case it is afterwards broken, screened, and

raded.

Bra As has hren stated, the value of this process lies
greatly in the fact that in climaies where 1he drying
season is short if can be prepared despite the weather
conditions. In Alaska a supply could hardly be'prepared
after other metheds, and what a boon prepared peat
fuel would be in that climate! It is a fact that the
peat suprly increases proportionately with the distance
from the ¢guator, and, under the eternal law of compen-
sation, there must he some means by which it can be

utilised in those cold countries where it abounds. Again, |

in the electrical process there is no loss, no cscaping of
valuable elements in the form of gases.

Prepared neat is an almost smoleless fuel. Tt burns
to the last vestige, leaves a clean, whifc ash and no
clinker.’

MYERS & CO., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George
Street. They guarantee the highest class of work at
moderate fees. ‘Their artificial teeth give general satis-
faction, and the fact of them supplying a temmporary den-
ture while the gumns are healing does away with the
inconvenience of heing months without rteeth, 'They
manufacture a single artificial tooth for Ten Shillings,
and sets equally moderate. The administration of
nitrous oxide gas is also a great boon to those needing
the extractiom of a tooth... :
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By Maureen

Cheking. :

Small children are very liable to choking,. but in-
stéad of the old-fashioned thumping them,on. the  back,
a more simple remedy % to lift the -little - sufferer’s feft
arm as high as possible. This- afiords reliel more yuick~
ly than the thumping, . - STl

How to Poach Eggs in a-Ball. .« .

To poach eges in a ball is a.knack known th. atl
cldver cooks. The water is heated to boiling, ani ‘then
Tapidly stirred till a small whirlpool is produced, {n the
hollow part of which maelsirom the egg Is cleverly
dropped. The motion of the water crystallies the

white instantly into a circular covering for the umbro-
ken volk, .

The Use of Onions.

Onions; when roasted, make one of the hest poul-
tices for a sore throat, and are almost an unfailing re-
medy, when so applied, for that distressing but com-
mon comgplaint—during  the winter—known as earache,
Children often suffer cruelly with it; and mothers will
find an onjon poultice a safe and speedy cuze. When
boiled to pulp and strained, the juice being mixed with
brown sugar, it forms an excellent Syrup in cases of
croup, or may be used with advantage for a cold when
attended by an irritant tickling cough. Onions are g
very safe but somewhat powerful narcotic, exercising a
quieting influence on the nerves, so that a person troub-
led with wakefulness may often emsure a gpiet night's
rest by simply ealing a couple of small onions befors
retiring to bed. The omly pickle that may be taken -at
night without disastrous results to the digestive organs
is the pickled onion, and even this should he sparingly
eaten., A boiled onion, thoroughly soaked in milk, is
ahout the best inward poultice for o sore chest, rival-
Ling the world-famed breadl and milk or gruel itself.

Putting on Gloves.

1f there is anything that mars a woman’s appear-
ance it is a glove with the seams twisted and all  the
fingers awry. Here is the correct way to put on gloves,
The first trying om of a glove is the most important,
because by this the glove is set. First shale some
powder into each finger of 1he glove, then place your
elbow firmly on a table, with the hand upright and the
thuinb extended towards the palm. Draw the body of
the glove over the fingers, and, after seeing that each
seam of the body of the glove is straight with the
lines of the finger, coax each finger into the finger of
the glove. Be sire in the moantime that ihe stitching
on the back of the glove is also straight. Next insert
the thumb, and look once again to see if the seams are
all siraight; if net, pull the glove off and  hegin
apain. ‘The seam at the tip of the thumh should be
in line with the middle of the thumb-nail. Smooth the
wrist neatlly, and fasten the second button before the
top one, which will not t{hen suddenly burst oft.

How to Act in Case of Fire.

At a recent lecture the following concise and simple
directions how to act on the ocourrence of fires were
given :—Fire reguires air, therefore, on its appearance,
every effort  should be made to exclude air—shut all
doors and windows. By this means fire may be con-
fined to a simgle reom for a suflicient period to enable
all the inmates to Le aroused and escape ; but if the
doors and wirdows are thrown open, the fanning of the
wind amd the draught will instantly cause the flames to
increase with extraordinary rapidity. It must never be
forgotten that the most precious moments are at the
commencement of a fire, and not a single second of time
should be tost in teckling it. In a room a tablecloth
can be so vsed  as to smother a large sheet of flame,
and a cushion may serve o beat it out: a coat or any-
thing similar may be used with an ejually successiul re-
sult. The great point is presence of mind, calmness in
danger, action puided by reason and thought. Always
ondearor to attack the bed of a fire; it You cannof
extinguish a fire, shut the window, an@ be sure to shut
the dcor when making good your retreat.
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