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FRANCE-—An Encyciical

1t is stated that the Holy Father is about to issue
an Encyclical as a guide to the action of Fremch Cath-
olics under the Separation Law.

The Separation Bill .

Though the French Chamber has finished the task it
tdok in hand three months ago, and the law  of
separation has been voted, in the opinion of the
Comte de Mur it is dead, and only reguires decent
burial. This result has, he says, been due to the
tenacity of fthose who fought the measure step by
step, and imsisted upon modifications and concessions.

Common Sense

The Chamber (writes a Partis correspondent) has
hal an unexpected fib of common-sense in dealing with
pome of the points arising umder the Bill for the
separation of Church and State. The peints'in ques-
tion are the ringing of church bells, the wearing of
ecclesiastical costume in publie, prooessions, and ~ the
performance of acts of worship in a public place oth-
er than a church or place licensed for the purpose.
Amendments were brought [orward by the Radicals
strictly pronibiting all ihe above. The Champer, after
a long and stormy sitting, defeated them, and re-
afirmed its intention of not interfering with liberty
in this respect. A curious decision, however, was ar-
rived ab in connection with the exhihition ol religious
emblems. These which are at present in place will
not be removed, but it will be forbiddem fo put up
any new ones.

The Effect of Separation

Naturally (says the ° Catholic Times') there is
much speculation on the effect which the separation of
Church and State in France will cause in religion. We
have had the Pope's opinion, and may turn to ‘ Cisal-
pine's.’ Writing in the ° Guardian,’ he comsiders that
no national or Gallican Church will arise; not enough
faith in France for that, he thinks. So far from drift-
ing back to Gallicanism, the clergy will become motre
united in obedience to and dependence on the Holy See.
The Pope will start a missionary work for the revival
of religion umder its mnew conditions, and ° will find
means similar to those which were found just a hundred
years ago, when the Jesuits were suppressed to intro-
duco new and keep alive the old Comgregations 1in
France.” * Cisalpine’ may not be a prophet or the son
of a prophet, but one need be neither to forecast that
the Holy See, having recovered its liberty, will make a
vigorous effort to ameliorate the comdifion of the
Chiurch in France. Hitherlo the State has had a voice
in the appointment of Bishops ; mow, their appoint-
ment falls into the hands of the Pope. Everything
considered, this is not a bad off-set for the misfortune
of a Bill of Separation.

ROME —Death of the Rector of the Irish Coliege

A Rome correspondent reports the death of the
Right Rev, Mgr. Murphy, Rector of the Irish College.
The deceased prelate retired to his rooms at about 10
on the night of July 6; he was at once, or within a
short time, overtaken with heart trouple, and accord-
ing to all the probabilities, died instamtly and with
brie! pain, for his corpse was discovered at eight the
next morning, and the eyes closed in a position of re-
pose. The liphts were still burning in his bedroom.
During the later part of his rectorship Monsignor
Murphy had been assisted by fhe Rev. Father Hagan
a8 Vice-Rector, but the latter has been in Ireland for
some ftime. The other ecclesiastics concerned in the ad-
ministration are Ilalian, so the Very Rev. David Flem-
ing, 0.F.M., Secretary of the Biblical Commission, has
acted virtually as Rector of the College. By his prompt
care, which the students well seconded, all ihe arrange-
ments were promptly made, and at half-past six on July
7 a large assemblage was at the College, and proceeded
thence to the Basilica of Sant' Apata dei Goti, for the
Office of the Dead. Father David officiated, assisted by
students of the Collepe. The Right Rev. William H.
Murphy was born at Athy, County Kildare, on May 2,
1846, Giving early the hright promise which he was
later so fully to realise, he was sent to Holy Cross
College, Clonliffe, and then to Rome as a student of the
Urban College, where he stayed from 1875 till 1880,
taking his U rate in Theology in the latier year. On
his return t anid he was appointed to Holy Cross
Colleze, Dublill. Thercafter he became secretary to the
‘Archbishop. Finally he was named Rector of the
Church of the Catholic University, and he remained in
this position until, in 1901, he was called to be Rector

+. Drage, also a Southwark student at
- tion into the Church a curate at ANl Saints’

of the Irish College in successjon to his Grace Dr.
.Archbishop ﬁtgﬂ?.t-ol -Acrideand-Coadjutor of Sydney.
A . GBNERAL ThEE
Convert Ministers' ' .- - RS
. The band of comvert miinisters in, Englatid. has been
increased, by recent ordinations (says the “Missionary').
Tie Rev. Wiliam Henry Womercot, who has ‘been a Etu-
dent at the College Beéda in Rome for the: dideese of
Southwark, was ordaifed. ‘He was an Anglican clergy-
man at Borey Tracey, m Devonshire. Mr. William Henry
the sameé college,
beforg his rece

! Church,
Plymouth. Father Charleson, whose conyersion maie
such a stir some years ago in Gl ,-a8 being among
the first of the Presbyterian m.lnisgm t0 come over to
Rome, was ordained to the priesthood at the Scots Col-
lege. When he was presented to the Holy Father the
other day this fact was related to him, and it pleased
the Holy Father very much. Father McPherson, who
has been studying at Dunwoodie, kas completed his
course and has been ordained,
The Jesuit Order

. The annual list for 1904 of the members ol the So-

clety of Jesus who died during that year would pre-
sent . an interesting subject for am insurance actuary,
especially because the Jesuits, being more evenly distri-
buted throughout all the climates and countries of the
globe than amy other religious Order or Congregation,
fairly represent the average duration of active Hub
well regulated human lives. At the beginning of 1904
thera were 15,404 members in the whole Order, . Of these,
202 died ‘hetweon the Heginning and  the end of that
year, the average at the time of death being 58 years
and § months. Of the 202 deceased Jesuits, 50 had
spent 50 years or more in the Order, and the average
age of these jubilarians at the moment of death was
79 years and 6 months. Of these 50 16 had from 60 to
68 vears of religious life to their credit. One who
entered at 16 died at 91, having spent 75 years in reli-
gion. Anmother, who is not among the jubilarians, be~
cause he entered the order at the age of 53, lived till
he was 90. He would have heen condemned as a ' bad
risk* by any ordinary insuramece agent at the time of
his entrance, and yet he lived on for 37 vears. These
202 deaths occurred in @ifferent parts of Eurcope, North
and South America, Asia, Africa, and Australia, from
Montreal to Valparaiso, from Beidut in Syria to Cals
%ltta't fggn%h(}ra.zcew in Messina, from Alexandria in
gyp e Zambesi mission in South Afri
Manila to Feiho in China. outh Africa, from
Church for Chinese Catholics

San Lorenzo, a small city in the State of Sinaloa,
has the honor of having the first Catholic church builf
for and by Uhinese Catholics in the Republic of Mexico,
and perhaps in America. Of the 5000 ighabitants of
that city, about 200 are Chinamen, the majority of
whom are Catholics. They were converted at home by
misslonaries, and arrived in Mexico eighteen months ago
at the invitation of an agent who was recruiting lab-
orers in the Celestial Empire. Their first care was to
lnsure the means of practising their religion, amd, al-
though there are several churches in the town, they in-
sisted on baving one of their own. They have finally
succeeded, and the Chinese Catholic church was lately
téqdlr:lated by the Right Rev. F. P. Uranga, Bishop of
Sinaloa.

A New Catholic Quarterly

_ It is proposed, according fo °Illustrated Catholic
Missions,” fo start in January next an international
SCIentrillﬁc juapterly, to contain articles on ethnologi-
cal, linguistic, and anthropological science,” contributed
by Catholic missionaries from various parts of the
world in FEnglish, German, French, or Latin. The Rev.
P. W. Schmidt is to be the editor.
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“was ordained e deacon. He-had been
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CREGG SHORTHAND — A NEW ZEALAND RECORD,

T an Exomination held by the Grege Shorthand Assoointion of N.Z
C Hammond. 1§ yeara of age. seeured a certificate for 180 words o

Minute. This i a New Zealand Record for oue so voung.

Oregg Shorthand is nscd in more schools in Awertea than any
other Three systems combined, and i5 recoenised hv the N.Z Government
in_all examinations Being bosed on longhoow. with few rules and NO
EXCEPTIONS, it can he acquired in One—gquarter of tha time requirad by
other svstemas, and is especinlly adapted for INSTRUCTION by POST in

18 lossona, Write for particulnre.

J. W. IRWIN, N.Z. Representative,
229 Kilmore Street, Christchurch,
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