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We understand that the Catholic schools in Law-rence were examined during the week by the Education
Board Inspector.

The two comedies which the members of St. Jo-
seph's Ladies' Club have under preparation will be
staged in St. Joseph's Hall on August 30. Judging
from the rehearsals, the productions will be of more
than ordinary merit, and an enjoyable evening's enter-
tainmentis assured.

The St. Joseph's Harriersheld a sealed handicap
race on Saturday. Fifleeai members faced the starter,
and left Gargill's for about a four-mile run, finishing at
St. ClaiE Baths. The lirst man home wat> H. Muuro,
who wins Mr. J. J. Dunne's trophy. 11. Jay, who was
second, won the sealed handicap, the trophy for which
was also presented by Mr. J. J. Duime. T. Quelch was
third. Nine seconds only was the difterence between the
first three men.

The Month's Mind for the repose of the soul of the
late Very Rev. Father Sheehan (Riverton) took place
in St. Joseph's Cathedral at 9> a.m. on Tuesday. His
Lordship the Bishop presided. The cantors of the
office were the Very Rev. Mgr. O'Leary and Father
Cleary. The Right Rev. Mgr. Mackay was celebrantof
the Reqjuiem Mass, assisted by the Very Rev. P.
O'Donnell (deacon) and Rev. W. A. Macmullan (sub-
deacon). Rev. J. Coffey, Adm., was master of cere-
monies. There were also present the \ cry Rev. J.
O'Neill (Milton), Rev. J. J. Lynch (Palmcrston), Rev.
P. Murpby (Riverton), Rev. P. ODea (Ophir), Rev. M.
Howard (South Dunedin), Rev. P. Ream (Port Chal-
mers), Revs. J. P. Delaney, M.. Ryan, and D. Buckley
(Holy Cross College, Mosgiel), Rev. J. Geary (Law-
rence)', Rev. J. O'Malley (Cathedral), and Rev. W. Oor-
coran (South Dunedin). The music of the Mass was
rendered by the Dominican Nuns, and the absolutions at
the catafalque were given by his Lordship the Bishop.

MOSAICS

THE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE ART

Tjhe tratiitdons of what is best in the "methods of
work are preserved to-day in the mosaic workshops
of the Vatican. There may be seen artists copying
with* fqajreful attantyom to detail the fiam'ous paintings
of the masters. The mosaic, although a mechanical
art, is an art which requires for its proper egres-
sion the skill and taste of the master artist. The
delicacy in color, the lights and shades, huesi and
tints, must bte so arranged at first as to produce
the desired effect, for no brush can remedy errors as
in the case with an oil panting.

The Methods of Work in the Vatican
have varied little in centuries. The design to be fol-
lowed is usually a painting which stands on an easel.
The artist is to work out with his 1 stone material
every detail in form and color to his pattern. The
smalti, or small cubes, or what appear to be glass
or natural stones, have been prepared from clay or
from a variety of minerals colored with dif-
ferent metallic oxides. When the cubes are vitrified
they have the appearance of stone or glass or enamel.
They are of different sizes, from about the head of a
small pin to an inch square. The process of soaking
them in the color ingredients and of baking them in
ovens renders them more durable than china. The
smalti are assorted according to size and color, and
arranged convenient to the hand of the worker,much
on the same principle as the arrangement of type for
the compositor.

The slab or table on which the mosaic is to be
made is of stone, generally Tibertine or Travertine
stone. The frame for the picture is made usually of
iron or some strong material. The bed into which
the smalti or cubes are to be placed is composed of
a paste or cement, which is used as the work pro-
gresses. The mosaic, or pasty cement, is made from
calcined marble and Travertine stone powdered and
then mixed with linseed -oil. Into this* paste are
placed the smalti. The smalti manufactured at the
Vatican are of the form of long slender rods, some-
what resembling wire of different degrees of thickness.
They are cut into' lengths to suit the needs of the
artist. To make

A Perfect Picture
of many colors and shades of colors with large cubes is
considered more of an art than to accomplish) thesamu
results with small pieces. Some of the mosaics in the
Vatican, coipies of large pictures by Raphael, Domeni-
chmo1, An'gjelo, and others', have occupied from twelve
to twenty years in the making. Thousands of shades
and tints have been used. It is said by competentcri-
tics that the workers on the mosaics in the Vatican
must have been able to distinguish at least 30,000 dif-
ferent shades of colors.

In the Church of St. Paul the Apostle, outside of
Rome, there ure a series of medallion portraits of the
Popes dome in mosjaics. The eyes of Pope Linus are
made of diamonds. Some of the Vatican treasures
have several times been loaned for exhibit in America.
In1853, Pope Pius IX. loaned for the Crystal Palace
Exhibition in New York a mosaic copy of the picture
of

'
St. John the Baptist 'by Gucrdno. This picture

was \alued at $60,000. The same Pontiff sent valuable
tapestries and oil paintings to the World's Fair heldat
Philadelphia.

The FederalPrime Minister (,Mr. Deakin) completed
bis 49th year on August 3. On Sunday, August 6,
Rolfe Boldrewood, author of lRobbery Under Arms,'
was 79.

Sir Henry (M. Jackson, K.C.M.G., Governor of Trini-
dad, has just .been honored by Pope Pius X. with the
Order of Knighthood of St. Gregory the Great. His
Excellency wore the decoration for the first time, inclu-
ding the scarlet and gold collar of the Order, ab the
prue distribution at St. Joseph's Convent, Port of
Spain. Sir Henry Jackson is son of a former Protes-
tant Bishop of Antigua, and is a convert to the Cath-
ohc Faith. His brother is Rector of Exeter College,
Oxford, andhis son (an old

'
alumnus

'
of Stonyhurst)

is a Schalar of Lincoln College.

The use of mosaics in an artistic way is inter-
estingly discussed in a recent issue of an American
magazine. The Asiatics (says the writer) seem to
have taught the Greeks and they in their turn trans-
mitted their knowledge of this art to the Romans.
At first mosaics were used as pavements, much the
same as in the halls of many of the stately dwel-
lings in America. The Romans made the art prac-
tically their own, and used it in such a way that
improvements in mosaics corresponded with their ad-
vancement in civilization. With the introduction of
Christianity a new impetus was given to the art,
lor the Church then as now used all the arts to ex-
press the beauty and goodness of the religion of
Jesus Christ. Mosaics were then elevated from, the
floor to the walls, Itoi use a crude form of expres-
sing a fact. As early as the last of the fourth cen-
tury mjosaics were used for decorating the walls and
ceilings of churches, and there exist to-day some
fine productions of this period in the mural decora-
tions in buildings in Europe. In the churches ofRome, Veaiice, Florence, and Pisa,there are mosaics of
the fifth century which are excellent representationsof
the Blessed Virgin. The Byzantine mosaics, with the
gold ground, may be seen in a number of the chur-
ches in the old Italian cities. In the Sta. Maria
Maggiore, in Rome, and the San Vitali, in Ravenna,
there are some of the finest mosaics in the world.
Those used for decorating the church of St. Sophia,
built aibout the middle of the sixth century, have
never beeai excelled. When the church was taken by
the Mohammedans, the Christian symbols and decora-
tions were destroyed, but it is said there still re-
main, traces of one figure of the Blessed Virgin.

In St. Mark's, in Venice,
tfrere are about 40,000 square feet of mosaics. The
greater part of this decoration was done betweenthe
eleventh and the fourteenth centuries, but those of the
sixteenth century were made after designs by Titian,
Tintoretto, and other artists. As early as the
twelfth century the artists of Italy gave considerable
attention to'this art. They made the designs, and in
many instances supervised carefully the whole decora-
tion. To Giotto in particular, the world owes a debt
for a mimlb'er of the famous existing mosaics. Ghir-
landajo, also, is as well known for his mosaics and
work in silver as for his oil paintings.

Tlie value of cocoa as a beverage is admitted by
all, especially as it has many qualities of a health-
giving; nature. At the head of all cocoas for perfect
purity an-d nutritive value stands Van Ilouten's, which
also possesses the further recommendation that :it re-
tains its delicacy of flavor— a quality which makes it
most acceptable to all who appreciate a genuine art-
icle....
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