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name for irreligion and indiffevence to alt retigion. In
the very same way, when the lloly See condemned So-
cialism it was Continental Socialism. 1t was lhe four
schemes  he had briefly cet before them. Anyone who
read the lloly Father's encyclicals, especially that beau-
tifvl one of 1891 or the beautiful one just issued to the
Bishops of Ttaly, would recognize ihat the 1ioly Father
commend . tn the hirhest way lepitimate democracy, and
encouragel those who were cngaged mm the ameiolation
of the condition of the masses throughout the world—
encouracud them 1o persevere in theirr wission amd noble
eiforis, and gave hs blissing to all who were engaged
in such worn.  lie trusted that genuine demosrats in
Australra, to whatever party they belonged, Woul_d con-
tinue their work, and  that ihey would walk in the
Tt of the beautiful encyclicals’ that the Holy Father
had issued from time to time, and that they would find

themselves  stremgthened, in the noble cause in  which
they were cnmagmed, by the blessing  which  the  lloly

Father commumeoatled 1o thent.  For his part he thought
it was not wntruding moany way on any political party
to commend such penutne and legitimale development of
Australian idews  He felt sure that the different scheols
which ihey saw ererted  would be s0 many factors  in
brngng home 1o fammhies and places 1.ho¢=';c Atrue princi-
plus, aud tree frvits of such genuine Christian  demoe-
racy.

SLANDER ON THE ABBOTSFORD CONVENT

b g

METHODS OF THE ORANGE LODGE

Further developmenis  (says the Melpbourne * Advo-
cale "y have taken place 1n tonnection with the cast o
the girl Kla Laughton, whese declaration contanung a
number of charges agamst 1he Sisters of the Good
Shepherd  was published  1n the Orange lourua_l, the
‘Watchman,” by AMr. ‘I A. Rogers, and was witnessed
by T. A. R, 1.7 Our readers will remember that, 1n
our 1ssue of July 1, we made a complele exposure  of
the falsity of that declaration, aud comuiented wpon the
many suspicious circumsiances connected with i, not-
ably the fact that the mysterious T. A R, I T, e
dently desped 1o conceal his identity under the imtials
mentione!  We showed that T, A. R., the justice  of
the peace who signed the deddaration ion bis magisterial
capacity, amd T. A, Rogers, the chiel represeniative of
the wirulent Orange * Watclhiman,” wete ideatieal, a con-
pection in ortself sullicrently  suspicrous 1o sugeest  the
bogus anl unirathful rature of the charges. In  our
issue of July 8 we garve the delarations of both par-
ents of the minl Laughtor, shom ol declared  to be
dead, and the whole fabric of talschood and conspitacy
was completely destroyed.  Tp to thal tune, and for
some weehs later, the Laughton parl was harbored by
the f pood Mange sister’ who, i eonjunction with T,

A. B, had engineercd tns shamciJd transachion. Within
the past few dave T.augaion returned 1o her  parents’
home, and sowe additional particulars have been dis-

close:], which show how industiiously the parties  com-
corned have worked out the plot Ti appears that the
frood Orange sister * who sheltered the Laughton girl,
and Lepb her from her parents’ home, is no other thanp
a Mrs  ihehman, who made herself o conspicuous  at
the V.P DA —cum-Onange Society mecting which  took
place at Collingwood on July 22, at which she put for-
ward a nuwher of
Slanderous Statements

against & comvent, apd which, we may safely aflirm, are
as gross a tissue of falschoods as those which she was
irstrumental 1nthaving published i the * Watchman ' 1t
appears that the pirl Laughten, after absconding from
the comvenl, was mduced to enter dMrs. Ilickman's home,
anl thal the latier mously ejaculated that * her prayers
were answeted, as she had pot a girl from the comvent
at last.® The  next step was  to put certain leading
guestions  to the girl, amd {hen to invoke I‘lhc valuable
aid of T. A R, .I.P. Wilh such an evperienced assis-
tant, little difficulty would he experienced in furming
out a spicy Wt of ‘copy’ for T. A. Rogers and  the
readers of 1the * Waichman.” On Wednesday last  our
representative mterviewed Mrs Laughton, who was ac-
companied bv her daughter, at the office of a Melbourne
saliciior.  The mirl, Kila Laughton, seemed penilent for
all the ammoyance she had caused her patents, and for
the wrong dene 1o lhe nuns at Abbotsford through her
misconducl.  She pleaded, in cxtenuation, thati she was
ashamed 1o return home after leaving the convent, and
that most, if not all, the statements made by her ah-
out 1he nuns were sugpested to her by carcfully pointed

questions. She further declares 1ibat she told Mrs,
Hickman the nung never ill-treated her, but, on the con-
trary, were always kind to her. The following Yrief

Statutory Declaralion

made by the girl was taken down in presence of her
mother, Mrs. Goldspink, and our representalive, and
was declared before Mr. James Ormond, J.P. (—

I, Ella Laughton, of No. 4 Tyrone sireet, North
Melbourne, in Victoria, do solemnly and sincerely de-
clare—(1) that the statemenis made by me to  Mrs.
Hichman aboul my treatment in the convent are wun-
true, and such statementis were made by me in reply‘to
guestions put to me by the said Mrs. Hickman. (2)
That [ was not aware that I was making a sworn de-
claration when I signed the statement in the presence
of Mr. Rogers, and neither he nor Mrs. Hickman ex-
plained to me  that it was a sworn declaration. (3)
That Mrs. Hickman, in addition io what is contained in
such declaration, asked me how ihe nuns treated me in
the convent, and did they not lock me up in a room and
sirap me, but I informed her that they treated me well,
and gave me plenty of food, and never locked me in a
room, or used the strap, and that I left because I wish-
ed {o.get a sitvalion. (4) That on the day on which I
went 1o Mrs. Hickman's house, the said Mrs. Hickman
said to her husband, * What do you think? My pray-
ers have been answered ; I have got a girl from  the
convent.” (B} That I  have been in Hickman's employ
up to the 26th July, 1905. And I make this solema
declaration, conscientiously believing the same to be
true, and by virtue of the provisions of an Ael of Par-
liament of Victoria, rendering persons making a false
declaration liable for wilful and corrupt perjury.

Declared at Meibourne this 2nd day of August, 1903,

ELLA LAUGHTON.
Before me,

JAMES ORMOND, J.P.

It is not improbable that further steps will be taken
in this matter, for it is impossible to permit this shame-
less conspiracy of slander Lo continue without making
some effort to  bring the gwliy parties to account,
These cowardly defamers of those pious ladies who have
given up their lives to the work of reclaiming the fal-
len and destitute creatures that abound in the city,
have found, by experience, that those whom they most
shamefully malign never think of dcfending themselves.
But surely it would be a reproach to the manbood of
the commanity if sueh 1nfamies were permitted to be
perpeirated with impunity. We therefore hope that the
exposure of lkose vile conspiracies that have been made
m these columns recentiy will rouse publie opinion, and
that decent people of every creed will join 1n denuncia-
tion of deeds that are only worthy of a band of assas-
518,

Another Slander.

It is only & few weehs since (continues our Mel-
bourne contemporary) we exposed an Orange slander in
reference to the Abhotsford Comvent, but no sooner is
one slander 1efuted than another gne is concocted. This
is the essence of Orangeism, Lies and slanders, olten
and well, are its motlloes. The slanderous statement,
of which we pow complain, 'was made at ihe meeting
of tihe Proilesiant Defence Associatton at Collingwoaod,
when, according to the * Argus,” Mrs, 1lickman stated
that a girl, whom  she would not name until a sworn
declaration was obtained from her, had volunteered in-
formation conveying imputations against the manner in
which a certain  convent—Abbotsford—was  conducted.
The girl had stated to her ihat she had beer beaten
with a buekled strap, and for three days locked in a
room whete there was 1o bed, and Ted on bread and
water,

In a leticr to the * Argus' Mr. J. Fitzgerald called
upon the officials of the VP.D.A. to bring forward
some eiilence in support of ihe accusation, or in  the
interests of truth and desency withdraw it.  To ihis the
president of the association replied that the accusation
was made by Mrs. Ilickman at the meeting, and that
the ohligation of substantiatling it rested with her. In
a further communication Mr. Fitegerald reminds  the
president of the P.D.A. thal ‘if there is to be no re-
spopeibility in the circumsiances, amy irresponsible and
malicious person may speak ihe thing she or he will,
and malizn a great charitable institution without being
brought to task. From the press reports of the pro-
ceedings it may be fairly inferred that the statements
made had the association’s encouragement and approval,
as they became public through the channel of the asso-
ctation, and were not discountenanced by the chairman,
and there is, therefore, an honorable obliration on its
part ecither to disavow or to disprove the allegations
made.’
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